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This month, I will hand over my usual Editorial ‘rant’ about 


Heathrow’ third runway and the planned airport in the Thames 
estuary to the CEO of Ryanair, Michael O'Leary, who expressed his 


views during a press conference at the end of February. 

He called for new runways to be built at London/Heathrow, 
Gatwick and London/Stansted to solve capacity problems in 
the southeast of England, adding that plans for a new airport 
in the Thames estuary, nicknamed 'Boris Island’, were “pie 
in the sky" and would never get funded. 

“This government does not have an aviation policy - all 
they have is Boris running around talking about an 
airport that will not be built for another 30 years. You 
cannot build one in the estuary because you would 
have to build a motorway and rail infrastructure 
to get you there. It is in “the estuary of Boris 
[Johnson's] imagination” and is “complete and 
utter bloody lunacy even by Boris’ standards.” 

“We [Ryanair] have called for the 
government to build a third runway at 
Heathrow and second runways at Gatwick and 
Stansted. There's room for all three - they should 
be built straight away. The problem would then be 
solved within five years and at a fraction of the cost. 
Otherwise, the UK will continue losing out to European 
airports such as Paris, Madrid, Schiphol and Frankfurt.” 

The Department for Transport is due to unveil a report on 
its aviation strategy in March. It will look at all options for 


increasing capacity in the south-east, apart from a third runway 


ZURICH/KLOTEN 


at Heathrow which has been ruled out by the coalition government, 
Mr O'Leary continued by calling for the government to "stop pandering 
to the idiot environmentalists and even less sensible nimbys," and add 


the extra runways. 


The outspoken CEO then turned his attention to Boeing and the new 
737 MAX. He described the new variant as a "dog's dinner of a design" 
that had been drawn "on the back of a fag packet as a response to the 


[Airbus] neo." 
He is also pr 


ing the manufacturer to look at the provision of a 


standing-only area on its aircraft. This would require the removal of the 
rear lavatories and final six rows of seats in the 737. “We won't place 
any new order until they [Boeing] come up with a fix for this issue," 


said O'Leary - I wish him luck! 


Included in this bagged issue for readers in the UK and Ireland 
- plus all subscribers - is the Airliner World 2012 UK and Ireland 


Airlines Guide. Those worldwide readers who would like a copy of the 
supplement - or perhaps more simply a pdf = can email their request to 
me at tony.dixon@keypublishing.com and I will gladly send them one 


by return. 


Tony Dixon Editor 


 GROUP-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF. 
Paul Hamblin 


COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR 
Ann Saundry 


PRODUCTION 
Production Manager Janet Watkins 


MARKETING 
Marketing Manager Martin Steele 


EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN 
Richard Cox 


MANAGING DIRECTOR & PUBLISHER 
‘Adrian Cox 


EDITORIAL & ADVERTISING OFFICES 
Airliner World, PO Box 100, Stamford 

PES1XO, UK. Tel: +44 (0)1780 755131 

Fax: +44 (0)1780 757261 


EMAIL: aitinerwortd@keypublishing.« 
WEB: wwwairlinerworld.com 


The entire contents of Airliner World is 
© copyright. and no part of it may be 
reproduced in any form or stored on any 
form of retrieval system without the prior 
permission of the publisher. 

AI items submitted for publication are 
subject to ош terms and conditions. These 
are regularly updated without prior notice 
and are freely available from Key Publishing 
Ltd or downloadable from 
worw.keypublishing.com 


We are unable to guarantee the bonafides 
of any of our advertisers. Readers are 
strongly recommended to take their 

own precautions before parting with any 
Information or item of value, including, 
but not limited to, money, manuscripts, 
photographs or personnel information in 


response to any advertisements within this 
publication, 


Suscripdona Manager Rot Condé 

ns Manager Roz Con: 
Subscriptions Department, 

Airliner World. (ISSN: 1465-6337), is 
published monthly by, Key Publishing Ltd, 
РО Box 300, Stamford, Lincs, PEO 1NA, UK. 
Telephone/ 24-hour answer machine: 

+44 (0) 1780 480404, 

Faxes (0) 1780 757812. 

EMail: subs@keypublishing.com 


Airliner World is distributed in the USA 
by Mail Right Int., 1637 Stelton Road Bá, 
Piscataway, NJ 08854. 

Periodicals Postage Paid at Piscataway, NJ 
and additional mailing offices. 


Readers in USA can place subscriptions 
by visiting wwwaltlinerwortd.com or by 


ling tol free 800 676 4049 or fax 757 
428 6253 or by writing to Airliner World, 
3330 Pacific Ave, Ste 500, Virginia Beach, 
VA23451-9828 


POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to: Airliner World, Key Publishing Ltd 
C/o Mail Right International Inc. 1637 
Stelton Road B4, Piscataway NJ 08854 


DISTRIBUTED (UK) BY: Seymour 
Distribution Ltd, 2 Poultry Avenue, 
London ECIA SPP. Tel: 020 7429 4000 
Tax: 020 7429 4001 


PRINTED IN ENGLAND BY: Warners 
(Midland) ple, Bourne, Lines. UK 


‘The average sale for the 
abc period Jan оке 2011 was 
33,039 copies monthly 


A line-up of Malév Boeing 7375 at Budapest Airport, prior to the carriers demise. (Tamis Marly) 


THE LAST few months have been 
difficult for carriers worldwide. The 
global financial downturn and ever- 
increasing price in aviation fuel have 
resulted in the ‘tightening of belts’ for 
many operators. However, in some 
cases it has not been enough and a 
number of airlines have ceased fly- 
ing — some promising a swift return 
to services and others accepting their 
fate. Among airlines affected are: 
Cargo Italia, Czech Connect, Cirrus Air, 
РАМА Dominicana, Aserca, Variglog 
and Air Zimbabwe, with others = such 
as Velvet Sky - struggling for survival. 
Two of the more high-profile European 
operators to have stopped flying are 


Hungarian national carrier Malév and 
Spanish operator Spanair. 


MALEV 


Atthe start of February, the Hungarian 
Government put state-owned carrier 
Malév into bankruptcy protection = 
according to its CEO Lorant Limburger, 
who added that the company was 
running out of money. Despite an 
initial agreement with aircraft lessor 
International Lease Finance Corporation 
(ILFC) to continue to make the aircraft 
available for operations, flights ceased 
and most of the Boeing 737s were flown 
to Shannon, Ireland for temporary stor- 


age and release, The -500s have since 
gone to the USA for desert storage and 
probable parting out. On February 
14, 2012 the Metropolitan Court of 
Budapest declared Malév Ltd insolvent 
and ordered its liquidation. 

Itcame after the European Commission 
ordered the airline to repay various 
forms of state aid received from 2007 
to 2010. Figures involved amounted to 
£108million — a sum equal to its entire 
2010 revenue. The carrier employed 
2,600 people and was responsible 
for close to half of all air traffic at 
Budapest's Ferenc Liszt Airport. 
However, other European carriers — 
including British Airways, Air France, 


A large number of Spanair aircraft were ferried to both Dublin (nine) and Shannon (two) for storage. The aircraft arrived in Ireland between February 
14 and 16, 2012. The image shows aircraft at Dublin on February 18 and the-line up includes: eight Spanair aircraft, one Malév Boeing 737 and a 
HellasJet Airbus A320. All belonging to companies that very recently went out of business. (Michael Kelly) 


KLM, Lufthansa and Brussels Airlines 
— were quick to increase frequency on 
their existing Budapest routes, Atthe 
same time, low-cost carriers such as 
Germanwings and Wizz Air followed 
suit on their existing routes and also 
announced new routes to help market 
recovery. Air Berlin launched a new 
service between Budapest and Berlin 
and Ryanair plans to start five new 
routes in March. 


SPANAIR 


At the end of January Spanish car- 
rier Spanair ceased all operations and 
cancelled its flights. The company 
had been informed that it would not 
receive any more loans backed by the 
Catalan Regional Government, and 
Qatar Airways had withdrawn from 
talks about buying into the Barcelona- 
based carrier. 

The SAS Group had a 10.9% stake in the 
company and said that “the value of 
these shares has already been written 
down and are booked at zero value.” 
The Group added that it would follow 
customary creditor procedures in the 
upcoming bankruptcy process. 
Spanair was a member of the Star 
Alliance and had issued a statement 
in early 2011 saying it was in “an emer- 
gency financial situation.” Ithada fleet 
of 29 aircraft — mostly Airbus A320s — 
which have been returned to lessors. 
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m News Review» Europe -- 


Berlin Brandenburg 
Comes to Life 


THE FIRST passengers have checked in 
to Berlin Brandenburg Airport (BER) on 
February 7, 116 days before the facility 
officially opens. Approximately 250 
volunteers participated in the first of a 
series of trials that will fully test the air- 
port and its systems before operations 
begin. The volunteers simulated depart- 
ing passengers, testing all the processes 
involved in normal day's operations. 
The testers were first given a safety 
briefing — BER remains a building site 
and appropriate precautions had to be 
taken - after which they were allocated 
flights and allowed to enter the new 
terminal as its first wave of passengers. 
First going to the relevant check-in 
desks, where luggage was dropped 
and boarding passes issued, they then 
proceeded through the security check- 
points manned by the German police 
force, before going to the main pier at 
the other end of the terminal, where 


they simulated the boarding process 
at their gate, Some of the volunteers 
were given ‘event cards’ that enabled 
them to enact different scenarios, such 
as withdrawing from a flight after check: 
ing in luggage and asking to change 
seats when boarding, to further test 
the airport's systems, 

Speaking after the first trial of the 
facility, Professor Dr Rainer Schwarz, 
CEO of Flughafen Berlin Brandenburg, 
said: “We are very pleased with how 
the day went. Most of our processes 
worked well and the vast majority of 
testers gave positive feedback." 
Before the airport offically opens, fur- 
ther trials will take place on 30 separate 
days leading up to May 16, with a total 
of 10,000 volunteers playing the role of 
passengers, with the aim of identifying 
and rectifying any errors or problems in 
workflows leading to a smooth opening 
on June 3, 2012. 


Pictured at Manchester in early February 


is Monarch's Airbus A320-214, G-MRUK (c/n 


1081), wearing the carrier's new livery. 
(Nik French) 


Southend Expansion 


THE NEXT few 
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j by The 
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by easyJet, starting on April 2 


irliner World joined the carrier in 


February on what was the first flight 


to ‘use’ the terminal. The ‘passengers 


uded easyJet employees who had 
travelled to Southend to coordinate the 
forthcoming services and the aircraft wa: 
then used by the 


to practice tor 


ground handling team 
ing procedures etc. (See 
next month's issue fora full report on the 


new terminal.) (Photo Key - Tony Dixon) 


Luton Unveils 
Expansion Plan 


LONDON/LUTON Airport has unveiled 
plans to double its capacity to 18 million 
passengers per year. Proposed changes 
include a reconfigured road access to the 
terminal area and a new, multi-storey car 
park. Airside developments will include 
an extension to the current parallel taxi- 
way and the installation of high-speed 
exists, eliminating the need for aircraft 
to backtrack down the runway. 

The proposals will be open for consul- 
tation until March 26 with the airport 
authorities expecting to submit a plan- 
ning application the following month. 


Estonian Opts for E-Jets 


ESTONIAN AIR has confirmed plans to 
replace its current fleet of narrow-body 
and regional aircraft with the Embraer 
EJet family. The carrier has signed а 
contract with the Brazilian manufacturer 
for three, 88-seat E175s and a single 
E190 with the first delivery expected in 
spring 2014. The airline will also lease 
a further eight examples, consisting 
of both E170s and E190s; four, 76-seat 
Е170 will be acquired from Finnair with 
the first expected to join the carrier 
during March. 


“We chose Embraer E-Jets to replace 
our current fleet of Boeing 737s and 
Bombardier CRJs because the ‘one fam- 
ily’ concept offers the capacity flexibil- 
ity we need to pursue our immediate 
expansion and fleet modernisation 
objectives. The aircraft will deliver a 
standard of in-flight experience that 
will keep us competitive and allow us 
to access new markets with lower risk 
than using larger jets,” said Estonian 
Air President Tero Taskila. “We have 
also been following with great interest 


the analysis that Embraer is conducting 
to launch a second generation of its 
EJets, using new engines, with possible 
entry into service around 2018, | am 
particularly pleased that, despite being 
à small carrier, Embraer is taking our 
requirements and comments into con- 
sideration in the new E-ets design. We 
like to remain at the forefront of technol- 
ogy and this new aircraft would clearly 
be a great way to ensure we always 
offer the very latest jet technology to 
our passengers.” 


Temporary Closure for Air Alps 


TROUBLED AUSTRIAN regional car- 
rier Air Alps announced on February 
1 that it had resumed operations with 
immediate effect following a change in 
management. The airline, which uses a 
fleet of three Dornier 328-1005 across 
Northern Italy on behalf of Alitalia, had 
temporarily suspended services in late 
January after running into financial 


difficulties. Shortly afterwards it con- 
firmed that it had entered talks with 
Innsbruck-based Welcome Air over a 
potential takeover. 

"The issues with the authorities and 
our partners have all been resolved. 
We have a green light for the continua- 
tion of operations on our main route of 
Bolzano to Rome from February 1," said 


the carrier's new Managing Director, 
Oliver Ladurner. "I look forward to the 
challenge. We will look to strengthen 
our position with the owner and | would. 
like to thank all of my colleagues and our 
suppliers for their commitment and con 
fidence. | would also like to apologise 
to our customers for any inconvenience 
caused by the interruption.” 


EuroLOT is to acquire eight Bombardier 
Dash 8-Q400NGs, and has options on a 
further 12. Deliveries are expected to have 
been completed by August 2012 with the 
first three examples due to join the carrier 
in April. 


* News Review: Е 


А poll commissioned by the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers found that 
25% of the general public would prefer 
à third runway at London/Heathrow 
against a new airport in the Thames Estuary, 
However, 3596 backed the decision to block 
any expansion at Heathrow. 


‘Alitalia has reached a tentative agreement. 
10 merge with charter operator Blue 
Panorama and no-frills airline Wind Jet as 
it moves to consolidate the domestic and 
international air transport sector, 


The UK Civil Aviation Authority has 
signed up to the Ordnance Surveys Public 
Sector Mapping Agreement in an effort to 
monitor aircraft noise, 


West Atlantic Airlines, Europes largest 
regional cargo operator, has signed a three- 
year support contract with BAE Systems for 
its fleet of 44 ATP turboprop aircraft, 


Austrian Airlines has announced that it 
will resume flights to Libya from March 
25. The five-times weekly service between 
Vienna and Tripoli was suspended due to 
political unrest in early 2011, 


Bristow Helicopters has been awarded 
а four-year contract to provide Search 
and Rescue services to northern Scotland. 
The operator will base Sikorsky 5-925 at 
Sumburgh and Stornoway from June 2013, 


Low-cost carrier easyJet celebrated 10 
years of operations at London/Gatwick in 
late February, The airline is the largest 
operator here, serving 94 destinations with 
50 based aircraft. (Photo easyJet) 


Airstream International has completed 
the sale of former InterSky Bombardier Dash 
8-0300, OE-LIE (c/n 546), to AeroCentury 
Corporation, The aircraft is expected to join 
Maldivian carrier Island Aviation Services. 


Reuben Brothers has completed the 
acquisition of The London Heliport. The 
group also owns London/Oxford airport. 


Air France has confirmed that it has 
reduced its fuel consumption by 4% since 
2007 under an ongoing energy efficiency 
programme, The carrier has also lowered its. 
CO, emissions by 27% on overseas routes. 
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BAA HAS lost its appeal against the 
sale of London/Stansted Airport. In the 
original ruling made in March 2009, the 
Competition Commission found that 
the company held a dominant position 
in the UK and ordered it to sell off the 
airports at Gatwick, Stansted and one 
of either Glasgow or Edinburgh (see 
Airliner World, September 2011, pg6). In 
the latest tribunal, Spanish-owned BAA 
argued that its ownership of Heathrow 
and Stansted was not anti-competitive 


BAA Loses Stansted Appeal 


. Transavia Dons its Bikini 


Transavia has applied these eye-catching decals to its Boeing 737-7K2, PH-KRA (c/n 30784). The aircraft is promoting the European 
Beach Volleyball tournament, which will be held in the Netherlands in May. (Michael Prophet) 


n 111012 
Р хот 


on the basis that the two facilities served 
vastly different markets. It added that 
it would not be economically viable to 
sell the airport in the current financial 
climate but the case was dismissed by 
the UK Competition Appeal Tribunal 
on February 1. 

BAA, which completed the sale of 
Gatwick in 2009 and has recently 
agreed to sell Edinburgh, said it was 
"disappointed" by the decision and was 
considering its position. 


Virgin Investment Continue 


BRITISH CARRIER 


announced that it will recruit 500 cat 


gin Atlantic ha: 


as part of an ongoing expansion 


programme. The airline is launching 


vices tc 
in Me 


Vancouver and Cancun 


respectively and i: 


expecting tot very of seven 


Airbus A330-300 wide-body, twin 
yearas part ofa 


rogram! 


All Go at Heathrow 


BAA, OWNER of London/Heathrow 
Airport, is eyeing a significant improve- 
mentin the passenger experience when 
itofficially opens the new Terminal 2 in 
2014, The project is the latest stage in 
a five-year, £4.8 billion transformation 
of the airport which began after the 
opening of the Terminal 5 in 2008. The 
new facility will house the Star Alliance 
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group of airlines and is expected to serve 
20 million passengers per year, 

Terminal 2 is currently the largest, pri- 
vately funded construction project in the 
UKand once completed, the £2.5 billion 
facility will feature 28 aircraft stands, 60 
self-service kiosks and 56 check-in desks, 
Meanwhile, noise complaints at 
Heathrow rose more than six-fold during 


the recent mixed-mode trial. Designed 
to allow greater flexibility as to when 
the airport's two runways are used for 
simultaneous arrivals and departures 
(see Airliner World, September issue, 
pg8), the trial attracted 480 complaints 
during its first month, compared to 
just 75 during the same period in 2010. 
(Photo BAA) 


vs that Virgin is invest 
million into it less Cla: 


market 


ing £1 
ict as it looks to increase its 
hare in the inclu 


ector, Change 


Upper Class cabin which will 
ед seating, a bar and the 
n of fine dining’ onboard it 
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due for delivery 


Ryanair Eyes 
Hungarian 
Expansion 


IRISH LOW-COST carrier Ryanair has 
announced plans to launch 32 new routes 
from Budapest. The move comes just 
weeks after the Hungarian national carrier 
Malev ceased operations. 

The no-frills airline introduced new servic- 
es toan initial six destinations (Barcelona, 
Dublin, Karlsruhe, London/Stansted, 
Madrid and Stockholm) on February 17, 
with another 26 routes expected to be 
added within the next few months. 
“Welcoming Ryanair back to our airport 
was always on the agenda and while they 
initially announced five routes for com- 
mencementin March, this has now been 
increased to 32 in total," commented 
Budapest Airport CEO Jost Lammers. 
"Operating from Terminal 2 and pay- 
ing the same charges as all of the other 
airlines using the facility, there is now 
more competition in this market, afford- 
ing more convenience and choice for 
travellers. We look forward to Ryanair's 
long and continuous operations from 
our airport." 


WOW AIR, the new Icelandic low-cost 
carrier, has announced that it is to 
commence operations in June 2012. 
The airline, founded in 2011, will use 
a pair of 168-seat Airbus A320s leased 
from Avion Express to launch serv- 
ices to twelve destinations across 


Currently operatiijberween Växjö arid Stockhol 
Ts Swedish airline consortium SverigeffygS new BAESystems 
ATP, SELLO (c/n 2023) The group's constituent carriérs are 


Tisred onthe forward fuselage 


New Airline Set to Wow Iceland 


Europe including London/Stansted, 
Copenhagen, Berlin and Paris. 

"We are aware that it is a brave move 
to launch a new airline in the present 
economic climate but have spotted an 
obvious gap in the market for low-cost 
flight options from Iceland to a number 


Czech cartier CSA has applied a 1960s-vintage livery to 
Boeing 737-555, OK-XGC (c/n 26541). The aircraft is the alr- 
lines second to wear a retro colourscheme. (lan песка) 


of European cities,” said WOW Air CEO 
Baldur Baldursson. ‘We have extensive 
experience in the Icelandic tourism 
market and have ambitious plans for 
the airline, including an increase in 
frequency to London in the spring 
of 2013.” 


IAG Edges 
Closer to JAL 
Deal 


INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES Group (IAG) 
has agreed plans for a new joint busi- 
ness between wholly-owned British 
Airways and Japan Airlines (JAL) on 
services between Europe and Japan. 
The tie-up would benefit passengers 
by providing better links anda greater 
choice of flights while potentially 
allowing both operators to launch 
new routes. IAG added that the rev- 
enue-sharing agreement would also 
strengthen the oneworld alliance, of 
which both carriers are members, and 
enable it to compete more effectively 
against other global alliances. 
“British Airways has a long history 
of flying to Japan and linking the 
world’s third largest economy to the 
UKand Europe" commented IAG Chief 
Executive Willie Walsh. "We have 
very close links with JAL and look 
forward to enhancing that relation- 
ship further.” 


* News Review: Е 


Channel Islands-based Blue Island has 
confirmed plans to launch a weekly summer 
servie between Jersey and Cambridge 
using a 48-seat ATR 42, 


Spanish carrier Air Nostrum celebrated the 
delivery of its tenth CRJ1000 NextGen оп 
February 3. The Regional Jet is the carriers 
75th Bombardier commercial aircraft. 


Lithuanian Authorities are reportedly 
planning on launching a new national 
carrier under the name of airLituanica. 
The country has been without a locally 
based airline since the demise of flyLAL 
(Lithuanian Airlines) in January 2009. 


International Airlines — Group-owned 
Iberia is to relocate its London/Heathrow. 
operations from Terminal 4 to Terminal 5 
in order to improve connections with its 
partner carrier British Airways. 


Leeds Bradford-based Jet2 marked this 
leap year with an unusual ‘Daring Darlings’ 
competition. Ladies who proposed to their 
spouses aboard any Jet2 flight on February. 
29 (a British tradition) were entered into а 
prize draw with the lucky couple winning a 
free luxury honeymoon, (Photo Jet2) 


д — 


New business charter operator Fly Vectra 
has launched operations from London/ 
Oxford Airport. The company, which will 
operate two Cessna Citations by the end of 
2012, received its Air Operators Certificate 
in early February. 


Vueling has confirmed plans to launch 
new domestic and international services. 
following the recent demise of rival carrier 
Spanair. The airline will double its presence. 
at Barcelona/El Prat while expanding its. 
network by 25%. 


Peel Airports has completed the sale of its 
majority shareholding in Durham Tees Valley. 
Airport to Peel Investments (DVTA). 


Faroe Islands carrier Atlantic Airways has 
won a tender with the Norwegian company, 
Statoil, to provide helicopter support 
services for oil exploration. The airline will 
use an AgustaWestland AW139 to operate 
the £2.25 million contract, 


Pegasus announced that it had become the 
fifth largest low-cost carrier in Europe after 
it carried 11.3 million passengers during 
2011, up 32.2% against 2010, 
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News Review « 


SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES has been 
named as the most punctual carrier in 
Europe for the third consecutive year 
by FlightStats, SAS operated 239,320 
flights during 2011 and improved on the 
previous year with an on-time perform- 
ance of 88.22%. 

FlightStats, owned by Conducive 
Technology and based in Portland, US, 
specialises in the collection and distri- 
bution of flight data and statistics. The 
award was presented to SAS by CEO Jeff 
Kennedy, with the Scandinavian carrier 
finishing ahead of Finnair, KLM, LOT and 
Ryanair in the European category. 

SAS CEO Rickard Gustafson explained 
that the award was more than just a pub- 
licity stunt for the airline and that good 
punctuality was now “a fundamental 
part of its operations.” 

The carrier, which was placed third 
behind All Nippon Airways and Japan 
Airlines in the world category, says it has 
enjoyed an excellent year with passenger 
figures having increased to over 27 mil- 
lion, up two million over 2010. 


SAS Chief Operating Officer Flemming 
Jensen highlighted how, for a carrier 
which operates so many connections 
across its network, “bad punctuality 
can be expensive." He added that while 
processes are being constantly refined 
to improve the airline's performance, 
the mindset of its staff is а key factor. To 
this end, the carrier has selected one of 
its pilots, Per Schroder to be ‘On-Time 
General’ to promote this message. 

Schroder is enthusiastic about the ini: 
tiative, but explained that scepticism 
among the staff had been one of the 
largest hurdles, an obstacle which 
appears to have been overcome with 
many employees proudly wearing an 
‘on-time agent’ badge. Schroder, who 
continues to fly for SAS despite his 
important role, was particularly proud 
that the idea had been conceived in- 
house and claims that the cost of the 
initiative was “his salary, 40 Danish pas- 
tries (used to convince some reluctant 
ground crew) and a lot of pin badges.” 
Scandinavian has attributed its success, 


Top -The Airbus A320 family is a key part of the SAS fleet. (Arteamimoges com/Danijel ovary 


From left to right, SAS Chief Operating Officer Flemming Jensen and CEO Rickard Gustafsor 
receive the FlightStats Award from Conducive Technology CEO Jeff Kennedy. (Key - Craig West 
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in part at least, to better planning, with 
schedules being adjusted to cater for 
different aircraft types - this presents a 
significant problem for SAS, which oper- 
ates a mix of Airbus A320s, Boeing 737s, 
Bombardier CRJ700s and McDonnell 
Douglas MD-80s from its three bases 
at Copenhagen, Oslo and Stockholm. 
Consolidation of this complex fleet struc- 
ture is now under way and is expected to 
deliver an estimated saving of 200-300 
million SEK (£19-28,5 million). SAS plans 
tohave retired its remaining MD-80 fleet 
within 18 months, replacing the type 
with new and leased A320s and 737s. 
The carrier is expecting the first of 30 
A320neos in 2016, but despite its reliance 
on the current 737NG family, Gustafson 
confirmed that an order for the new 737 
МАХ "had not been considered." 


All Change 

Speaking with Airliner World, Mr 
Gustafson outlined some of the carrier's 
plans for the immediate future. Rising 
fuel prices and the current economic 
climate have led SAS to bring forward 
its cost-cutting programme, with admin- 
istrative costs expected to be reduced 
by 15-20% over the next two years. A 
renegotiated pensions deal for its staff 
should also save the airline 1 billion SEK 
(£95.3 million). 

The contentious EU Emissions Trading 
Scheme could cost the carrier 100 million. 
SEK (£9.6 million) this year, and while 
Gustafson expressed his support for such 
an initiative (SAS is keen to promote its 
green credentials), he spoke critically of 
ascheme that “puts European carriers at 
a competitive disadvantage.” 
Scandinavian's cash flow took a further 
hit recently following the collapse of 
Spanair, of which SAS owned a 10% 
share. "Our stake in the airline was writ- 
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SAS has announced that it will increase 


its presence at airports across its network 
using bold new branding. The first airport. 
to be updated will be Malmó in Sweden. 


ten down to zero in 2010," Gustafson 
explained. "The main hit for us came 
froman outstanding loan of €149 million. 
Cash flow is expected to be reduced by 
around 200 million SEK (£19 million). 
He added that a code-share agreement 
between the two operators had been 
terminated last year. 

Faced with mounting competition from 
low-cost carrier Norwegian, Gustafson 
said that SAS was defending its position. 
in the region well, and while there had 
been a decrease in its market position, 
the airline was growing its profitability. 
Interestingly, the carrier has begun 
installing Wi-Fi on its short-haul fleet 
(a feature rolled out by Norwegian last 
year) with the first example, an Oslo- 
based 737, now in service. The technol- 
ogy, which will be fitted on ten aircraft by 
mid-2012, allows passengers to use text, 
email and internet services, and while 
telephony is available as an option, the 
airline is unclear as to whether this facility 
will be offered to customers. 


MC-21 FAMILY 
MORE COMFORT 
LESS COST 


= 12-15% operational cost reduction in comparison 
with existing analogues 


m innovative airframe design solutions 


= optimal fuselage cross-section increasing the comfort 
level and reducing the turnaround time 


= cooperation with the world leading suppliers 
of systems and equipment 


в eco-minded solutions 


в extended operational capabilities 


www. irkut.com 
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Kyrgz Airways Flies On 


the EU. 


p- 


This rare Airbus A320-212, EX-32001 (c/n 445), is operated by Kyrgz Airways but carries 
Air Bishkek titles. The airline is one of several currently banned from operating into 


Irkut to Lead With -300 Series 


RUSSIAN MANUFACTURER Irkut has 
confirmed that the MC21 will be pro- 
duced initially in the 180-seat, -300 
series form. In an announcement at 
the recent Singapore Airshow, it added 
that contracts had been agreed with 
Pratt & Whitney, Rockwell Collins, Eaton, 
Goodrich, Hamilton Sundstrand and 
Zodiac Aerospace while further negotia- 
tions were ongoing. 

The decision to lead with the MC21-300 


BA Flight Upg 


BRITISH AIRWAYS (BA) has report 
edly reached an impasse with the 
Russian Civil Aviation Authorities 
after announcing plans to upgrade 
its London/Heathrow to Moscow/ 
Domodedovo service. Currently oper 
ated by Airbus A320s and Boeing 767s, 
the carrier disclosed in September 2011 
that it had begun negotiations over 
the use of larger 747s and 7775 on the 
route - the current bilateral agreement 


was, according to the manufacturer, 
based on demand from its existing cus: 
tomers, Aeroflot and Ilyushin Finance. 
Irkut, which has signed a marketing and 
after-sales support cooperation agree: 
ment with Lufthansa Consulting, claims 
that its narrow-body jetliner will offer fuel 
savings of 23% when compared to its 
main competitors. Design of the aircraft 
is expected to be finalised by mid-2012 
with the first flight planned for 2014. 


ade on Hold? 


between Russia and the UK requires 
coordination over the frequency and 
type of aircraft on all services between 
the two countries, 

However, reports in the Russian press 
have suggested that the carrier has 
failed to secure approval to upgrade 
its flights to Moscow. This is believed 
to be linked to a refusal by the UK 
authorities to grant a similar request 
from Aeroflot and Transaero. 
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TENSILE ENGINEERING firm Architen 
Landrell has completed the installation 
of a new canopy at Yerevan's Zvartnots 
Airport, Armenia. The 64,583sq ft 
(6,000m?) exterior canopy, which is 
made out of PTFE polythene-coated 
fabric, is designed to provide shelter from 
the country's extreme weather and was 
attached to the new terminal building 
as part of a regeneration project led 
by Argentinean architectural company 
Corporation America. 


Architen Landrell, which was also con: 
tracted to install light diffusing fabric 
baffles inside the facility, designed, engi 
neered and pre-fabricated the structures 
atits factory in the UK before transport: 
ing them by road across Europe. 

Lance Rowell, Director at Architen 
Landrell, said that he was “very pleased 
to have been involved with such an 
eminent project and build such a good 
working relationship with its team." 
(Photo Architen Landrell) 


Aeroflot to Replace Superjets 


RUSSIAN NATIONAL carrier Aeroflot has. 
confirmed plans to replace its recently. 
delivered Sukhoi Superjet 100s with 
new, customised variants. The airline, 
which recently took delivery of its fifth 
example, RA-89007 (c/n 95015), was 
due to receive ten aircraft last year 
under the original delivery schedule. 
However, setbacks with the manufac 
turer's supply chain led to delays and 
the carrier chose to accept a simplified, 
interim version of the regional jet. 

“Aeroflot has placed an order for the 


aircraft with different amenities and 
cabin configuration. Regretfully, our 
suppliers were not ready to put up all 
the necessary equipment as speci- 
fied," remarked Sukhoi Civil Aircraft 
Vice President for Customer Relations, 
Igor Syrtsov. However, he added that 
the manufacturer had committed to 
delivering improved variants, which 
full meet Aeroflot's specifications. It 
is expected that the airline will return 
its initial examples to the manufacturer 
for modification and resale. 


Turkmenistan's Boeing 717-22K, EZ-A107 (c/n 55198), was one of two examples which made a fuel stop at Birmingham, UK, in. 
February. The jets were en route to Marana, Arizona where they are expected to be placed into storage. (Кл! Nov 


ABC Receives New Freighter 


RUSSIAN CARRIER AirBridlge Cargo (ABC) 
took delivery ofits first Boeing 747-8F оп 
January 26. The initial example, VQ-BLQ 
(c/n 37581), is one of an eventual five 
aircraft, with the next two expected in 
March and September respectively. The 
airline also retains options to purchase a 
further five of the type. 

"The introduction of the 747-8F repre- 
sents a huge commitment to our cus- 
tomers since we are investing in state- 
of-the-artequipment to further expand. 


our network," ABC's Executive President 
Tatyana Arslanova commented. "We 
have a firm belief that our established 
and new customers will greatly benefit 
from the additional features the aircraft 
will provide such as enhanced payload. 
With the introduction of the 747-8F, we'll 
have the youngest freighter fleet in the 
industry while maintaining the highest 
standards of environmental compliance.” 
Boeing Commercial Airplanes Vice 
President of Sales Russia, Central Asia and 


Middle East, Marty Bentrott, added; "ABC 
isa valued customer that has built a very 
successful cargo business with the help 
of eleven 747 Freighters and we're con- 
fident it will maintain its impressive rate 
of growth, supported by its new fleet.” 
The fuel-efficient, General Electric GEnx- 
2B-powered freighter, which is 18ft 4in 
(5.6m) longer than the -400 series it 
replaces, can carry four additional cargo 
pallets on the main deck, and three more 
in the lower hold. 


More Orders for Superjet 


TRANSAERO, RUSSIA'S second largest 
carrier, has placed an estimated $200 
million order with Sukhoi for six Superjet 
100 regional aircraft. The latest in a 
string of recent acquisitions by the airline, 
which have included multi-billion dollar 


Y 


BELARUSIAN CARRIER Belavia has 
placed an order a pair of Embraer 
175s as part of a recently launched 
fleet renewal programme. The two. 
narrow-body aircraft will be fitted in 
a 76-seat configuration, consisting of 


12 in Business Class and 64 in Economy. 
"This is another excellent example of 
an airline which has embraced the 


E-Jets philosophy of fleet right-sizing,” 
said Embraer President, Commercial 
Aviation Paulo Cesar de Souza e Silva, 


-Jets for Belavia 


orders with both Airbus and Boeing, the 
55J1005 are expected to be operated on 
Transaero's short-haul services, 

“This purchase is in response to the 
growing demand for regional flights. 
in Russia,” Transaero's Deputy Director 


It joins a growing list of customers in 
Eastern Europe who have discovered 
the enormous potential of the aircraft 
to add capacity that is ideally suited to 
markets in that region without down 
grading the service level they offer in 
their narrow-bodies.' 

Belavia Director General Anatoly 
Gusarov added: “We have taken a 
strategic decision to phase out our 
old fleet and opt for a new aircraft to. 
complement our narrow-body jets. 


РТИ: 


General Dmitry Stolyarov commented, 
adding that the aircraft are planned to 
operate from the carrier's hubs at St 
Petersburg and Khabarovsk. Delivery 
of the first example is due in the fourth 
quarter of 2015. 


The E175 perfectly suits our growth 
strategy to test new routes where it 
would be uneconomical to operate 
larger aircraft 

Belavia becomes the latest E-Jet oper 
ator in the region behind Aerosvit, 
Air Astana, Air Moldova Bulgaria Air, 
Montenegro Airlines and Wind Rose 
Aviation, The jets will be leased from 
US-based Air Lease Corporation with 
delivery of the first example expected 
in September 2012. (Photo Embraer) 
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Azerbaijan Airlines has confirmed that 
it will take delivery of three Boeing 7675 
during 2012, consisting of one passenger- 
configured example and two freighters. The 
first is expected to join the carrier in June, 


Russian national airline Aeroflot carried 
142 million passengers in 2011, an increase 
of 25.6% against the previous year. Both 
international and domestic traffic rose 
significantly while the average load factor 
for the period was up to 77.5%. 


US manufacturer Boeing has delivered the 
first of four 767-33PERs to Uzbekistan 
Airways. The aircraft were part of an order, 
which also includes two 787 Dreamliner, 
placed by the carrier in 2008, (Photo Boeing) 


Russian carrier UTair has agreed a $100 
million, five-year deal with Sberbank 
leasing Co for the acquisition of seven 
Boeing 7375, consisting of two -800 series 
and five -500s, 


luhansk Airport, located in eastern 
Ukraine, has launched a UAH 52 million 
(£4.1 million) programme to refurbish its 
‘main runway. 


Aeroflot-owned regional carrier 
Vladivostok Avia relocated its Moscow 
operations from Vnukovo to Sheremetyevo 
on February 1 


The Russian Ministry of Transport has 
completed the certification of FL Technics 
Jets, allowing the Lithuanian MRO to 
undertake line and base maintenance work 
оп Russian-registered business aircraft. 


Vladivostok Airport is expecting to have 
its open skies status approved in June, 
paving the way for new carriers to launch 
services to Russias Far East without the 
bilateral agreements currently required. 


Krasnodar-based Kuban Airlines has 
confirmed that it carried 900,000 passengers 
during 2011, an increase of 35% for 2001 
against the previous year. Average load 
factors for the period rose by 17.8% to 7296. 


Yemelyanova Airport, located in 
Krasnoyarsk, Russia, has selected Lufthansa 
Consulting to help it attract new carriers 
and expand its route network. The facility 
is currently served by 30 operators and 
handled 1.6 million passengers in 2011. 


Transaero has introduced four-times 


weekly services between Moscow/ 
Domodedovo and Yerevan in Armenia, 
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‘Silk Way Lands DoD Contract 


Transaero 
Targets 
Vnukovo 
Expansion 


RUSSIAN CARRIER Transaero Airlines 
has agreed a strategic cooperation 
with Moscow/Vnukovo Airport. 
Under the memorandum, signed on 
February 23, the two will become 
partners with the aim of developing 
the civil aviation market = the carrier 
will work with the facility on areas 
such as the handling of passengers, 
luggage, air mail and cargo. 

The ten-year agreement comes as 
Transaero prepares for its May 2012 
launch of domestic and international 
services from the airport, with the 
facility expecting to generate up to 
2 million extra passengers per year. 
“We have signed a very important 
agreement, which opens new pros- 
pects for the development of our 
airline in Moscow, I highly appreciate 
the aspiration of Vnukovo Airport to 
provide us with the most advanced 
and innovative services and I'm con- 
fident that this strategic coopera- 
tion will be a success," commented 
Transaero Airlines General Director 
Olga Pleshakova. 

The partnership is expected to 
deliver several long-term benefits 
with Vnukovo having committed 
to upgrading four aircraft stands 10 
handle to the Airbus A380 and Boeing 
747-81 ~Transaero has four examples 
of each type on order. The carrier will 
establish an MRO at the airport and 
plans to build a new hangar. Anew, 
32,300sq ft (3,000m) training facility 
is also expected to be added. 


5) 
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GLOBAL AVIATION Holdings, the parent 


company of World Airways, has reached 
an agreement with Silk Way Airli 

provide ait freight and outsized cargo 
services to the US Military. For the US 
airline, which has operated contracts 
on behalf of the Department of Defense 
(DoD) since 1955, the deal will compliment 


its own operations with the Azerbaijani 
carrier specialised in transporting heavy 
industrial equipment, materials for con: 
struction and vehicles plus equipment for 
theoiland gas industry. Significantly, Silk 
Way, which operates a fleet of Antonov 
An-12s, Boeing 747s and Ilyushin 11-765, 
flies into both Afghanistan and Iraq 


Way's experience and expertise п 
handling outsized cargo, especially to 
non-traditional destinations, is a great 
addition to our military support pro- 
gramme,” said Global CEO Rob Binns. 
"We are pleased to be teaming with 
them for this critical cargo service. 
(Photo Phil Woods) 


Expansion for Air Astana 


KAZAKHSTAN CARRIER Air Astana has 
announced an order with US manufac- 
turer Boeing for four 767-300ERs and 
three 787 Dreamliners. The airline con: 
firmed that the new 767s will replace two 
currently leased examples, while its fleet 
of smaller 757s will also be phased out. Air 
Astana President, Peter Foster added that 
the carrier's Dreamliners will be used to 
launch services to destinations in Africa, 
Australasia and the US. 


Off-Road 


S INTERSTATE Aviation 


Committee (IAC) has approved the 


operation of ATR 42 and 72 turbo 
props from non-tarmac runways 
Both UTair and NordStar fly the types 
to airfields across Northern Russia and 
Siberia. According to the IAC, around 
38% of the country's 332 airports have 
non-Tarmac runwa 


AirAstana Chairman Nurzhan Baidauletov 
stated that the introduction of the 
Dreamliner "will place the carrier amongst 
the leading airlines of the world in terms 
of operating the highest quality, environ- 
mentally friendly air services.” He also 
stressed that in keeping with its history 
of financial self-sufficiency, the airline 
would not require state or shareholder 
funds for the purchases, but “will fund 
the new aircraft through a combination 


20th 737 for Ukraine 


Ukraine International Airlines has added a 20th Boeing 737, UR-GBA (c/n 28670) to its 
fleet, The aircraft, a series 300 fitted with winglets, was formerly operated 
‘by Brussels Airlines, (Ukraine International Або Volkov) 


SSS 


ofits own cash and financial instruments 
through the air finance market." 

Worth an estimated $1.3 billion, deliver- 
ies of the winglet-equipped 767s are 
expected between 2013 and 2014, while 
the first Dreamliner will join the carrier 
in 2017. 

Thecarrier has confirmed plans to launch 
new services to Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia, 
Uzbek capital Tashkent and the Russian 
city of Kazan during spring 2012. 


Red Wings 
to Dagestan? 


MOSCOW-BASED charter carrier Red 
Wings has announced that it is consid- 
ering opening a new base at Makhachkala 
in the Republic of Dagestan. This fol- 
lows news that the airline, which carried 
900,000 passengers last year, was estimat- 
inga full-year lossof $22.2 million for 2011, 
duein part to the political unrestin Egypt 
Red Wings has confirmed its intention to 
launch twice-daily services to Moscow, 
alongwith routes to several international 
destinations. The carrier hopes to fil the 
void left following the demise of locally 
based Dagestan Airlines in late 2011. 


ussia has always been a leader 

in combat aircraft design and 

production; its products form. 

the backbone of more than 50 
national air forces worldwide. The 
MC21 jetairliner—which is Russian for 
"long-range airliner of the 21st Century" 
-is now in development with high 
hopes it will corner a large share of the 
future market in 150 to 212 single-aisle 
commercial jets. 


The MC21 is an ambitious program 
that Russia hopes will mark its suc- 
cessful return to the international 
commercial airliner market. Program 
prime contractor and MC21 designer 
is the Irkut Corporation and the jet will 
be assembled in the city of Irkutsk, 
alongside the production of Su-30MKI 
fighters and Yak-130 combat train 
ers, The MC21 family of airliners will 
have capacity for 150 to 212 passen- 
gers, flying at ranges up to 2,970nm 
(5,500km). The new jet will enable 
airlines to cut direct operational costs 
by 12 to 1596. The project aims to 


bring together specialist companies in 
engine and avionics systems into one 
team. It will be the first aircraft with a 
capacity of more than 150 passengers 
touse Pratt & Whitney's brand-new 
PWI400G geared turbojet engines. 
Other project sub-contractors include: 
Rockwell Collins, Hamilton Sundstrand, 
Honeywell, THALES, Eaton and the 
French Zodiac Group, as well as many 
renowned Russian enterprises such as 
Aerokompozit, Aviastar-SP and others. 
The MC21's airframe and wing con- 
struction will employ large-scale use 
of composite materials which will 
provide almost half of the predicted 


23% savings in fuel consumption when 
compared with current generation jets. 
But the jet's state-of-the-art design is 
not just for the operator's benefit — it 
promises excellent passenger comfort. 
too. The large diameter fuselage gives 
passengers an extra 3096 of space, with 
wider seats and bigger luggage bins, 
making it the world's first single-aisled. 
aircraft with long-range comfort. The 
MC21 has impressive environmentally 
friendly credentials to, reducing NOx 
and CO: emissions by 50% and 20% 
respectively compared to current gen- 
eration jets. 

A full-sized MC21 mock-up made its 


1а 


public debut at the 2010 Farnborough 
International Airshow and generated 
strong interest from airlines. Sales of 
the MC21 have reached a total of 235 
for both the MC21-200 and MC21-300 
variants, including a firm order for 50 
aircraft from Russian national carrier, 
Aeroflot. The maiden flight of the 
MC21 is scheduled for 2014, with the 
certification of the basic version to be. 
completed in 2016 and deliveries to 
customers starting in 2017. According 
tolrkut’s market forecast there is a. 
requirement for more than 1,000 
MC2Is, with western partners agree- 
ing with the assessment. The stable 
financial and economic position of the 


++ advertorial 


Irkut Corporation, the active support 
of the Russian Government and the 
program's international partners will 
lead to the development of a success 
ful product. 

Irkut Corporation's strong participa- 
tion at the Indian Aviation exhibition 
in Hyderabad (March 14 -18) includes. 
à full-sized MC21 mock-up. Alexey 
Fedorov, Irkut Corporation's President 
said; "India is the strategic partner of 
Russia. Irkut has this definition as the 
principle of its collaboration with our 
indian partners. Understandably, we 
are keen to augment our collabora- 
tion with Indian high-tech companies 
within the MC21 program." 
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PRESIDENT AND CEO James Hogan said 
itwasan "historic day" for Etihad Airways 
as the carrier reported its first-ever profit 
= reporting a full year earnings before 
interest and taxes (EBIT) of $137 million 
with revenues up to $4.1 billion, 

“This is an amazing achievement for an 


Republic of Namibia, Air | Namibia, | has 
‘ordered two new Airbus A319sto replace 
| its Boeing 737-5005. The aircraft will seat 
112 passengers in a two-class layout and. 
augmentthecarrier'stwoleased A319s on. 
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Profits at Etihad 


airline just eight years old,” he said. “Five 
years ago we said we would be profitable 
by 2011. Despite the global financial crisis, 
continued high oil prices, regional instabil- 
ityand natural disasters, we have delivered, 
"And we will aim for strong growth again 
in 2012, in spite of the tough global eco- 


z regional routes, and two A340-300s оп їз. 


international route between Windhoek 
‘and Frankfurt, Germany. 

“Our in-service experience with Airbus 
aircraft has confirmed the A319 is the 
ideal aircraft for our regional routes," said 


nomicenvironment, with a passenger traf- 
fictarget of 10 million and a corresponding 
increase in profits.” 

The carrier also announced its first equity 
investment in another carrier - germany's. 
Air Berlin — in December 2011. "This was 
а game changing move for us, adding 


thecarrier's acting CEO Theo M Namases. 
“The efficiency of our new aircraft, and 
commonality with our existing fleet will 
provide a strong basis for continued 
growth and contribution to the Namibian 
tourist industry.” (Photo Airbus ) 


Making a rare crossing of the. 

Atlantic, Yemenia (Yemen 

Airways/Government) Boeing 

7475P-27, 70-YMN (c/n 21786) 

was a February visitor to Boston 

Logan Airport, arriving from Los 
Angeles 


157 destinations and giving us access to 
35 million new passengers," he added. 
"The deal will be our most important 
catalyst for growth in 2012. It has given 
usinstant access to Europe's largest travel 
market and will have a major impact on 
revenues in 2012.” 


New Premium Lounge 
at Heathrow 


QATAR AIRWAYS has opened its new 
Premium Lounge in Terminal 4 at 
London/Heathrow, Itis the airline's first 
dedicated facility for First and Business 
Class passengers outside its Doha hub. 
The opening is in preparation for the 
planned increase in capacity on the 
Heathrow - Doha route — from four to 
five flights a day from March 25. 

Designed to resemble a boutique hotel 


The End 
For Air Zim? 


DESPITE REPORTEDLY restarting 
domestic flights in February, Air 
Zimbabwe has ceased operations. "| 
can confirm all flights are suspended. 
We are grounded indefinitely,” its CEO 
Innocent Mavhunga said in a state- 
ment to the press. A Boeing 767 had 
been impounded at London/Gatwick 
attheend of 2011 overan alleged $1.2 
million debt dispute with a US spares 
company. The carrier had also sus- 
pended flights to neighbouring South 
Africa because of another alleged 
debt of $500,000 in case other credi- 
tors impounded more of its aircraft. 


Katanga Express Dornier Do 328-110, N338PH (c/n 3029) at 
Lanseria near Johannesburg, South Africa. The airline fies domes- 
tic services within the Democratic Republic of Congo, mainly to 
and from the rich mining area of Katanga. (Stuart Haigh) 


or private member's club rather than a 
conventional airport lounge, the new 
lounge has been created to provide the 
ultimate in luxury and five-star service. 
It includes a global brasserie kitchen, 
delicatessen, signature Martini barand 
private shower facilities — with heated 
floors and mirrors, hotel-style towels 
and luxury brand toiletries and other 
amenities. (Photo Qatar Airways) 


New Uniforms 
For kulula 


AFTER TEN years of operations, South 
African low-cost carrier, kulula has 
launched a new range of uniforms 
created by local designer, Craig Port. 
The new look will also be worn by the 
Comair ground staff at all the airports 
thatkulula andits sister company British 
Airways serves. 

Nadine Damen, the carrier's marketing 
manager, said: "We turned ten last year 
and with this comes a wiser, wittier and 
smarter approach to flying the high 
skies. So, like any stylish fashionista 
worth her stilettos, we gave our much- 
loved crew a designer makeover that 
enhances our best assets beautifully.” 


(a 


ga Express 


Rare Dornier 
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Losses 
For Comair 


OPERATING COSTS at Comair of South 
Africa have risen by 24% to Rand 
2,008-billion (£165.8 million) follow- 
ing an increase of more than 40% on 
average fuel prices compared to the 
same period last year. 
Despite growing its revenue by 17% (as 
a result of higher fleet utilisation and 
use of the larger Boeing 737-800) in 
the last six months of 2011, the figures 
show an overall loss for the company. 
“We are focused on dramatically re- 
engineering the airline business,” said 
CEO, Erik Venter. "Airlines that do not 
substantially reinvent themselves are 
unlikely to survive in this challenging 
environment as demonstrated by the 
failure of a number of global airlines 
such as Spanair and Malev during the 
first weeks of 2012.” He added that 
the company had embarked on several 
cost-saving projects such as setting 
up its own catering unit, which aims 
to reduce catering costs by 2596, and 
establishing a crew base in Cape Town 
to lower crew accommodation costs by 
80%. (Via Mike Wright) 


Starbow Gains 
Two BAe 146s 


AERO SURVEYS Limited, a Ghanaian 
regional carrier, operating under the 
‘commercial name 'Starbow' and based 
in the capital Accra, has acquired two 
additional BAe 146 regional jetlin- 
ers for use on regional and domestic 
routes, The aircraft, one -300 and one 
-200 will double its fleet size to four 
and add additional capacity to satisfy 
increasing demand. 

Тһе carrier started domestic operations 
in Ghana on September 26, 2011 and 
it now serves the domestic centres of 
Kumasi with 16 flights a week, Tamale 
with seven and Takoradi with five. 


Ethiopian Airlines has placed a firm order 
for five Bombardier Dash 8-0400 NextGens, 
worth $160 million at official list prices — 
increasing the number of type purchased 
by the airline to 13. Two of the aircraft will 
be operated by Ethiopian and three by its 
affiliate, ASKY Airlines of Togo. 


Emirates SkyCargo is expanding its North 
‘American operation following the launch 
of daily passenger services from Dubai 
to Dallas/Fort Worth and Seattle/Tacoma 
International airports. The freight carrier 
now connects to seven points in North 
America with trade links to more than 100 
destinations worldwide. "Our daily, non- 
‘stop flights from the two new destinations 
will offer the fastest routes to the Middle 
East and beyond,” said Ram Menen, Emirates’ 
Divisional Senior Vice President Cargo. 


Bahrain's national carrier Gulf Air is 
reducing operations, announcing the 
closure of its services to four destinations; 
Damascus, Athens, Milan and Kuala Lumpur, 
It follows the announcement of the closure 
of its Entebbe and Geneva routes earlier in 
February. The airline said the cuts were due 
to a drop in demand because of local and 
regional political situations as well has high 
fuel costs that have placed greater pressure 
‘on financial margins. 


Aviation Lease And Finance Company 
(ALAFCO), the Kuwait-based international. 
aircraft leasing company, has finalised 
а purchase order for 35 Airbus A320ne0 
Family aircraft, bringing its total backlog 
for the type to 85. It has also selected CFM 
International's advanced LEAP-1A engines 
to power the aircraft, which are scheduled 
for delivery between 2019 and 2021, The 
firm engine order is valued at approximately 
$840 million at list price. (Photo Airbus) 


BAE Systems Regional Aircraft has 
built on a reputation for excellence with its 
aircraft repair services by winning a contract 
from South African cartier SA Airlink for the 
major repair of an Avro RJ85 The work is 
required as a result of a landing gear in early 
November. The nose gear became stuck in 
the up position which necessitated a landing 
without the nose gear deployed. 


Ras Al Khaimah' state carrier RAK Airways 
15 planning to launch its first long-haul route 
in June with a four times weekly flight to 
Bangkok. RAK re-launched operations in 
2010 with two routes to Jeddah, and Calicut, 
India, and has since focused on extending 
its route network across the region, Indian 
sub-continent and North Africa. 
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Interjet Starts at MIA 


THE INAUGURAL flight by low-cost car- 
rier Interjet from Mexico City to Miami 
International Airport, Florida, on February 
23 was welcomed by officials from the 
Miami-Dade Aviation Department, the 
Greater Miami Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and the airline, with other local 


Porter Holidays 


TORONTO-BASED regional carrier Porter 
Airlines is branching out into the holiday 
business via its parent Porter Holdings, 
which has registered Porter Escapes as 
à Canadian trademark, The plan is to 
market all-inclusive holiday packages 
that feature flights, hotels, car rentals, 
travel insurance and vacation services 
with travellers filling up empty seats. 
Porter Airlines, based at Billy Bishop 
Toronto City Airport, is aiming to gradu- 
ally raise its average annual load factor 
from the current 63.996 to the high-60s 
or low-70s. "We don't need a 75% to 
80% load factor, and | doubt that we'll 
ever be in that category,” CEO Robert 
Deluce said in an interview, 

The goal of Porter Escapes will be to fly 
leisure travellers on short-haul vaca- 
tion packages during non-peak times, 
avoiding morning and afternoon rush 
hours on weekdays. (Via Dirk Septer) 


| | 


dignitaries and celebrities also in attend- 
ance. The aircraft also received a water 
cannon salute on its arrival. 

Theserviceis Interjet's second US route 
following the start of Mexico City-San 
Antonio services in December 2011. 
Flights will operate twice daily on week 


ACSA to Operate 
Brazilian Airports 


THE AIRPORTS Company South Africa 
(ACSA) together with its Brazilian joint- 
venture partner Invepar, has won a 
$9.2 billion contract to upgrade and 
operate the busiest and most valuable 
of three Brazilian airports Guarulhos, 
in São Paulo. 

Some of the immediate tasks for the 
company include preparing detailed 
operational plans for the Pope's visit 
for World Youth Day in 2013, the 2014 
FIFA World Cup and the 2016 Olympic 
Games, all to be held in the country, 
Brazil's Triunfo Participações and 
France's Egis Airport Operation won 
the concession to expand Viracopos 
Airport, while Brazil's Engevix and 
Argentina's Corporación America will 
run the new terminal in Brasilia. 


days and daily on Saturdays and Sundays. 
The airline serves 25 city pairs from its 
Mexico City main hub, seven domestic 
city pairs out of its Toluca hub, and three 
city pairs each out of its Guadalajara and 
Monterrey hubs. 

(Photo Miami International Airport) 
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EMBRAERHAS recently delivered its 300th 
Phenom jet, capping off the latest series. 
of milestones, which include the assembly 
and first flight of the initial aircraft from 
the company’s year-old Melbourne facility 
in Florida, USA. 

"With the delivery to a US customer of a 
Phenom 300 jet, the 300th delivery in the 


È 
па ceremony at Boston Logan Intemational Airport in February, low-cost carrier JetBlue rolled out a 
new livery on its Airbus A320-232, N605JB (c/n 2368), supporting the Boston Red Sox baseball team. 


The aircraft was painted at Roswell New Medo and had flown into Boston undet the cover 
— of darkness, preserving the element of surprise for the unveiling, (Tam: Kol j 


os Lak 
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300th Phenom Delivery 


Mokulele Goes 
International 


HONOLULU-BASED regional carrier 
Mokulele has received approval from 
the US Department of Transportation 
toflyto Chicago/Rockford International 
Airport from Honolulu, and then con- 
tinuing to London/Stansted. According 
toairline spokesman Sean Alvarez, the 
flights will be conducted by Charter 
World Solutions, doing business as 
Mokulele Tours, with services due 
to start in April (Chicago) and May 
(London). 

Mokulele, which currently flies Hawaii 
inter-island flights using four nine- 
passenger Cessna Caravan turboprops, 
plans to lease a Boeing 767-200ER from 
Air Transportation International (ATI). 


350 daily flights, а 


Yan 
e for nearly 10 


ger traffic. 


Phenom line, we have achieved true mile- 
stone,” said Robert Knebel, Vice President 
‘Sales for North America, Embraer Executive 
Jets, “The success of the type can be seen 
in the diversity of our customers, which 
include private individuals, corporations, 
universities, fractional, charter, flying 
schools and motor racing executives.” 


p dul 
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Tiara Air Adds Boeing 737 


The fest Boeing 737 for Aruban care Tora Alc 737:322, PATE (cin 24249), was painted at Opa Loca, 
Florida, prior to delivery. It is the former Gol PR-GLE and has been in storage since May 2010. 


Comeback For PEOPI Express 


TWENTY-FIVE years after the last flight. 
of no-frills carrier PEOPLExpress, the 
airline plans to fly again this summer 
using Boeing 737s. Employees of the 
original operator have spearheaded 
the start of the new version based at 
Newport News, Virginia, with a hopeful 
hub at Newport News/Williamsburg 
International Airport. The compa- 


ny's chief marketing officer, Christine 
DeZarn, and President, Michael 
Morisi, began putting together the 
business plan about a year ago and 
have brought both old and new 
PEOPLExpress employees in to help. 
"Flights will be going to underserved 
markets and destinations where no 
other airlines fly. What we found is 


i Altitude Certification 
for Dash 8 


debe Peru v with 
diea oft 


Wings Aviation, the parent company of Air Guyana, leased this Boeing 757-23N, 
UK to Blytheville, Arkansas, in November for painting and has now apy 
delivery and fights from Kingston to New York, Toronto and Guyana. wart 


that there are a number of oppor- 
tunities where there is significant 
demand,” said DeZarn, "And we've 
done a lot of research of what lower 
pricing does to stimulate demand in 
those markets.” 

The airline plans to focus initially on 
Florida, New England, the Great Lakes 
and Mid-Atlantic regions. 


St Vincent Airport 
Privatisation 


THE DECISION as to whether the first 
international airport in St Vincent and 
the Grenadines will be state-run or pri- 
vatised is expected to be made soon. 
Speaking during the Routes Americas 
conference in The Bahamas in February, 
Glen Beache, CEO of the St Vincents 
and the Grenadine's Tourism Authority, 
said the government was considering 
whether to put the operation of the new. 
airport out to tender or to run it directly. 
Ontrack to be completed by November 
2013, the new Argyle Airport will have 
one terminal and will be capable of 
handling one million passengers per 
annum. In 2014, it will be capable of 
handling aircraft up to and including 
the size of a Boeing 747 and will replace 
the existing ET Joshua Airport and offer 
direct international jet service from the 
US, Canada and Europe. 


Air Jamaica Receives 757 


NS2AAT (c/n 30233), in September 2011. It was ferried from Lasham, 
red at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, in Air Jamaica colours in preparation for 


. News Reviews Americas 


LET 


Global Aviation Holdings, the parent 
company of World Airways and North 
American Airlines, has announced that it 
has commenced financial restructuring 
through the voluntary filing of petitions 
to reorganise under Chapter 11 of the US 
Bankruptcy Code. During the restructuring, 
the company and its subsidiaries will 
continue to operate as normal, without 
interruption. 


Flight operations of PAWA Dominicana 
and Aserca from and to Caracas, Venezuela, 
Curacao and Aruba, have been suspended. 
According to local news reports, both 
carriers allegedly owe millions of dollars in 
to fuel and service providers. Meanwhile 
Brazilian cargo carrier, Variglog also 
suspended flights on February 1, 2012. Its 
fleet of one Boeing 757 and two 737s are 
leased from ACG, 


Grupo Aeromexico has posted a 2011 net 
profit of $162.3 million — partly as а result 
of revenue gains from the demise of rival 
Mexicana in August 2010. The carrier's full- 
year traffic increased by 21% year on year 
and capacity grew by 20% producing a load 
factor of 78.4%. Including regional affiliate 
‘Aeromexico Connect, the fleet increased by 
four Embraer 190s, six Boeing 737s and one 
767 in 2011, 


Toronto's Hamilton International Airport 
has started 2012 on the right footing, with 
2011 having resulted in an increase in 
passengers travelling during the summer 
and winter months. 


Passenger numbers 
grew by 4% in the winter as locals sought 


sunshine, and by as much as 596 during 
the summer period as families took annual 
holidays, Hamilton also benefitted from 
the introduction of successful new routes, 
additional airline partners commencing new 
‘operations at the airport and positive cargo 
figures. (Photo Hamilton Airport) 


TAM Airlines of Brazil, induding its 
operations in Paraguay, has obtained the 
renewal of its IOSA (IATA Operational Safety 
Audit) registration until January 2014. The 
process Involved different areas of both 
companies, which have met approximately 
950 requirements related to safety. 


Bombardier has received a firm order for 
two 0400 NextGen aircraft from Horizon 
Air. "Shifting to an all-0400 fleet last year 
was а crucial element in our business plan,” 
Horizon's President Glenn Johnson said. The 
Seattle-based carrier is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Alaska Air Group. 
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News Review World Economic Forum 2012 -- 


Boeing 767-32L(ER), 4K-AIO! (c/n 


40342), operated by the Government of 


дока ла =, 


One of the more eye-catching colour. 
schemes to grace Zurich was worn by 
Boeing 737-7BC (BBJ), VP-BRT (c/n 32970). 


A regular WEF visitor Is this National Alr 
Services! Airbus A318-T18C] Elite, VP.CKH. 
(113530); opefated on behalf of the Al 
Kholi Group. 


News Review World Economic Forum 2012 


The annual meeting of the World Economic Forum is held in late January in Davos, Switzerland. Craig West 
photographed some of the exotic airliners and business jets that visited Zurich Airport during the event. 


Government and military alreraft were in relatively short Operated by the Government of the United 
supply. One noteworthy example was this Abu Dhabi Amit Arab Emirate, Gulfstream IV, A6-HHH (c/n 
Flight Airbus A320-232 (CJ), A6-DLM (Cn 2403}. 1011),is pictured on arrival at Zurich. 


= = 


The Saab Group's corporate transport 
aircraft, Saab 2000, SE-LRA(C/n 2000-014], 
made several visits to Zurich. 


Royal Canadian Air Force Airbus CC150 Polaris, 15001 (c/n Turkish Cessna 560XL, TC-DLZ (c/n 560- 
446), looks quite at home in the dark, overcast skies. 5624), was a photo-worthy WEF attendee. 


Operated by (обо Executive Aviation, 
this Embraer Legacy 600, G-RUBE 
(14501100), wears an elaborate livery. 


BE News Review» Asia/Pacific 


SINS Boeing 7475 Fly into Retirement 


SINGAPORE AIRLINES (SIA) will oper- 
ate special commemorative flights 
between Singapore and Hong Kong 
on April 6, 2012 to mark the retire- 
ment of the carrier's final Boeing 
747-400 after nearly four decades of 
flying the type. SIA took delivery of 
its first 747-212B, 9V-SIA (c/n 20712) 


on July 31, 1973, and since then has 
acquired or leased more than 90 of 
the type, and was the world’s largest 
operator of the -400 variant, with 51 
examples at one time. 

Speaking ahead of the final flight, 
SIA CEO, Goh Choon Phong said: 
Saying farewell to the Queen of t 


Jet Asia Airways Consolidates 


BANGKOK SUVARNABHUMI 
International Airport-based Jet Asia 
Airways launched its first charter flights 
to Tokyo/Narita International Airport in 
early February. The carrier believes it 
has founda niche in the market for pro- 
viding low-cost full-service flights to 
meet the increasing demand for both 
business and leisure travellers flying 
between the two countries, The airline 
says early indications show that load 
factors have been high and customer 
feedback has been very positive. 


Jet Asia Airways was created in 2009 and 
specialises in block, full and ad hoc char- 
ters as well as wet-lease (ACMI) services. 
It operates a fleet of two Boeing 767- 
200s, HS-JAB (c/n 21868) and HS-JAD 
(c/n 23216), (it has two further examples 
in storage), each of which are configured 
with 12 Business Class and 211 Economy 
Class seats. Among other contracts 
the airline has recently undertaken are 
several Amiri Flight charters on behalf 
of the Qatari Government and a number 
of evacuation flights from Iraq. 


Lion Air Finalises Historic MAX Order 


INDONESIA'S LARGEST private car- 
rier, Lion Air has finalised a deal with 
Boeing, first announced at the 2011 
Dubai Airshow, placing firm orders 
for 201 737 MAXs and 29 Next- 
Generation 737-900ERs (Extended 
Range), plus purchase rights for an 
additional 150 examples, in a deal 
valued at $22.4 billion at current. 
list prices. 

"The 737 MAX is the best choice for 


22 NIRLINERWORLD APRIL 2012 


Lion Air and the best airplane to 
serve our passengers," said Rusdi 
Kirana, Lion Air's Founder and 
President Director. "We're excited 
to be the first airline in Asia to fly. 
this new variant and to be the global 
launch customer for the 737 MAX 9." 
The contract for 230 aircraft is the. 
largest commercial order ever in 
Boeing's history by both dollar value 
and number of airframes. 


Skies will not be easy. Over more 
than 38 years, the 747 has played 
an important role in helping SIA 
become the global airline that it 
is today. It enabled us to extend 
our network around the world and 
introduce innovative new products 
and services.” (SIA) 


Indonesia's 
Wings Air to 
Become Largest 

ATR Operator 


INDONESIA'S LION Air has signed а 
contract to purchase 27 additional 
ATR 72-600s in a deal valued at 
$610 million at list prices. Once the 
additional ATRs have been deliv- 
ered to Lion Air's regional subsidiary 
Wings Air, it will become the world's 
largest ATR operator, with a total fleet 
of 60 (20 ATR 72-500s and 40 ATR 
72-6005). Wings Air introduced its 
first ATR airliner in January 2010 and 
currently has a fleet of 16 ATR 72-500s 
across its domestic network. It plans 
to receive its 60th example by the 
end of 2015. 


Cathay Pacific's 
w Premium Economy Product 


HONG KONG-based Cathay Pacific 
Airways has taken delivery of its latest 
Boeing 777-367ER, featuring its all-new 
Premium Economy Class product and 
long-haul Economy Class seats. The 
aircraft, B-KPY (c/n 37899), the airline's 
25th 777-300ER, arrived atits home base 
on February 26, coinciding with the 
delivery of Cathay’s fifth 747-867F, B-LIG 
(c/n 39244) from the manufacturer. 

The revised Premium Economy experi 
ence features a quieter, more spacious 
cabin than the traditional Economy 
Cabin with between 26 and 34 seats 
per aircraft, with a seat pitch of 38 
in (97cm) - 6 in (15cm) more than 
Economy Class — and the seat itself 
is wider and reclines further. It also 
hasa large meal table, cocktail table, 


footrest, a 10.6 in (27cm) personal 


television screen, an in-seat power 


outlet, a multi-port connector for 
personal devices and extra stowage 


Cathay Pacific's new Premium Economy experier 


space. To complement these features 
passengers will receive priority check 
in at dedicated counters and a small 
Increase in baggage allowance. 
The new cabin will be available to раз 
sengers on certain flights to Sydney, 
Toronto, Vancouver and New York 
from April 1 and will be unveiled on 
elected London routes from May. By 
the end of this year, the carrier will 
have the latest product installed in 
48 aircraft and this will increase to 87 
by the end of 2013. 
The new long-haul Economy Class 
seat features a cradle mechanism to 
enhance the level of comfort in the 
reclined position, the latest high 
resolution touch-screen personal 
televisions and connections for pas 
sengers' own mobile devises. It will 
be fitted to all of Cathay's long-haul 
777-300ERs and Airbus A330-300s by 
December 2013 


atures a quieter, more spacious cabin 


with between 26 and 34 seats per aircraft. The seat pitch is 38 in = six more than Economy 
Class ~ and the seat is wider with a longer recline. fi 


Latest Dash 8 for SpiceJet 


Pictured in the static display at the Singapore Alrshow was this Bombardier Dash 8-0402 in the livery of Indian. 
carrier, SpiceJet. The aircraft is still wearing its Canadian test-registration C-GLFS (c/n 4396) and carried the name 


Dalchini, When the Dash 8 is finally delivered to SpiceJet it will become VT-SUJ, (Kwek Jia Нло) 


Qantas Delays Dreamliner Service Entry 


AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL carrier, Qantas 
having asked Boeing to speed up deliv- 
ery ofits initial 787-85 (see Airliner World, 
September 2010, pg 28) has now decided 
to delay the type's service entry, The 
move comes as the airline plans to slash 
capital expenditure in the 2012-13 finan- 
cial periods. Chief Executive, Alan Joyce 


said the change of plan had been made 
possible by the aircraft's manufacturing 
delays, and added that it will contribute 
to savings of $2.3 billion in both years 
with further cuts to be identified for 
2013. Boeing was due to deliver Qantas" 
first three of 15 787-85 in 2012; how- 
ever, there has been no confirmation 


when these deliveries will now take 
place. Speaking at the announcement of 
Qantas’ half-year results, Joyce unveiled 
araftof cost-cutting measures, including 
route closures, retiring older aircraft, and 
redundancies which he said were neces- 
sary to “restore, retain and increase our 
efficiency and competitiveness.” 


Korean’s Double Celebration 


Korean Air celebrated the double delivery of the airline’ first Boeing 747-8HTF, HL7609 (c/n 37132) and 777F85, HL8251. 


(c/n 37639), both freighters arrived at the carrier's Seoul/Incheon International. 


The airline becomes the first in the world to operate both freighter types. (Boeing) 


Garuda Indonesia 
Acquires Bombardier CRJ1000s 


INDONESIAN FLAG carrier, Garuda 
Indonesia has signed a firm order 
for six Bombardier CRJ1000 NextGen 
regional jets valued at $297 million at 
current list prices. 

Also part of the deal are 18 options, 
which if exercised, will increase the 
contract's value to $1.32 billion. Also 
at the signing ceremony, held at the 
Singapore Airshow, Garuda Indonesia 


took the opportunity to announce 
it plans to acquire an additional 12 
CRJ1000 NextGens from Scandinavian 
lessor, Nordic Aviation Capital. 

The carrier's first CRJ1000 is expected 
to be delivered in October this year 
with a further five examples scheduled 
to join Garuda Indonesia's fleet before 
the end of the year, with a further 12 
due to arrive in 2013. 


Airport base on February 14. 


Japan Airlines 
Orders More Dreamliners 


DESPITE STILL waiting for its first 
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner to be deliv- 
ered, Japan Airlines UAL) has signed а 
contract for ten additional 787-9s and. 


converted ten 787-8s it already has 
on order to the -9 variant. The latest 


commitments for the Dreamlinerto45, 
comprising 25 -8s and 20-9s. It also 
has 20 outstanding options. JAL plans 
to putits first 787 into service in April. 


.. News Review: Asia/Pacific = 


Air Australia grounded its fleet on 
February 16 as the fledgling carrier entered 
voluntary administration. Having operated 
as Strategic Airlines since 2009, it was 
rebranded as Air Australia on November 15, 
2011 and used a fleet of three Airbus A3205 
as well as two A330-200s, 


Chinese authorities have announced an 
ambitious plan to build the world's largest 
argo airport near the capital, Beljing. The 
54.8 billion project of the as-yet-unnamed 
facility is due to have nine runways, handle 
5,5 million tonnes of freight per year and 
should open for business in October 2017, 


Drukair, the flag carrier of the Kingdom 
of Bhutan has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Airbus for an A319. 
fitted with fuel-saving ‘Sharklet’ wing-tip 
devices to complement its existing fleet 
of two A319, This latest jet will be used 
to increase capacity on existing regional 
routes as well as opening new services to 
Singapore and Hong Kong. 


Making its first public appearance since its 
delivery to the international movie star, 
Jackie Chan's Embraer Legacy 650 was 
recently on display in the static park of 
the Singapore Airshow. Identified by its 
distinctive ‘dragon’ livery, the jet and Jackie 
Chan, an Embraer Brand Ambassador, will 
help the Brazilian manufacturer promote its 
entire family of executive aircraft, not only in 
the rapidly growing greater Chinese market, 
but also globally. (Photo Embraer) 


— um 


Indonesian domestic carrier, Merpati 
Nusantara Airlines is planning to expand 
its fleet by up to 75 new aircraft over the 
next four years. It signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding for 40 Comac ARJ 21-700. 
twin-engined regional airliners at the 
Singapore Airshow. Deliveries аге scheduled 
to commence in 2014 through to 2017, at a 
rate of ten per year. 


Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) 
signed a contract on February 20 for five 
additional Boeing 777-300ERs valued at 
nearly $1.5 billion at current list prices, The 
deal also includes purchase rights for five 
additional examples and brings the carrier's 
total commitments for the 777 Family to 13. 
This order completes PIAS renewal plan for 
its wide-body long-haul fleet. 


Singapore Airlines Cargo is cutting its 
freighter capacity by 2096, although it has. 
said it will not be grounding any of its 13 
Boeing 747-400Fs, but will be operating 
each aircraft for fewer hours. 
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ВЯ News Review: International 


A330P2F C 


AIRBUS, ST Aerospace and European 
Aeronautic Defence and Space 
Company's (EADS) Elbe Flugzeugwerke 
(EFW) subsidiary have signed a MoU 
for a strategic partnership to develop 
the A330 Passenger-to-Freighter (P2F) 


conversion programme. ST Aerospace 
willlead the engineering development, 
working with Airbus and EADS EFW, 
which will subsequently be respon- 
sible as programme lead during the 
industrial phase, and will undertake 


Heavy-lift Helicopter Certification 


CHINA'S CIVIL aviation authority has 
cleared the country’s biggest-ever heli- 
copter for domestic use. The 13.8-tonne 
AC313 is the latest development from 
the Aviation Industry Corporation (AVIC) 
and made its first test flight in March 
2010. Certification means companies 
can immediately take delivery and start 
commercial flights. Its first customer 
is northeast China-based China Flying 
Dragon Aviation, which operates cargo 
and passenger charter flights and car- 
ries out utility work such as forest fire- 
fighting. The company plans to lease 


the first five AC313s produced. 

The aircraft is a larger and heavily mod- 
ified version of the seven-ton Zhi-8 
medium transport helicopter, which is 
a close copy of the French Aerospatiale 
SA 321 Super Frelon. China bought 13 
of the French design in the 1970s and at 
least one was reportedly disassembled 
for study and reverse-engineering. 
The helicopter is powered by Pratt & 
Whitney PT6B-67A engines from Canada 
and can carry up to five tons of cargo in 
asling, and has room for 27 passengers 
or 15 stretchers, 


Eirtech Expansion Continues 


IRISH HEADQUARTERED MRO special- 


ist Eirtech Aviation has continued its. 
expansion with the addition of two 
newly built narrow-body hangars, in 
Ostrava, the Czech Republic. The group 
employs around 200 people. Founded 
in 1999, Eirtech Aviation changed own- 
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ership in 2009 following a manage- 
ment buyout by Lufthansa Technik. It 
operates from three bases (Shannon, 
Dublin and Ostrava) comprising seven 
narrow-body bays and a wide-body 
capability at Dublin. 

(Photo Eirtech) 


most of the conversions at its facilities. 
in Dresden, Germany. It is planned that 
EADS EFW will become the European: 
centre for ST Aerospace's global main- 
tenance, repair and overhaul opera- 
tions. 


rgo Conversion 


The A330P2F programme includes two 
versions: the A330-200P2F and the 
larger A330-300P2F. Entry into service 
for the first aircraft is targeted for 2016. 
(Photo Airbus) 


EON NENNT НО ИОН 
Seattle, Washington, on its delivery flight on January 23, 2012, as Korean Air 030 Delta: 


‘Woe G Walker) 
Boeing delivered the following aircraft in January: 
Alaska Airlines, American Airlines, ACG, AWAS (2), BBAM, China Southern Airlines, 
737-800 2 flydubal, GECAS (2), Hainan Airlines, ILFC, Japan Airlines (2), Pegasus Airlines (2), 
Ryanair (4), Shandong Airlines, TUI Travel, Virgin Australia, Xiamen Airlines 
873780088) 1 Boeing Business Jets 
8737-9008 з — Continental/United, Lion Air (2) 
ва 1 Volga Dnepr Airlines 
87673008 1 AlNippon Airlines 
B767300F s 
8777300 5 Air New Zealand, Emirates Airline, Etihad Airways, Saudi Arabian Airlines (2) 
87878 — 2 Ali Nippon Airlines (2) 
Total з 


Good Show For Bombardier 


BOMBARDIER AEROSPACE made a 
number of announcements at the 
recent Singapore Airshow in February. 
Indonesian flag carrier PT. Garuda 
Indonesia (Persero) was confirmed 
as the (previously unidentified) cus- 
tomer for six CRJ1000 NextGens and 
18 options, while the carrier also took 
the opportunity to announce its plans 
to acquire 12 more CRJ1000 NextGens 
from a lessor. 

There was also confirmation that 
Ethiopian Airlines has placed a firm 


order for five Dash 8-Q400 NextGens 
and Horizon Air of Seattle, Washington, 
has signed a firm purchase agreement 
for two more 04005. 

The manufacturer also revealed it will 
open a full-scale company-owned and 
operated service centre in Singapore 
in 2013. This will ensure that Learjet, 
Challenger and Global business jets’ 
customers have even broader access 
to Original Equipment Manufacturer- 
backed service in the Asia-Pacific region 
in their own time zone and region. 


Alenia Aermacchi has delivered the 1,000 fuselage from its Pomigliano d'Arco production facility, near Naples in Italy, to the main assembly factory 


at Toulouse, France. (Alenia) 


Bombardier’s 2011 Performance 


BOMBARDIER AEROSPACE has 
announced its deliveries and orders 
forthe 11-month fiscal year that ended 
December 31, 2011. It delivered 245 
aircraft (compared to 256 in the pre- 
vious fiscal year (February 1, 2010, to 


January 31, 2011). The company stated 
that this was essentially in line with the 
240-aircraft delivery guidance that was 
provided in February 2011. During the. 
same period, the company received 249 
aircraft orders, net of cancellations. 

"The recurring fluctuations in the world 
economies in 2011 created a mood of 
caution in many sectors, and the result- 
ing uncertainty continued to challenge. 


the civil aviation industry,” said Guy C 
Hachey, President and Chief Operating: 
Officer of Bombardier Aerospace. 
"However, with our comprehensive 
portfolio of business, commercial and 
amphibious aircraft, we are well posi- 
tioned to meet the long-term needs of 
our customers." 
Business Aircraft 

Deliveries — 163 (155) 

Orders - 191 net (107) 
Commercial Aircraft 

Deliveries — 78 (97) 

Orders – 54 net (93) 
(Figures in bracket are for the previous. 
fiscal year.) 


AIRBUS DELIVERIES. 


First Flight For 
Trent XWB 


THE AIRBUS A350 XWB's new engine — 
the Rolls-Royce Trent XWB - has made 
its maiden flight aboard Airbus’ dedi- 
cated A380 ‘Flying-Test-Bed’ aircraft. 
Taking off from Toulouse, the flight 
lasted more than five hours, during 
which the engine covered a wide range. 
of power settings at altitudes up to 
43,000ft, while aircraft handling quali- 
ties were evaluated from low speeds 
to Mach 0.9, 

The aircraft has been fitted with test 
sensors to measure hundreds of param- 
eters, and is mounted on the A380's 
inner left engine pylon, replacing one 
of the aircraft's Trent 9005. 


Twin Otter 
Sales 


A TOTAL of 15 new de Havilland 
Canada/Viking DHC-6-400 Twin 
Otters have already been sold 
in 2012. Orders have come from 
Seabird Airlines of Istanbul, Turkey, 
which has signed a six-aircraft deal 
along with an exclusive sales repre- 
sentative agreement covering Series 
400 aircraft sales in Turkey, and 
from Caverton Helicopters of Lagos, 
which will be adding a new Series 
400 to its current fleet of two. An 
undisclosed customer has signed, 
at list price, a $28million deal for 
four new aircraft, destined for Chile 
and Peru and two VIP versions- one. 
(float-equipped) to Panama and one 
(wheel-equipped) to Tahiti. 


- News Review: International EB 


International Aero Engines (IAE) has 
stated that its V2500 reached 100 million 
flight hours late last year. The A-1 version 
contributed 15 million, the А-5 80 million 
and the D-5 7 million. In addition, the 
5,000th V2500 engine was installed on ап 
‘Airbus A320 delivered to SilkAir of Singapore 
in mid-January. 


Embraer has delivered its 300th Phenom 
jet ~ the aircraft going to a customer in the 
USA. Deliveries have continued to increase 
since the first arrivals in December 2008, 
when the Phenom 100 entered into service. 
In 2009, deliveries rose to 98, with another 
126 being added in 2010 and 83 in 2011. 


Lufthansa Technik Philippines (LTP), а 
Joint venture between Lufthansa Technik 
(519) and the Philippine MacroAsia 
Corporation (4996), has opened a third 
hangar in Manila for work on wide-body 
aircraft. (Photo LTP) 


Singapore-based aircraft leasing company 
BOC Aviation placed an order for 20 
150-seat (9195 from Commercial Aircraft 
Corp. of China (COMAC) at the Singapore 
Airshow, The company now operates a 
fleet of more than 170 aircraft with an 
average fleet age of four years. COMAC 
says that it has 235 orders for the C919. 
from customers including Air China, China. 
Eastern Airlines, China Southern Airlines, 
Hainan Airlines, Sichuan Airlines, Chinas 
Bank of Communications Financial Leasing, 
China Development Bank Leasing, ICBC 
Financial Leasing, China Aircraft Leasing and 
GE Capital Aviation Services (GECAS). 


SriLankan Airlines and Lufthansa 
Technik have signed a five-year component 
supply contract for the carriers Airbus 
A320 fleet. Spare parts will be supplied to 
the airlines home base at Bandaranaike 
International Airport in Colombo, where also 
the main base stock of certain Aircraft-On- 
Ground (АОС) relevant components is being 
kept. Repair and pooling of the components 
will be carried out at Lufthansa Techniks 
base in Hamburg. 


European turboprop manufacturer ATR and 
Fokker Services Asia have announced 
the signature of an agreement covering 
airframe maintenance, repair and overhaul 
(MRO) services of ATR aircraft operating in 
South East Asia at the Fokker Services Asia 
facilities in Singapore. ATR aims to provide 
its operators with a worldwide choice of 
independent and highly-skilled airframe 
maintenance services providers, 
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Flughafen Zurich - A 


Craig West examines how Zurich Airport's recent 
upgrades have positioned the facility as one of the most 
modern in Europe. 


Zurich Airport has 
invested heavily to posi- 
tion itself as one of the 
most modern facilities in. 
Europe. (Zurich Apor) 
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Gateway to Switzerland 


Early Years 


estled near the municipality 
of Kloten in northem 
Switzerland, Zurich Airport 
is the country’s largest and 
busiest international gateway. While 
lacking the number of movements of 
some of the larger European hubs, the 
facility remains relatively busy with 
most of Swiss International Air Lines’ 
long- and short-haul fleets rotating 
through this, their home base, at some 
point during the day. Local 
carriers Air Berlin Switzerla 
Edelweiss and Hello ma 
a presence while many ma 
international carriers also 
have connections to the city. 
Unusually, the hub airport, 
which handled 24.3 million 
passengers and over 415,000 tonnes 
of freight during 2011, also plays host 
to a large number of general aviation 
movements, with the annual World 
Economic Forum meeting in Davos (see 
p10-11) generating a significant portion 
of this traffic. 


This image, dating back 
to the early 19705, shows. 
the parking ramp and. 
cargo area adjacent to 
Dock A, (Zurich Airport 


Opposite Ап early. 
1950s-vintage photo- 
graph showing some 

of Swissair’s classic 
propeller fleet including 
a Convair CV-240, three. 
Douglas DC-3s and a 
DCA, (Zurich Airport 


Zurich Airport's history can be 
traced back to 1945 when a plan was 
approved by the Swiss parliament for 
the development of four new facilities 
capable of handling international air 
traffic. Surprisingly, Zurich was selected 
as one of the sites (the others being 
Basel, Bern and Geneva), despite the 
presence of a large airfield at nearby 
D dorf. The former Swiss army 
depot at Kloten was 
by Government of the 
of Zurich as a suitable 
and a CHF36.8 million 
15.3 million) construction 
ject was launched in July 1946. 
airport accepted its first flights 

barely two years later, in June 1948, 
though the terminal building was not 
officially opened until 1953. 

With passenger figures rising 
dramatically and airlines adding jet 
aircraft to their fleets, it was not long 
before further expansion was necessary 
and in 1958, a CHF48 million (£33 
million) credit facility was approved 
for the ‘stage 2’ project. The airport 
introduced a series of improvements 
including a longer main runway and the 
addition of a second - completion of >> 


the work in 1961 coincided with the 
introduction of the jet-powered Douglas 
DC-8 and Sud Aviation Caravelle by based 
national carrier Swissair. 

The jetway-equipped Terminal B 
was added to the facility during the 
1970s along with a third runway 
while changes were also introduced 
to aircraft operations. With jet noise 
and environmental concerns high on 
the political agenda, Zurich adopted 
a particularly pro-active attitude, 
developing new approach routes for 
aircraft in an effort to reduce disturbance 
to local residents and introducing a night 
time curfew for flights. 

Since the completion of stage 2, 
development of the airport has been 
almost continuous with construction of 
a third runway and, several years later, 
the mid-field Terminal E providing a 
significant increase in capacity. 


New Facilities 
While relatively small in comparison to 
some of the larger European hubs such as 
nearby Frankfurt, one area where Zurich 
has excelled is customer service and the 

passenger experience, with the multi- 
award winning facility having placed first 
in the World Travel Award's European 
category for eight consecutive years. 
This success can be attributed to 
the airports ongoing commitment of 
improving the passenger experience, The 
most significant changes of recent years 
were brought about under the "Zürich 
2010’ project (see panel), a CHF430 
million (£303 million) investment 
programme which resulted, among 
more general improvements, in the 
wholesale redevelopment of Dock B and 
construction of a new security area. 
Opened on December 1, 2011, the new 
centralised security building was built in 


Based national carrier 
‘Swiss International Air 
Lines is the dominant 
carrier at Zurich and 
account for over 56% of 
the total airport move- 


between the existing Check-in 1 and 2 
areas, replacing the previously separate 
facilities. Spanning four floors, the 
building incorporates 26 security lines 
and is accessed through a newly installed 
automated boarding card control. One of 
the main difficulties had been combining 


“THE AIRSIDE CENTRE CONTAINS 
MORE STEEL IN ITS CONSTRUCTION 
THAN THE EIFFEL TOWER!” 


A view of the ramp area 
adjacent to Dock A. In 
the background is the 
mid-field Terminal E. 


the separate facilities of Dock A, Dock B 
and the remote Terminal E. The solution 
was relatively simple; passengers are 
separated across different floors, while 
an overflow facility helps cater for the 
higher volume. 

Automation is playing an increasingly 
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important part in speeding up this Above Right+The upgrad- | ПСА бове LSZH 


checking process, with boarding card edDock Bis designed to | ШИШКИН 
gp d ‘engage with visitors of | [Bogitigg.— 1472730, 0083253 


readers expediting passengers through all ages. A children's play 
to the new security area. Not only area is located on the | ШОП 1384.51 (422m) 
does this reduce waiting times, it also observation deck while 16/34 — 12,139ft x 196ft (3,700m x 60m) 
: the'doud'hangsinon | Runways — 14/32.— 10,827f0x:197ft 3,300m x 60m) 
has a direct impact on the number of Жону кде SUE CH FSR SPE 
staff required at checking areas. Where M " 
problems do arise, guides, employed by MEL 
the airport, intervene to help improve jht - Located airside 
passenger flow throughout the facility between Dock A and B, 
and to assist passengers with the the new sports bar, com- 
plete with its extremely 
automated processes. large television showing 
An interesting feature of the live sports, is a popular. 
centralised security building is the Spot amongst travellers 


intelligent lighting system – cameras E portent ita. 


count passenger traffic at any given 
time and lighting can be adjusted to iiw non 
provide a ‘virtual light path’, guiding pip het toa lage vol 
passengers to particular security desks ume of business aircraft, 
or into the overflow area. Zurich is also | with general aviation. 
one of 13 airports currently trialling new | accounting for almost 


^ "ie 41,000, t 
equipment (such as liquid scanners), >> | during ee Т 
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The Airbus A320 family 
accounts for 25% of all 
aircraft movements at 
Zurich. Неге, Iberia's 
A319-111, ECKUB (c/n 
3615) holds short of 
Runway 28 as A320-214, 
HB-IHX (c/n 942) of 
Edelweiss departs. 
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with the airport providing feedback 
directly to the policy makers in the 
European Union. 

Improvements have also been made 
airside, with Zurich one of only three 
airports in the world to feature arrival 
Duty Free. Immediately apparent are 
the large number of restaurants and 
up-market stores and boutiques in the 
Airside Centre that links Dock A and B, 
while the introduction of new sports 
bar, complete with its extremely large 
television showing live sports, is proving 


ver, formal checks remain in place 


to be a popular spot with both travellers 
and airport staff. According to the 
airport, the Airside Centre contains more 
steel than the Eiffel Tower. 


Mixed Mode 

With a relatively even split of services 
to Schengen and non-Schengen 
destinations, a major obstacle faced 
by the airport was separating these 
passengers airside (see panel). 
Dock A is used exclusively for Schengen 
services while the remote Terminal E is 


linked to the main terminal area via the 
Sky Metro system and caters for non- 
Schengen traffic. The redevelopment 

of Dock B has allowed the airport to 
introduce flexible operations, with 
stands around the new facility easily 
transferable between the two. Dock B is 
split over two floors, with D gates (non- 
Schengen) and its associated passport 
control located on the ground floor, and 
B gates (Schengen) on the first. Flights 
departing from the modernised pier 

use one of nine stands, while a further 
eight bus gates are provided for remotely 
parked aircraft. Jetways are installed on 
the upper floor only but can be quickly 
configured by ground staff to feed from 
either B or D gates. 

At CHF180 million (£124.2 million), the 
upgrade of Dock B was the most complex 
element of the "Zürich 2010’ project. 
Effectively a complete rebuild of the 
original 1975-vintage facility, the new 
pier retains only the support columns of 
the original construction. 

Speaking with Airliner World, Jasmin 
Bodmer of Zurich Airport's Corporate 
Communication team explained that 
Dock B had been redesigned “to appeal 
to, and engage with, passengers using 
the facility.” Key design features include 
large, open spaces while a glass atrium 
fills the main corridor with natural 
light. This is also the location for the 
specially commissioned ‘cloud’ artwork 
by Iñigo Manglano-Ovalle — the polished 
metal sculpture hangs on display and 
is reminiscent of the typical cloud 
formations found over the mountain 
ranges of Switzerland. 


“А KEY TO ZURICH'S 
SUCCESS HAS 
BEEN THE CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP 
THE AIRPORT HAS 
FORGED WITH THE 
BASED NATIONAL 
CARRIER, SWISS 
INTERNATIONAL AIR 
LINES." 


Close Encounters 

One of the big attractions of Dock B is 
the refurbished observation deck. The 
new facility adds to the viewing terrace 
on Terminal E (which will now only open 
during the summer months) and offers 
excellent views of the adjacent stands, 
maintenance area, remote parking on 
the western side of the airfield and 
Runway 16 departures. For the purist 
photographer, the deck is perhaps not in 
the ideal location, with the majority of 
arrivals using Runway 14 and departures 
generally favouring Runway 28, both of 
which are obscured by Dock A. However, 
and perhaps most noteworthy, the 
facility does offer generally unobstructed 
access to a significant proportion of the 
aircraft movements and this, coupled 
with the ramp tours offered by the 
airport, are welcome features, particularly 
in these security-conscious times. 
Indeed, Bodmer highlighted that the 
airport was particularly ‘spotter friendly’, 
adding that the facility welcomes 
aviation enthusiasts. 


‘The close relationship 
between Zurich Airport 
and based operator 
Swiss Intemational Air 
Lines is immediately. 
apparent, with check-in 1 
heavily branded with the 
carriers logo. 


The 75,347sq ft. 
(7,000m*) observation 
deck allows unrivalled 

views of the airfield and 
includes interactive, mul- 
timedia binoculars, flight 
information screens and. 
even a specially designed 
panel that transmits Air 
Traffic Communications. 
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Locally-based Helvetic 
Airways operates sched- 
uled services on behalf 
of Swiss using a fleet of. 
Fokker 1005. 


Understandably, security was one of 
the biggest risks associated with the 
observation deck and everyone accessing 
the terrace must pass through a security 
check point, which includes baggage 
x-ray and metal detector. 

Designed by Zurich Airport's Visitor 
Services and Events team, a ‘fascination 
of flying’ concept has been applied 
to the 75,347sq ft (7,000m?) terrace. 
Supporting this theme, the observation 
deck includes several innovative design 
features, including a separate pier 
that runs perpendicular to one of the 
aircraft stands, allowing visitors to 
witness the turnaround process first 
hand. Interaction is a large part of 
the terrace's appeal and the airport has 
also installed several sets of multimedia 
binoculars, which provide information on 
both fixed and mobile points of interest 
including moving aircraft; Air Traffic 
Communications can be heard through 
a specially designed information panel. 
For children, there is a large, airport- 
inspired play area, with the various items 
of play equipment carrying the branding 
of various partners including Swiss 
International Air Lines (Swiss). 

Surprisingly, despite the CHF5 (£3.44) 
entry fee, the observation deck does not 
deliver any profit to the airport, with 
the money being used to offset staff 
and security costs. It is, however, one 
of several excellent PR tools for Zurich 
~ this self-promotion resulted in the 
airport's Airside Centre featuring in the 
album artwork of a local rock band, while 
scenes from the recent blockbuster film, 
‘The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo’ were 
also filmed here. 


Public Support 

Unusually, Zurich Airport has a good 
relationship with the residents who live 
in the surrounding suburbs. The facility, 
which handled 279,001 fights during 
2011, operates a strict curfew between 
11:00pm and 6:00am. Furthermore, very 
specific departure and arrival routings 
are used, with aircraft arriving before >> 
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fleet of Avro RJ100s with the Bombardier 
CSeries means that the remote stands 
adjacent to Dock A will have to be 


7:00am approaching from the south but 
later flights routing over the sparsely 
populated area to the north; outbound 


flights generally use Runway 28 or Marketed as a destination within a destination expanded to accommodate the larger 
perform a circling departure from Runway — MERE TTE TET twin jet. 
16 to fly down а narrow corridor to the = ШАЛ TET TTE ‘An interesting development following 
west. The airport has also adopted a y archit Zurich's privatisation in 2000 was the 
climate бетш? programme pen the отат & Feld Shop, the new complex woul! move into airport management - in 
aim of reducing carbon emissions by йол open зоне he redd its guise as ‘Zurich Airport’ (formerly 
20,000 tonnes by 2030. pie: Unique) the group owns a 5% stake 
e and e 

This approach has been welcomed by Sei e d be in Bengaluru Airport in Bangalore, 
the residents of Zurich, who previously patient clinic. P India, and has interests in several other 
have rejected several ‘fair flight project was requested facilities across South America, and in 
initiatives’, most recently in November struction work could potentially b particular, Chile, Columbia and Honduras. 


2011. The vote was a significant 2013. (Photos Zurich Airport) 


show of support for the airport, with 
the initiatives intended to restrict its 
development preventing any future 
expansion of the airport site. 


Moving Forward 

A key to Zurich's success has been 
the close relationship the airport has 
forged with the based airline, Swiss. The 
partnership makes very good sense, given 
that the national carrier is responsible 
for over 56% of the airport’s movements, 
The airport is keen to develop itself as a 
key European hub, but faces significant 
competition from some of its larger and 
more established neighbours. Bodmer 
explained that the facility has to increase 
its limited aircraft parking capacity 
though expansion beyond the current 
site is unlikely because of the close 
proximity of the surrounding villages and 
a lack of suitable land. Furthermore, the 
airport is set to lose several of its aircraft 
stands over the next few years; Zurich 
is committed to replacing its current, 
temporary engine test bay located in 


The steady but unspectacular expansion 
of Zurich Airport has placed it in a very 
strong position, particularly in the area 


к 
RESIDE 


digitus 
LATIONSHIP WITH T 


х пета OLVE THE 


of customer service. The airport is 
extremely well connected, with over 900 
bus and 380 train services linking it daily 
to Switzerland's renowned public 
transport system: downtown Zurich, one 
of the most significant financial centres 
in the world, can be reached in only 12 
minutes. Added to this, the airport has 
scheduled, non-stop flights to 179 
destinations in 70 countries and with a 
guaranteed 40-minute connection, Zurich 
appears to be well placed to handle the 
increasing demands of the future. ЗД 


Thanks to Jasmin Bodmer and Luzia 


| 
the maintenance area with a larger, | Seir ыр Popp of Zurich Airport's Corporate 
permanent structure. Meanwhile, the | Dial boreal rice Communication team for their 
decision by Swiss to replace its current роп. Zurich Aion) | | assistance. 
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"THE WIDE-BODY ERA 


e 
DAWNED RELATIVELY 
Biman EN HES 
” OVER BANGLADESH 


WITH A JUDICIOUSLY- 
SOURCED TRIO 


savours the nostalgia of 
a flight in a classic trijet from Abu Dhabi 4 


«Om 


he ‘titans’ of the early jet age are 
almost gone from the sky. We 
now fly in a brave new world 


of electric jets, with interiors 
squeezed out of a toothpaste tube, 
two-man cockpits of digital screens, 
During the tuma- unprecedented fuel efficiency and an 
round he pilots | accident rate that is close to zero. The 
group onto the Airbus A340 and Boeing 777 types 

tarmactojointhem | have now flown for a couple of decades 
e ae ot without recording a single fatality. 

к While this has happily resulted in тоге 
reliable and affordable air transport than 
at any time in history, the bygone age 
of trijets, spiral staircases and colourful 
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interiors is much missed by connoisseurs 
of air travel, so as the old types are 
retired, one must cherish the remaining 
few before they join their contemporaries 
in the desert boneyards. One such 
survivor is the Douglas DC-10, now 
serving just one passenger airline: Biman 
Bangladesh. 


The country 

Air travel allegedly began in what is 
now known as Bangladesh sometime 
before the second century BC, when the 
Ramayana, a Hindu scripture, referred 
to, “A Pushpaka chariot that resembles 


the Sun...going everywhere at will; that 
excellent chariot resembling a bright 
cloud in the sky. And the King Rama 
got in, and the excellent chariot, at the 
command of the Raghira, rose up into 
the higher atmosphere.” Nineteenth 
century Hindu scholar Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati looked back at an ancient 
technology that involved: “Jumping into 
space speedily with a craft using fire 
and water... containing 12 pillars, one 
wheel, three machines, 300 pivots, and 
60 instruments.” These gigantic flying 
machines were called "Vimana', which 

in modern Hindi became ‘Biman’, the 


word for aeroplane, and contemporary 
Bangladesh adopted the name for its flag 
carrier which was founded in 1972, the 
year after the birth of the nation. 

The country is the seventh most 
populous nation in the world at 158 
million, despite being only number 95 
forland area. Many of its citizens seek 
employment abroad, both in Europe 
(especially the United Kingdom, where 
they are the sixth biggest foreign-born 
community) and more recently in the 
Persian Gulf, where they make up a large 
percentage of the workers who have 
transformed cities such as Dubai, Doha. >> 


Biman Bangladesh 
acquired the Douglas 
DC-10 (S2-ACO) in 

1983 from Singapore 
International Airlines. 
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and Abu Dhabi from backwater trading 
ports to gleaming futuristic metropolises. 
Biman started out with a fleet of 707s 
mostly acquired from Northwest Orient 
Airlines in the USA, flying regionally 
to the likes of Rangoon, Bangkok and 
Singapore, and later across India, the 
Persian Gulf and on to the already- 
growing Bengali community in London. 
The wide-body era dawned relatively 
late in the skies over Bangladesh with a 
judiciously-sourced trio of four-year-old 
DC-10s from Singapore Airlines, delivered 
to Dhaka in August 1983. A fourth 
was delivered new from Long Beach in 
December 1988 (the penultimate DC-10 
built). Two more aircraft were bought 
from Canadian Airlines in 1999 and 2000, 
one of which was written off in a non- 
fatal landing accident at Chittagong in 
July 2005. 


BIMAN DC-10 FLEET 


DIS CEST 

SEQ: 46993 13е А зае 

SEA. 46995 1983eXSIA зае 

SEA. 47817 1963KSIA stored for spares 

SEAR 48317 ВОЕН active 

sacs «so MEA ay stored for spares 

SEADA 46999 999 x Word: sold to Aeroflot 1994 

SERDE 47818 993 ex Wald. sold Caledonian 1996 
2000 runway overrun 

SERON 46502 Canadian | Chittagong 2005 


Today, one ex-Canadian machine 
(S2-ACS) and one ex-Singapore (S2-ACQ) 
are parked at Dhaka airport, and used 

as ‘Christmas trees’ (ie robbed for spare 
parts) by the maintenance department 

to keep three others flying - the two 
remaining from Singapore Airlines 
(S2-ACO and Р) and the late-build 
S2-SCR. The airline also flies two 737- 
800s, three A3105, and four vintage 
Fokker F-28 Fellowships. The DC-10s 
have now been replaced on the airline's 
most prestigious routes to Europe by four 
brand-new 777-300ERs, but remain in 
service on routes to the Persian Gulf for 
their low-cost people-moving ability, and 
to Hong Kong for their cavernous cargo 
carrying space. 


Abu Dhabi - Dhaka 

The author and three other airline 
"historians travelled to Abu Dhabi 
International Airport in early 2012. 
There, they boarded a shuttle bus from 
the main terminal to the southeast 
end of the airport and its ‘low cost’ 
Terminal 2. This serves Pakistan with 
Air Blue (ED), Nas Air (XY), Shaheen 
Airlines (NL), and flag carrier Pakistan 
International Airlines (PK); Iran with 
Iran Aseman (EP) and Kish Air (Y9) 
and an assortment of exotic flag 
carriers including Sudan Airways (SD), 
Turkmenistan Airways (T5) and Yemenia 
(IY). But today, the more interesting 
flight for the group is the five times 
weekly DC-10 service to Dhaka, via 
Chittagong or Sylhet, aboard Biman 
Bangladesh. 
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As the aircraft climbed 
оп an easterly heading 
towards the lights of 
Oman, the horizon ahead 
began to emerge out of 
the inky blackness. 


w» Itwas an early 
start at Abu Dhabi for 
the passengers and crew. 


iton + Once the first 
leg to Chittagong was 
completed, it was time 
for the pilots to take a 
short break for a snack. 


Check-in for BG 028 opened at 
midnight for a 0200 departure, but 
keen passengers began arriving at the 
terminal in the middle of the evening, 
forming a long, orderly line outside the 
building. While some were traders and 
businessmen, most had come to the 
Persian Gulf to work on construction 
sites - building roads, bridges, ports, and 
the sci-fi skyline of this once sleepy port. 
All have been away from their families 
and homes for months, if not years. 


Check-in is handled by Etihad Ground 
Services, whose agent was happy to 
ensure the author got a window seat 
behind door two, next to the right 
engine, to enjoy the sunrise that would 
appear as the aircraft crossed the Arabian 
Sea. Security and emigration were 
quick and professional, and led into the 
departure lounge. 

A large room with seating, a Duty Free 
shop and small snack bar faced the all- 
glass end wall with two bussing gates 
that looked out onto the general aviation 
apron, affording an excellent view of 
the aircraft parked directly outside. The 
aircraft arrived (almost) on time at 0030, 
and its load of 314 passengers were 
quickly deplaned and turnaround began. 

Meeting the pilots for the flight in the 
Duty Free shop, a visit to the flightdeck 
was requested - and approved! The 
author had been in a DC-10 simulator 
filming for a documentary the previous 
week, and was able to show photos from 
the session, as ‘credentials: 


Boarding was announced and the entire 
room stood up and formed a line, Buses 
were used to ferry passengers the few 
metres to the foot of the steps of the 
mammoth DC-10, humming with ground 
power and surrounded by technical crew, 
security, caterers and refuellers. 

Once inside the cabin, unlike other 
‘Jurassic’ jets (such as Delta's plush 


“NO EFFORT HAD 
BEEN MADE ТО 
DISGUISE THE AGE 
OF THE HARDWARE — 


BRIGHTLY COLOURED 
FABRIC ON THE 
SEATS, AND SWIRLING 
FLORAL PATTERNS ON 
THE SIDE WALLS" 


DC-9s), no effort had been made to 
disguise the age of the hardware - 
brightly coloured fabric on the seats, 
swirling floral patterns on the side walls, 
old-fashioned overhead bins, and in the 
forward cabin, no overhead bins in the 
centre at all; a reminder of the old days 
when airline passengers just boarded 
with a book to read. 

Other than the DC-10-admiring 
travellers, everyone else onboard 
was Bangladeshi. Heading home for 
reunions earned the hard way, our fellow 
passengers were very smartly dressed, 
with fresh haircuts and clean-shaven. 

Boarding was quickly finished and 
the aircraft was ready to taxi. Alas, 
air traffic control - specifically Muscat 
Centre - had other ideas, and had 
apparently been delaying overflights all 
week. This trip proved no exception. 
During the delay, the cabincrew opened 
all eight doors for ventilation, affording 
some unusual views of the rugged 
DC-10 wing, close-in engines, and 
the rest of the ramp. Just before the 


eventual pushback, the purser (possibly 
with a recommendation from the 
flightdeck crew) did some ‘rearranging’ 
of passengers and seated our group by 
the windows in the first two rows of the 
forward cabin. 

As the aircraft trundled slowly 
northeast on taxiway Zulu, the purser 
reappeared and gestured to the author 
and one of the travelling companions to 
go to the flightdeck. In the comforting 
darkness of the wide and spacious 
cockpit, there was a galaxy of glowing 
dials and buttons. The only digital 
equipment was the TCAS-equipped 
vertical speed indicators (VSI) on each 
pilot’s panel. The Flight Engineer 
gestured to the two jumpseats, one 
low down in the centre of the cockpit 
between the two pilots, and one high up 
on the left side behind the Captain. 

The crew was just completing the final 
checklist - elevator trim set; spoilers 
retracted; take-off data set; flaps set; 
landing lights on; strobe on; pitot heat 


ar left First there was 
azure, and then the reds, 
oranges and yellows of 
a Persian Gulf sunrise 
appeared. 


Left +The bright-coloured 
patterned seats certainly 
made a change from the 
‘normal plain uphol- 
stery found in modern 
jetliners. 


Above « Once inside, 
unlike other Jurassic jets 
(such as Delta's plush 
DC-93), no effort had 
been made to disguise 
the age of the hardware 
= brightly coloured fabric 
on the seats, swirling flo- 
ral patterns on the side 
walls and old-fashioned 
overhead bins. 


Less than an hour after. 
being on the chocks at 
Chittagong, the flight 
was ready to push back 
and start up for the short 
sector to the capital city 
of Dhaka. (som Chui 


on; ignition continuous. The Captain 
pushed the throttles up, then briefly 
released them so the Flight Engineer – 
‘the best autothrottle ever installed in 

an aeroplane’ - could finesse the levers 
into position, lining up the needles on 
the gauges of the centre panel. Take-off 
power was set and the aircraft started 
rolling. At 80kts, the Captain released 
the nosewheel steering control by his left 
knee and started to ‘fly’ the aircraft. At 
V1, committed to take-off, he let go of 
the throttles. Pulling the stick back at 
the Rotate speed, the nose lifted into 
the air and the rumble of the main gear 
on the Tarmac ceased. ‘Gear up’ was 
selected, and the four green lights on 
the instrument panel turned red as the 
wheels retracted into their bays in the 
aircraft's belly. 

A moment of minor drama followed 
when the tower controller alerted us that 
it had only a primary radar contact and 
no secondary (IFF). The First Officer 
reached over to the communications >> 


] 


| 
| 
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panel behind the throttles and recycled 
the selector past standby to off, 

then back on. It worked. The tower 
controller announced radar contact 
established then handed over the flight 
to Abu Dhabi Departures. 

As the aircraft climbed on an easterly 
heading towards the lights of Oman, 
the horizon ahead began to emerge 
out of the inky blackness. First there 
was azure, and then the reds, oranges 
and yellows of a beautiful Persian Gulf 
sunrise began to appear. 

Once established in the cruise, the 
author returned to the passenger 
cabin to enjoy Biman’s meal service. 
Although by now it was early moming, 
the 0200 scheduled departure put the 
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flight into a catering 'no-man's-land' of 
what to provide as food. However, the 
tasty curry (chicken or lamb) with a 
bread roll, a small dessert, tea, coffee, 
water, or cola was perfectly appropriate 
to the hour - and apparently enjoyed 
by all. 

The flight continued over India with 
broad daylight now streaming through 
the large windows, with passengers 
chatting in groups, sleeping or reading. 
Interior noise at the front of the aircraft. 
was simply the hiss of the slipstream, 
accompanied by the growing distant 
thunder of the engines as one walked 
aft, with the number two (centre) 
engine invisible above the heads of the 
cabincrew who were busy selling the last 


0000006 


of the Duty-Free in the cavernous rear 
galley. Company playing cards, alarm. 
clocks and good-quality Wooster-style 
snap-together models of Biman DC-10s 
and A310s were available. For postei 

I bought one of each! 

After four hours, the roar of the 
engines died away as the aircraft started 
its descent, becoming for a short time 
a huge metal glider. Landfall was made 
over the beach at Faujdarhat, famous as 
the graveyard for many of the world’s 
biggest ships. Literally hundreds of old 
liners could be seen – supertankers, 
ferries and hulks in various states of 
disrepair and deconstruction, some 
already half submerged, some capsized – 
all doomed. 

Seatbelt signs on, cabin checks 
complete and announcements in Bengali 
followed. The aircraft replied with 
thumps and whirring sounds as the slats 
and flaps were extended and the gear 
came down, The countryside was lush НН 
and green, but obviously flood-prone; the an ex-Singapore exam- 
clear reflection of the sun tracking ple, (Sam Chul) 


AtChittagong a new 
load of 171 passengers. 
‘emplaned for the short 

hop to Dhaka. (Sam Chui) 


Left -The Douglas DC-10 
has a large galley area at 
the rear of the aircraft. 
{Sam Chui) 


anna 2 


тиш 


wet fields and countryside. Crossing over 
the airfield fence, then tarmac, the DC-10 


settled with an extended rattle onto 
Runway 05 at Chittagong Shah Amanat 
International Airport. With a long roar 
of reverse thrust it slowed, but rolled to 
the end, turned around and backtracked 
to the mid-field turn-off, before taxiing 
to the recently refurbished terminal. 


Chittagong - Dhaka 

During the turnaround, the 
pilots invited our small group onto 
the tarmac to join them for the 
walkaround, during which pictures 
were taken and the aircraft inspected 
at close quarters, Also on the ramp 
were a few colourful aircraft from 
Bangladesh's independent carriers 


Aircraft 
History 


Douglas DC-10-30, 52-АСО (c/n 46993) was 

manufactured at Long Beach, California in 
October 1978 and delivered to Singapore 
Airlines as 9V-SDB a month later, It was 

then sold to Biman Bangladesh in August 

1983. Internally, it is configured with 
30 seats in Business Class and 
244 in Economy, 


Unlike more modem air- 
craft, the Douglas DC-10 
has two pilots plus a 
Flight Engineer, who has 
a large instrument panel 
on the right hand side. 


- a McDonnell Douglas MD-80 of GMG 
Airlines and a Bombardier Dash 8 of 
United Airways. 

Due to the relatively cheap price of 
jet fuel in the Persian Gulf, the aircraft 
had departed Abu Dhabi with full 
tanks, so topping up in Chittagong was 
unnecessary. A total of 171 passengers 
left, and a similar load joined - again 
filling the aircraft. Less than an hour 


"THE SPOILERS DEPLOYED AND 
THE CAPTAIN REACHED FORWARD 


TO GRASP THE REVERSE-THRUST 
LEVERS, CREATING A MUTED ROAR 
AND DECELERATION.” 


The airline also flies two 
Boeing 737-8005, three 
Airbus A310s, and four 

vintage Fokker F-28 
Fellowships. 
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after being on the chocks, the flight was 
ready to push back and start up for the 
short sector to the capital city of Dhaka. 
This second and final leg was so short 
that the cabincrew did the drinks service 
- handing out over 300 boxes of juice of 
a local orange confection - during the 
taxi instead of the flight. 

Despite the full load of passengers and 
bags, the DC-10 roared purposefully into 
the cool air of the Bengali morning and 
up to 16,000ft (4,877m) for the final 142 
miles (228km) of the journey. 

The author was again invited to the 
flightdeck - this time for the approach 
and landing. The three flightcrew 
were working their way through the 
arrival procedures - checking the local 
weather, resetting the altimeters, setting 
elevator trim to match the correct weight 
and balance, navigating the Dhaka 
airspace, slowing the aircraft down and 
configuring for landing. Slats out first, 
then flaps 15-22-35 (progressively), and 
finally gear down. 


The city sprawled beneath in hazy 
sunlight as the final checklist was 
completed. Seat belt signs on, 

landing lights on, spoilers armed, flaps 
35-35-green-light. Approaching the 
runway, the autopilot was deselected 
and the big jet was in the hands of the 
Captain. Final heading corrections to 
the centreline were made before TWO 
HUNDRED’ came from the recorded 
voice of the radio altimeter, then ‘ONE 
HUNDRED’, as we skimmed over fields, a 
dirt road, two boys and a bicycle before 
crossing the threshold of Runway 14. 
Power off, and just 23 minutes after 
lift-off from Chittagong, the aircraft 
settled gracefully onto the Dhaka 
tarmac. The spoilers deployed and the 
Captain reached forward to grasp the 
reverse-thrust levers, creating a muted 
roar and deceleration. The First Officer 
called 80kts and the reverse thrust was 
dispensed with. Decelerating further, 
ground steering was used to taxi to the 
far end of the runway, before turning 
left onto the taxiway that would lead 


to the terminals at the heart of Biman's 
route network. Welcome to Shah Jalal 
International Airport. 

Parking was among the typical 
widebodies spaced around the seven 
jetbridges: a Saudi Arabian Airlines 747, 
plus 777s from Thai and Qatar. With a 
heartfelt farewell to the cabincrew and 
pilots who had made the journey so 
memorable and worthwhile, the author 
then walked into the attractive and 
architecturally distinctive terminal to 
find a well-staffed transit desk where the 
boarding cards for the next flight could 
be printed - a Biman 737 to Kathmandu, 
but that is another story! 

How long will Biman’s ancient Vimana 
continue to fly? Everyone in the airline 
has a different answer ~ weeks, months, 
years? Anyone who wishes to fly on the 
type before its retirement should waste 
no time in booking a ticket to a 
relatively undiscovered country, with an 
airline that will capture your heart, 
aboard an aircraft that easily defined a 
bygone era. P4 
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"ALONGSIDE STRONG 
THE NUMBER OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
VISITORS (BOTH 

FOR BUSINESS AND 
LEISURE) IS ALSO 
INCREASING” 


Chinggis Khaan 
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A statue of Chinggis 
Khan (Genghis Khan), the 
founder of the Mongol 
Empire, is displayed 

in front of the airport. 
terminal. 


Below + Chinggis Khan. 
International's domestic 
check-in area which 
often becomes very 
crowded during peak 
times as the airport 
reaches its design capac- 
ity limit. 


Bottom А short queue 
of passengers waiting 

to check in for an Eznis 
Airways service о 
Ulaangom, a city located. 
in the north-west of 

the country, 75 miles 
(120km) south of the 
Russian border. 


Below right + А Saab 
3408+, JU-9907 (c/n 
3408-425) of Eznis. 
Airways taxies to its park- 
ing stand at Chinggis 
Khaan International 
Airport following a flight. 
from Murun in northern. 
Mongolia. 


Bottom right ‘The 
waiting lounge in the 
international terminal. 

is functional but not 
particularly modem 
looking. However, there 
are several shops and a 
café where passengers. 
can spend time before. 
theirflights depart. 
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international links only; its derelict 
fleet of Antonov An-24s remain on the 
ground at Chinggis Khaan International 
as a reminder of those times. 

Today, two rival carriers have taken 
over these routes. Aero Mongolia 
and Eznis Airways share the domestic 
market, both flying a limited number of 
regional rotations. Aero Mongolia has 
a fleet of Fokker 50s; it also briefly flew 
two Fokker 100s on routes to China, 
but both have since been retired. It's 
recently shrunk back its network to 
just six domestic and two international 
destinations; Hohhot in China and 
Irkutsk in Russia. 


Meanwhile, Eznis Airways, a new 
private Mongolian carrier (see Airliner 
World, November 2011, pg 42-48), flies 
to nine domestic cities year-round and 
a further two on a seasonal basis. Its 
fleet of Saab 340s has recently been 
complemented by two ex-Lufthansa 
CityLine BAE Systems Avro RJ85s. 

Apart from scheduled flights, Eznis 
also flies regular charter services for 
mining companies operating in areas of 
southern Mongolia that are not easily 


accessible with other forms of transport. 


Like Aero Mongolia, Eznis currently 
flies two international routes: to Hailar 
in China and Ulan-Ude in Russia. The 


airline, which is looking to introduce 
additional rotations to China, Russia and 
Kazakhstan, is also due to open its own 
maintenance hangar at Chinggis Khaan 
International, with construction already 
underway when the author visited the 
facility last August. 

During the summer, the peak season 
for most tourists visiting Mongolia, 
flight frequencies are increased on 
MIAT’ regional services across it eastern 
Asia network. The carrier also operates 
summer-only routes to Tokyo/Narita 
with four return services a week, and 
twice-a-week to Osaka/Kansai. With 
outbound tourism also growing, MIAT 
now offers charters, with Hainan Island 
(China) and Thailand among the most 
popular destinations. Alongside MIAT, 
Aero Mongolia and Eznis Airways based 
at the airport, a smaller, non-scheduled 
airline, Blue Sky Aviation, operates 
charters from here using Cessna Caravans 
on flights across сети Мун ۴ 
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International Airlines 

Airlines operating into Ulaanbaatar 
include Aeroflot, which offers thrice- 
weekly rotations to and from its Moscow 
hub using 767s in the summer and 
Airbus A320s during the winter. The 
Russian flag carrier flies the services 
under a codeshare agreement with MIAT, 
both companies’ flight codes appearing 
on tickets and departure boards. The 
busiest international route from Chinggis 
Khaan International is to Beijing, with 
MIAT flying twice daily to the Chinese 
capital and Air China operating a daily 
afternoon link, usually with a 737-800. 

Other companies flying to Ulaanbaatar 


ТИП 


include Korean Air with a four times 
weekly A330-300 return flight from 

its hub in Seoul (increased to six 
timeweekly links in the summer 
months); and Tianjin Airlines, which 
offers twice-weekly rotations using its 
Embraer 190s to Hohhot and to its home 
base at Tianjin. 


Difficult Topography 

While Ulaanbaatar’s single paved. 
Runway 14/32 (there is also a shorter, 
grass runway: 15/33) is long enough at 
10,170ft (3,100m) for all aircraft types 
to use, it does have one main major 
limitation - the airport is surrounded 
by mountains on both its southern 
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r 
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Above «Taxing towards 
the terminal after a flight 
from the South Korean 
capital, Seoul, is Boeing 
767-3WOER, JU-1011 

(c/n 28149), one of two 
the national carrier МАТ 
operates on its long-haul 
routes, 


Below right + Aeroflot 
flies thrice-weekly flights 
o and from its hub in 
Moscow, using Boeing 
7675 in the summer and 
Airbus A320s during the 
winter, Here, 767-36NER, 
VP-BAY (c/n 30110), is 
prepared forits return 
journey back to the 
Russian capital. 


Left + № 2008, МАТ 
withdrew all its domestic 
services; its derelict 

fleet of Antonov An-24s 
remain on the ground. 
Also found here is former 
Mongolian Government 
Ап-24, BNMAU-6807, 


Below « Aero Mongolia is 
оле of two carriers oper- 
ating domestic services 
from the airport; here 

a pair of its Fokker 50s, 
JU-8251 (c/n 20251) and 
JU-8258 (c/n 20258), wait 
for their next passengers. 


and eastern sides, so airliners are only 
permitted to land and take-off in one 
direction: towards the north-east. As а 
result, movements are often hampered by 
crosswinds, 

Since Ulaanbaatar is the only facility 
in Mongolia with aircraft maintenance 
facilities, pilots of domestic services 
especially will sometimes try to get 
their aircraft back here even if weather 
conditions are marginal, which can 
make for some interesting landings. 
For international services with bigger 
airliners, there are no realistic alternative 
airfields within Mongolia; the nearest 
diversions are either Irkutsk or Ulan-Ude 
in Russia. » 
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The Passenger Experience 
Arriving and departing from 
Ulaanbaatar as an international 
passenger is a pleasant experience. 
Depending on traffic (which can be very 
heavy in and around the city centre) the 
airport is around half-an-hour's journey 
away. The single terminal building is 
divided into domestic and international 
sections. Opened in 1986, it has seen 
several upgrades in recent years, but 
orientation for passengers is not always 
easy and the layout might be described 
as awkward. Arriving passengers find 
themselves at the ground level after 
picking up their bags and clearing 
immigration and customs. Their exit 
leads directly to a car park where taxis 
and buses wait for passengers. 
Departing international passengers 
check-in for their flight on the first 
floor and stay on this level until 
boarding. But domestic travellers use 
a separate boarding area on the ground 
level from where they are taken to 
their aircraft by bus. Immigration and 
customs are usually quite swift, leaving 
passengers time to explore what's on 
offer in the handful of shops beyond the 
immigration area. A comfortable café 
offers a choice of drinks and snacks. For 
boarding, international passengers use a 
central corridor leading to one of three 
airbridges for waiting aircraft. 


A New Airport for 
Ulaanbaatar 

With the economy of landlocked 
Mongolia one of the fastest-growing in 
the world, and the country's demand 
for both domestic and international 


Right» One of the more 
unusual visitors at 
Ulaanbaatar was this 
Learjet 35A, D-CCCB, 
which belongs to DRF 
Luftrettung, the German 
air rescue organisation. 


Below right «Preserved 
in front of the terminal. 
is this Ilyushin I-14, 
MONGOL 104 which 
appears to be excellent 
condition. 


Below Aero Mongolia. 
retired its Fokker 100s 
from service several 
years ago; during the 
author's visit the last one 
was being prepared for 
its final flight to the US 
for scrapping. 


Bottom + Close to МАТУ 
maintenance hangar is 
this interesting line-up of 
six stored Antonov An-2s, 
some of which have seen 
better days. 


air travel growing rapidly, a functional 
and modern airport for the capital 

is imperative. Now that the current 
facility has reached its design limits 
(at least during peak hours), and given 
its runway and weather limitations, a 
replacement is badly needed to help 
keep pace. 

Indeed, work on a new airport is 
already under way and it’s due to be 
completed in 2015. Located in a valley 
34 miles (54km) to the southwest of 
Ulaanbaatar's city centre, it will have 


two runways and passenger capacity 
will be almost three times that of the 
current facility's 600,000 per annum. 
It will also offer more reliable flights 
even during the harshest of winter 
conditions. Until the new airport 
opens, passengers flying to 
Ulaanbaatar will still have to 
continue using Chinggis Khaan 
International Airport. Nevertheless, 
even during the busy peak periods, 
they will still find it a rather pleasant 
gateway into Mongolia. 7:11 
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Just four months 
after acquiring eleven 
Embraer 190s, Brazilian 
carrier Azul has firmed 
‘up ten more of its. 
options for the type. 
Photo simbar 


he Zeppelin LZ 7 Deutschland of 
1910 was the first civil aircraft 
to carry passengers in true 
comfort, although it did not 

operate scheduled services until after 

World War One. This pioneer aircraft 

has been followed in service over 

the last 100 years by more than 180 

different types of airliner, from the first 


piston-engined biplanes of the 1920s 
and 1930s, to the post-war monoplane 
airliners, helicopters and flying-boats 
powered by propellers, and then on 

to the jet age of the 1950s. Soon the 
majority of aircraft were, and continue 
to be, pure-jet, with the propeller mostly 
appearing in turboprop form fitted to 
smaller twin-engined airliners. 


and atti 


hed 


ne 


Jain «View aft from the 
front of the forward 
saloon of a Heracles 
class HP45, 


Inset « Imperial Airways 
НР45 Hengist. 
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flew on June 19, 1910, 

It was 485ft біп (148m) 
long and had seating for 
20 passengers. It was. 
powered by three 120hp. 
engines with a top speed 
of 37mph (60km/h). 


(Luftschiffbau Zeppelin) 


Delag Zeppelins 

The first passenger-carrying aircraft 
were rigid airships constructed at 
Friedrichshafen by Luftschiffbau 
Zeppelin Gmbh. They were built for 
its subsidiary Deutsche Luftschiffahrts 
AG (Delag), which was founded at 
Frankfurt-am-Main on November 16, 
1909, to operate passenger flights and 
train Zeppelin crews. Delag was the first 
airline and its initial Zeppelin was the 


Vickers Vimy Commercial 
In 1917 the UK's Air Board a 
rs to produce a bomber to the 
ification as the Handley 
Page 0/400. It was designed in four 
months but was too late to see active 
service. Named Vimy, this large twin- 
engined biplane gained a place in 
history when one made the first direct 
air crossing of the North Atlantic and 
another made the first flight from 
England to Australia, Two others were 
engaged in the first flight to South 
Afric 
Following the Armistice, Vickers 
looked to the civil market and 
decided to build a civil Vimy with new 
fuselage for passenger carriage. This 
mmercial, which first 


was the Vimy 
flew on April 13, 1919. It retained 


the wings, tail unit, engines and 
undercarriage of the original but had 


Type E LZ 7 Deutschland, which flew 
on June 19, 1910. It went into service 
on Jure 28, but was written off on 

its maiden voyage due to bad weather 
and poor airmanship. Deutschland 
was 485ft 6in (148m) long, powered 
by three 120hp Daimler engines, had a 
681,574cu ft (19,300m?) gas capacity 
and a maximum speed of 37.35mph 
(59.5km/h). Beneath its hull it had a 
tram-like cabin for 20 passengers. 


a deep forward fuselage of upright oval 
cross-section completely clear of any 
internal structural obstructions, It 

was a plywood monocoque structure 

of generous proportions, with circular 
windows on each side, while on the 
port side at the rear of the cabin was a 
narrow opening closed by a roller blind. 
The cabin windows were soon changed 
to a rectangular shape and a new entry 
door was fitted. This was hinged at its 
base and incorporated steps, the first 
example of airstairs, 

A total of 40 Vimy Commer 
exported to China but it has been 
reported that many of these were 
never uncrated. In the UK, the best 
known example was G-EASI ‘City of 
London’ delivered to S Instone & Co 
(The Instone Air Line) which became in 
1924, a constituent of Imperial Airway: 
to which the Vimy Commercial passed. 


vere 
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The passenger gon- 
dola of the Deutschland 
with windows open. 


iftschiffoau Zeppelin) 


On July 15, 1911, Delag took delivery 
of the Type F airship LZ 10 Schwaben. 
It had first flown on June 26 that year, 
and was more advanced than previous 
Zeppelins with more reliable 145hp 
Maybach engines. 

In commercial service, the LZ 10 was 
the first aircraft to have a steward, 
who enhanced the passengers’ journey 
by serving cold meals and a selection 
of wines and Champagnes. Before 
being wrecked by a storm that struck 
Diisseldorf at the end of June 1912, 
Schwaben had carried 1,553 revenue 
passengers. Two Type G Zeppelins went 
into service in 1912 (LZ 11 Viktoria 
Luise and LZ 13 Hansa), and both were 
approximately the same size as the 
earlier 'ships' but with accommodation 
for 25 passengers. 


View forward in the 
cabin of the prototype 
Vimy Commercial. 


Опе of the best-known 
airliners of the 1920s was 
Instone Air Line's Vickers 
Vimy Commercial City of 
London’, seen here tak- 
ing off from Croydon. 


Looking aft in another 
Vimy Commercial, with 
improved seating. 


It became a freighter and was finally 
withdrawn in 1926 but its cabin was 
used as a summer house until 1935. 
The Vimy Commercial had a maximum 
speed of 98mph (157km/h) and a 
range of 450 miles (725km). 


Armstrong Whitworth Argosy 

The Argosy was an important 
aeroplane in terms of its advanced range 
capabilities although only seven were 
built. It was a large three-engined 
biplane originally designed for Middle 
Eastern routes but it was considered 
suitable for European services and 
three were ordered in 1925. The type 
first flew in March 1926 and went into 
service in July with Imperial Airways 
between London and Paris. The cabin, 
which was 29ft long (8.84m), 4ft 6in 
(1.37m) wide and 6ft 2in (1.9m) high, 
had a wooden floor and walls lined 
with fabric. There were 20 forward- 
facing wicker seats, with containers 
for sick bowls beneath, and windows 
that opened and stretched the length 
of the cabin. In May 1927 Imperial 
Airways introduced the Silver Wing 
London-Paris service. For this, the 
Argosies were given improved interiors 
with 18 cushioned seats with armrests, 
curtained windows and a buffet. A 
steward was carried for the first time on 
British aircraft. 

From October 1927, Imperial Airways 
used the type on the London-Paris 
route with a 2hr 30min schedule and £9 
retum fare, and included the services 
of a steward and a bar. Three more 
improved aircraft were ordered in 1928, 
and in early 1931 two were transferred 
to Cairo to operate the Cairo-Khartoum 
sector when the first stages of the 
service to Cape Town began. The 
last Argosy was used for joy-riding at 
Blackpool by United Airways in the 
summer of 1936. 


Junkers G31 


In 1928 Luft Hansa began to take 
delivery of a fleet of Junkers G31s. 
These had the same three-engined low- 
wing monoplane layout and corrugated 
metal skins as the G23 and G24 but, 
unlike the earlier aircraft, had twin fins 
and rudders. The cabins were divided 
into three sections by semi-bulkheads, 
had full-length luggage racks and the 
windows could be cranked open. Normal 
accommodation was for 15 passengers. 

A steward was carried and the G31s were 
probably the first Luft Hansa aircraft 
with meal service. The cabin was 6ft 
10in (2.1m) wide and 6ft 2in (1.87m) 
high and could accommodate sleeping 
berths or stretchers. There was a 
lavatory at the rear of the cabin, 


An 18 seat Argosy, with 
steward and buffet, as 
used on the Silver Wing 
London-Paris service. 
This one had improved 
seats and life-jackets 
above the windows. 


Imperial Airways’ 
Armstrong Whitworth 
Argosy ‘City of Glasgow. 


Meal service in a Luft 
Hansa Junkers 631. 


Luft Hansas Junkers G31 
Westmark at Schiphol 
Airport, Amsterdam, 
Inthe background are 

a Swedish Air Lines’ 
Junkers G23 and Luft 
Hansa Fokker-Grulich 
Fall, (KLM 
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Junkers Ju 52/3m 


any other European airliner. Total 
production has been reported as 4,835 


aeroplane began as a single-engined 
freighter and the first five were built in 
this form. This original type first flew 
in October 1930 and the three-engined 
version made its debut in April 1932. 
The Ju 52 followed the configuration 
and structure of the earlier Junkers 
transports and was the last to have the 
well-established corrugated metal skin. 


Handley Page HP42 


In the late 1920s, Imperial Airways, 
ordered eight large airliners for its 
European and Empire routes. Initially 
there were four HP42 Hannibals for 
Empire routes and four HP45 Heracles for 
Europe. The first to fly, on November 14, 
1930, was G-AAGX Hannibal. It entered 
service on June 11, 1931 on the London- 
Paris route but was transferred to Egypt 
from where the type worked to Kisumu in 
Kenya and Karachi then in India. 

The Hannibal had two passenger cabins 
(called saloons at the time) located as 
far as possible from the wing-mounted 
engines. The cabins were about 8ft 
(2.4m) wide with the rear cabin having 
12 or 14 seats and the forward cabin six 
orten. On the starboard side between 
the cabins were mail and baggage holds 
and on the port side a lavatory, bar, 
steward's seat and cabin-luggage hold. 
Some of the seats, all in pairs, faced 
across tables on which full meals were 
served. The windows were curtained and 
above them were light-luggage racks. 
The HP45s and 42s were almost identical 
apart from interior accommodation. 

The Heracles went into service on the 
London-Paris route on September 11, 
1931, and was at that time probably the 
most comfortable of all airliners, the two 
saloons being comparable to Pullman 
Cars. The rear cabin had 18 or 20 seats 
and the forward cabin 16 or 18. All 
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^. [ The eatin ога м 
52/3m lbokifig aft. 


The forward cabin of. 
a Handley Page НРА2 
Hannibal class, 


Hannibal, the first of 
eight Handley Page HP42 
and HPAS biplanes built 
for imperial Airways. 


There was normally accommodation for 
15 passengers, with six single seats on 
each side and a triple seat aft. Although 
the cabins were well appointed, the 
aeroplane was no 

Ju 52/3ms were widely used by 
European airlines; Lufthansa had 78 at 
the end of 1940, and some twin-float 
versions served the Norwegian coastal 


route to the Arctic. Others were used by 
Swedish Air Lines and carriers in South 
America. Lufthansa still has one example 
used for special occasions; there is one 

in South Africa and others are flying 

in Switzerland. In addition to its great 
contribution to commercial aviation, 
large numbers served with the Luftwaffe, 
including the invasion of Crete. 


seats were in pairs and chintz-covered. 
Between the cabins on the starboard side 
was a baggage hold and to port were two 
lavatories and the steward's pantry. 

The only drawback was the low cruising 
speed of about 100mph (160km/h) 
but this allowed the stewards to serve 
five-course lunches and seven-course 
dinners on the London-Paris route. These 
biplanes had very short take-off runs and 
landed at a modest 60mph (96km/h). 


One of the Avro 
Lancastrians used on 
North Atlantic serv- 

кез by Trans-Canada Air 
Lines, now Air Canada. 


jht «View forward 
through the cabin of a 
Lancastrian. (^ 


The downstairs lounge. 
of a Stratocruiser, look: 
ing forward, ( 


A Boeing Stratocruiser 
of American Overseas 
Airlines. 


Avro Lancastrian 


The Lancastrian was a Lancaster 
bomber with the military equipment 
removed, passenger accommodation 
added plus a new streamlined nose and a 
new tail cone. It was first produced for 
a Trans-Canada Air Lines’ North Atlantic 
service with ten seats and a range of 
4,000 miles (6,437km). Its maximum 
speed exceeded 300mph (482km/h). 
By the time the Canadian aircraft were 
withdrawn in 1947, they had made 
1,900 ocean crossings. 

Several Lancastrians were made 
available to BOAC and in conjunction 
with Qantas they operated United 
Kingdom-Australia services. The 
Lancastrian initially had a very unusual 
layout. There were nine inward-facing 
seats along the port side. Three sleeping 
berths could be made up from these 
seats and another three could be let 


Boeing Stratocruiser 
Boeing did not enter the competition 
between Douglas and Lockheed for 
a family of propeller airliners, but 
instead built the unique and, original 
luxurious Model 377 Stratocruiser, T! 
aeroplane was a civil development of 
the B-29 and B-50 bombers and the 
97 military transport. It was a mid- 
wing, four-engine monoplane with 
full pressurisation. Its main deck was 
78ft 6in (23.9m) long and the upper 
fuselage interior diameter was 10ft 4in 
(3.16m). Its 55 seats were in main, aft 
and forward cabins, the last two being 
parated by dressing rooms. One of the 
Stratocruiser's main attractions was a 


down to form an upper tier. Passengers 
could only see out of the starboard side. 
It was the first British aeroplane 
capable of operating services across 
the South Atlantic and British South 
American Airways (BSAA) used 18 on 
services to South America. They had 
more orthodox accommodation for 13 
with single forward-facing seats on each 
side of the cabin and two front seats 
facing aft. There were also two forward- 
facing seats at a higher level over the 
main spar. 


lower deck lounge and bar reached by a 
piral staircase from the main dec 
Stratocruisers could operate non- 

stop eastbound North Atlantic services 

but had to make refuelling stops on 
westbound flights. The type was 
introduced on April 1, 1949, by Pa 

American World Airways, although 

only 55 were eventually built. In 

Tourist-Class configuration, they could 

accommodate 86-89 passengers and in 

high-density layout it managed 112. 

So spacious was the aeroplane that 

a steward could walk in front of an 

e a window-seat 
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de Havilland DH106 Comet 


The Comet was the first jet-propelled 
airliner to fly and to enter passenger 
service. The first prototype flew on July 
27, 1949, and the type entered service 
with BOAC on the London-Johannesburg 
route on May 2, 1952, 

There was accommodation for 36 
passengers despite the interior diameter 
of the cabin being slightly less than that 
of the Douglas DC-4. The Comet 1, as it 
became designated, brought dramatically 
reduced flight times and had very low 
level of vibration, but unfortunately 
three broke up in flight due to structural 
failure and the type was withdrawn in 
1954. However, de Havilland and BOAC 
maintained their faith in the aircraft 
and modified Comet 4s were added to 
the airline's fleet in 1958. On October 4 
that year, they operated the first North 


Vickers Viscount 
The V an outstanding 
Not on rid's first 
propeller-turbine passenger aircraft, it 
also ieved considerable export orders 
and 445 were built. The first variant 
is the V630 with 32 seats. It first 
flew on July 16, 1948, and, on July 29, 
1950, operated the first : 
turbine-powered passenger service, from 
London/Northolt to Paris/Le Bourget. 
It continued the London-Paris operation 
for a fortnight and then spent a similar 
period operating Northolt-Edinburgh 
services, the first domestic routes 
anywhere with turbine power. 
Like all subsequent airline Viscounts, 
the V630 had four Rolls-Royce Dart 
propeller-turbines and an oval-cross 


58 AIRUINERWORLD APRIL 2012 


Early Comets had square 
windows, which proved 
to be the source of the 
structural failures, 


In the early Comets, 
there was accommoda- 
tion for 36 passengers. 


+ BEAS Vickers 
Viscount V701 RMA 
Robert Falcon Scott. 
Viscount 701s began the 
first regular propeller 
turbine-powered serv 
ices on April 18, 1953. 


+ Looking forward 
in the Business Class sec 
tion of the Viscount. 


Passengers particularly 
appreciated the large 
windows of the Viscount. 


nd almost no vibration. 
ped from the V630 was the V700 
span and 7ft 4in 
age length. The 
as the V701 and BEA 
ith five-abreast 


Atlantic jet services in each direction but 
with a refuelling stop on the westbound 
flight. The Comet 4 could accommodate 
56 First Class passengers or up to 97 in 
high-density layout. 

Developed from the Comet 4, next came 
the lengthened Comet 4B with clipped 
wings and without the pinion fuel tanks. 
This version could carry 92 Tourist-Class 
passengers and was operated by BEA and 
Olympic Airways. The final development 
of the type as an airliner was the Comet 
4C, which combined the Comet 4 wing 
and 4B fuselage. It could carry up to 101 
passengers and entered service in 1960. 


seating for 47 passengers and the type 
entered regular service on April 18, 
1953. 

In the early days of Viscount 
operations, passengers used to stand 
pencils on end and coins on the edge of 
tables in flight as there was insufficient 
vibration to displace them. More 
appreciated by passengers were the 26in 
by 19in (66cm x 48cm) elliptical cabin 
windows. Following the V701 and other 
V700 series came the V800 with greater 
power and a 13 ft (3.96m) increase 
in length. It could accommodate 53 
First-Class passengers, 63 Tourist-Class 
or 71 in a high-density layout. The 
Viscount V810 series, which was the last 
development, had uprated engines and 
seating for up to 75 passengers. 
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The attractive cabin of a 
Boeing 707. There were 
passenger service units 
above each seat-row. 


Above right « Pan 
‘American World Airways 
was the first customer 
for the Boeing 707, the 
first of the so-called ‘big 
jets: (Boeing) 


The Aérospatiale-British 
Aircraft Corporation 
Concorde is the only 

supersonic transport to 
have been in sustained 
operation. It went 
into service in January 
1976 and one made 

a New York-London 
flight in less than three 
hours. This British 
Airways example had 

Singapore Airlines’ livery 
on the port side. 


“A British 
Airways Concorde with 
original furnishings. 


on information 
inthe 

recently reprinted 
book, Passenger 
Aircraft & Their 

Interiors 1910-2006, 
written by John 

Stroud and edited 

by Scott Henderson. 
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Boeing 707 and 720 

The first of what were known as the 
‘big’ jets was the Boeing 707 and this 
fine aeroplane introduced entirely 
new and greatly improved standards 
to air travel. The 707 was a low- 
wing monoplane with four turbojets 
suspended from the wing on pylons. 
The intemal diameter of the upper 
fuselage was 11ft 5in (3.47m) and the 
first variant, the 707-120, could carry 
up to 179 passengers. Seating was in 
triple units each side of a central aisle 
and there was a forward lounge. There 
were full-length baggage racks and 
beneath these were passenger units with 


Aérospatiale-British Aircraft 
Corporation Concorde 


The Anglo-French C 


corde supersonic 
transport is one of only two types of 
airliners built and the only 


supersor 
one to continue in sustained service. It 
operated from January 1976 to November 
26, 2003 and was used on North Atlantic 
by Air France and British Airways, 
technically brilliant design had 
accommodation for 100 passengers, four 
abreast in two cabins, and cruised at 
Mach 2 with a top speed of 1,400mph 
(2,253km/h) and a maximum cruise 
level of 60,000ft (18,288m). The slender 
fuselage was mounted on a delta wing of 
complex geometry and there were four 
Rolls-Royce-Snecma Olympus turbojets 
in pairs beneath the wing. By mid-May 
1967, airlines had taken options on 74 
aircraft but eventually only Air France 
and British Airways took delivery and 
there were only 16 production aircraft. 


call bells, lighting and ventilation and 
drop-down emergency oxygen masks, 
Large ceiling lights could be dimmed at 
night and represented a deep blue sky 
with stars. Pan American World Airways 
ordered 20 and began a world airline 
race into the jet age, It introduced 707s 
on its New York-Paris service on October 
26, 1958. 

The original aircraft were not designed 
to have a North Atlantic non-stop range, 
but this was achieved by the larger 
and heavier 707-300. Boeing built 725 
for commercial customers including a 
number of specialised types, such as 
the 707-138 for Qantas. The 'B models 


with turbofan power had improved 
performance. So reliable was the type 
that some airlines scheduled daily 
long-haul flights while only possessing 
one aircraft. 

There were also 154 examples of the 
scaled-down 720 and 720B, which 
was also a very fine aeroplane. It was 
supposed to be a short-haul aircraft, 
but the first one delivered to Pakistan 
International Airlines set an unbeaten 
world record by flying non-stop the 
3,900nm (7,226km) from London to 
Karachi in 6hrs 43mins 51secs. Initial 
seating was for 165 Tourist-Class 
passengers. 


Your favourite magazine now on the iPhone, iPad and Android. 
Download now. 
Available from iTunes, Android Market and the App Store. 


Р 


ZURICH/KLOTEN 


0 Available on the IPhone 


App Store 


Hugh Pages 


4426-21 ж 


Search: Airliner World 


Also available for download 


How it Works. 


7 SINDRo} 
ALSO AVAILABLE FROM POCKET MAGS §ypocketmags.com ТҮ 
Now! 


й агац 


ims THROUGH TROUBLED walls 


62 NIRINERWORLD APRIL 2012. 


reports from Macau on how the city and its resident airline have recovered following the 
Chinese Government's approval of direct flights to and from Taiwan, after a 60-year suspension. 


1n2002 Air Macau leased | boats diminished and aerial links to the 
ОВ city ceased until 1990, when East Asia 
Актова started мшген 


p/ z Е 


E 


Macau International Airport was opened 
to commercial traffic on November 9, 
1995, with the Air Macau Company 
Ltd - which was established previously 
on September 13, 1994 - launching its 
maiden flights to Beijing and Shanghai. 
The ownership of Air Macau was split 
between Air China's parent company, 
China National Aviation Corporation 
(CNAC) with a 51% holding, TAP Portugal 
(20%), Sociedade de Turismo e Diversées 
de Macau (STDM, 14%), Eva Air (5%) 
and the Government of Macau (5%), 
with the remaining 5% stake held by 
local investors. In reference to the city's 
heritage, the airline gave each of its jets 
both Chinese and Portuguese names, 
From the first day of operations, Air 
Macau has had ambitious plans and its 
vision was to become a full-service carrier 
carrying passengers from mainland China 
to Taiwan via Macau, profiting from the 


Air Macau Airbus 

А321, B-MAR (c/n 597), 
departs Taipei's Taoyuan 
International Airport on 
the short hop across the 
Taiwan Strait to its home 
base. (Arteamimages 
com/Frikke Bekker) 


Air Macau operates 
flights to Asian capitals 
including Beijing, where 
‘one of its Airbus A320s, 
В-МАН (c/n 805), is seen 
here being pushed back 
from its gate with a 

full load of passengers, 


lArteamimagescon 
Andrew Hunt) 


ban imposed by the Chinese Government. 
in 1949, which effectively prohibited 
airlines from flying direct services 
between the mainland to its 'breakaway 
province. The political status of the 
Republic of China (ROC), widely known 
in the West as Taiwan, has remained a 
problem for world politics for more than 
60 years. The ROC took control of the 
island in 1945 when it ruled mainland 
China and claimed sovereignty over Outer 
Mongolia (now Mongolia) before losing 
the Chinese Civil War and relocating its 
government to Taipei in December 1949, 
the mainland becaming the communist- 
governed People's Republic of China. 
Cathay Pacific had already benefitted 
from this situation for more than four 
decades, connecting passengers via its 
Kai Tak hub, so Air Macau was sure it 
could attract a considerable percentage 
of this traffic through its new and much 


less congested gateway. Air Macau's first 
‘beyond’ connection from Beijing and 
Shanghai to Taipei via its hub started 
on December 8, 1995. From that date 
the carrier gradually increased the size 
its fleet and route network, adding 
additional Chinese cities, including 
Xiamen, Nanjing, Shenzhen, Haikou, 
Kunming, Guilin and Chengdu. Thanks to 
the Macanese airline, Chinese mainlanders 
could finally get to Taipei and Kaohsiung 
from any of the major cities using the 
company's growing network, with only 
a single aircraft change and a relatively 
quick and hassle-free transit at Macau 
International. Naturally the process 
also worked in reverse for Taiwanese 
travellers wishing to visit the mainland, 
with the airline also providing assistance 
to passengers in obtaining their People's 
Republic of China Entry Endorsement. 

In its heyday, the Intra-Taiwan Strait 
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services generated more than 70% of Air 
Macau's revenue, flying up to 72 round- 
trips per week to and from Taipei and 28 
round-trips to Kaohsiung. Since 2004, 
the carriers Macau to Beijing rotation has 
been flown under a code-share agreement 
with Air China. 

The booming economy of the Pearl 
River Delta region, has also increased 
demand for air freight providers. In 2002 
Air Macau leased two Boeing 727-100Fs 
from Transmile Air Services and launched 
its own freighter flights between Taipei 
and Shenzhen via its Macau hub on 
October 7 of that year. This cargo 
route continued until 2006 when the 
two ageing aircraft were replaced by 
Airbus A300B4-200Fs, which in turn 
were replaced by -600RFs leased from. 
International Lease Finance Corporation 
(ILFC), an arrangement that broadened 
horizons in terms of capacity and range. 


On February 5, 2012, 
the Air Macau freighter 
fleet was reduced to 

a single A300B4-600F- 
when the carrier's 
second one, B-MAS (c/n 
743), was returned to 
the lessor, ILFC. Here, 
its sole remaining 
example, B-MBJ (c/n 
677), is parked on the 
cargo ramp at Macau. 
International Airport. 
(Ай images author 
unless stated) 


“IN ITS HEYDAY, THE INTRA- 
TAIWAN STRAIT SERVICES 


GENERATED MORE THAN 70% OF 
AIR MACAU'S REVENUE.’ 


Unfortunately, these developments 
occurred as the world economy was 
starting to take a different direction, and 
the airline would soon face a very abrupt 
change of fortunes. 

At this point, its passenger fleet was 
standardised on the Airbus narrowbody 
family of A319s, A320s and A321s and 
had reached a total of 21 examples. 

In order to compete in the rapidly 
expanding low-cost sector, Air Macau 
created Macau Asia Express in 2006 with 
partner Shun-Tak Holdings, and was set 


Air Macau Airbus A321, 
В-МАЈ (c/n 908), received 
this special orange 
fuselage colour scheme 
to help promote the 
Ath East Asian Games 
held in Macau. Here it 
is departing from Hong 
Kong's Chek Lap Kok 
Intemational Airport. 
(Aieamimagescon 
Colin Hunt) 


to start budget flights serving mostly 
Chinese destinations. The subsidiary 
was to be managed independently; 
however, funding problems leading to 

a delay in delivery of its initial A320s. 
The carrier's problems eventually proved 
insurmountable and Macau Asia Express’ 
Air Operator's Certificate was revoked a 
year later, before it had started flying. 


Fighting the Winds of Change 

Air Macau has faced many challenges 
over the last few years. To start with, 
the 2003 Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) epidemic played havoc 
with the airline's business plans, as it 
did with many other Asian carriers, 
substantially reducing traffic figures 
during the outbreak period. It recovered 
quickly after SARS and re-established 
positive growth continuing until 2007 
when its traffic figures reached a record 
high at Macau International Airport, 
having handled 5.5 million passengers. 

A year later the global economic 
recession hit the Pearl River Delta, once 
again sending traffic volumes plunging 
to 4.1 million passengers in 2008. But 
that was merely the prelude to an even 
larger turn of events that would threaten 
the company's long-term future. In 2008 
there was a significant thaw in tensions 
between the governments of China and 
Taiwan, resulting in the authorisation 
of a number of direct ‘weekend charter’ 
flights between the two countries. This 
new policy conflicted directly with Air 
Macau's primary business model. Things 
were about to get worse for the carrier 
when on August 31, 2008, China finally 
agreed to re-instate reqular non-stop air 
services to and from Taiwan, effectively 
ending the 60-year ban, so ending the 
need for passengers to connect via Macau 
or Hong Kong. 

Many Chinese carriers’ established 
offices in Taiwan and wasted no time in 
starting direct flights between mainland 
Chinese airports and Taipei or Kaohsiung. 
Meanwhile, Taiwan-based China Airlines, 
Uni Airways and TransAsia Airways 
started reciprocal non-stop services as 
well, providing passengers with much 
quicker direct flights, lower fares and >> 
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Close-up of the forward 
fuselage of Airbus A319, 
B-MAL, named Rio 
Amarelo, with the logo 
and titles of the 4th East 
Asian Games, which were 
held in Macau during 
2005. (Airteamimage 


A busy scene on the 
apron at Macau Airport, 
as Air Macau Airbus 
A321, B-MAR (c/n 597), 
heads for one of the two. 
causeways that lead to 
the main runway. 
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more frequencies than ever before. 

This fundamental change in travel 
policies radically modified the 
composition of the Taiwan-bound and 
originating traffic at Macau Airport to 
such an extent that it fell from 62% of 
total traffic in 2004, to as low as 40% 
in 2010, while its services to its Chinese 
mainland destinations also suffered a 
large decrease, falling from 33% to 24%. 
Fortunately, the growing appeal of Macau 
as a leisure and business destination, 
rather than a purely transit facility, 
has enabled it to survive. This change 
in emphasis has shifted to other Asian 
countries, gradually increasing from 5% 
to 36%, partly offsetting the substantial 
traffic decline from the lifting of the ban. 

During a recent interview for Airliner 
World, Zheng Yan, Vice Chairman, Board 
of Directors and President of Executive 
Committee at Air Macau, highlighted 
the new strategies for survival that 
the company adopted in 2009 as result 
of the removal of the ban, He said: 
“Focusing on becoming the customer's 
airline of choice, by providing a 
constantly improving level of service 
that exceeds passengers' expectations 
in terms of punctuality as well as our 
onboard products, while at the same time 
minimising our cost structure, are the 
most important actions we are taking. 
We are also focusing on new markets, 
with further expansion in mainland 
China and north-eastern Asia also 
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planned. Like everywhere else, finding 
strong strategic partners is paramount," 
Mr Yan emphasised. The company has 
acted upon this by expanding its links 
with the 'big guys' sitting in Beijing. 
Air China, which originally held a 51% 
holding in the company through its 
parent CNAC, increased its stake to 
80.86% in 2009, injecting $63 million 
into Air Macau, while also establishing 
closer operational links. 

The start of direct services between 
China and Taiwan had a near-devastating 
effect on Air Macau with passenger 
numbers dramatically dropping, 
necessitating a one-third fleet 
reduction from its highest level at 21, 
to 14. Since 2009, five of its Airbus 
narrowbodies have been flying under a 


damp lease contract (including cockpit 
crews) with Air China, on the carrier's 
domestic routes across China. Aircraft 
utilisation has also improved as part of 
its restructuring, with an expected nine 
hours per day and per jet being achieved 
in 2011, compared to 7.8 previously. 

Tt has also restructured its sales forces, 
as well as pushing forward its direct 
distribution channels, quickly investing 
and implementing B2B and B2C portals. 
Commercial co-operation is increasing; as 
well as its Air China partnership, code- 
sharing agreements have been forged 
with All Nippon Airways (ANA), Korean 
Air Lines, Philippine Airlines and Thai 
Airways International. All these efforts, 
coupled with an extensive cost-cutting 
exercise and alignment with industry 
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"YET, DESPITE ALL THE 
HALLENGES THAT LIE AHEAD, 
MACAU IS POTENTIALLY ONE OF 
THE MOST PROMISING FUTURE 
AVIATION MARKETS IN ASIA.” 


best practice, finally led to it finishing 
2010 in the black. Now with a new focus 
on serving regional destinations, and no 
longer reliant on Taiwan/Chinese traffic, 
Air Macau has been extending its reach, 
adding Hefei on the Chinese mainland 
and Singapore to its network. 

Cargo is an aspect of its business that 
is still under strict analysis, because it 
has not yet returned to profitability. 
Macau Airport experienced a cargo 
traffic boom between 1995 and 2005, 
when total freight handled grew to 
227,000 tonnes per annum, before 
quickly declining and then levelling off 
at 52,000 tonnes in 2009 and 2010. The 


Above right Те main 
terminal at Macau 
International Airport, 
with its name in both 
Portuguese and Chinese, 
demonstrating the city’s 
rich and diverse heritage. 


Air Macau standardised 
its fleet on the Airbus 
narrowbody A320 
family. Here one ofits 
A3195, B-MAX departs on 
another flight across the 
Taiwan Striat. 


(Kwek Ла Hao) 
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negative effect on air cargo operations 
was mostly attributed to the full effect 
of the Cross-Strait direct cargo flights 
between mainland China and Taiwan 
that no longer needed to transit through 
Macau. Also, there was the impact of a 
formidable competitor a short distance 
across the Pearl River estuary - ten 
minutes flying time away: Hong Kong's 
purpose-built Chek Lap Kok Cargo Centre. 
Point-to-point cargo traffic from Macau, 
although still developing important links, 
is no longer justifying the large number 
of services that were available before the 
downturn. On February 5, 2012, the Air 
Macau freighter fleet was reduced to a 
single A300B4-600F when the carriers 
second example, B-MAS (c/n 743), was 
returned to the lessor, ILFC, and was 
later re-delivered to Turkish operator 
ACT Airlines. Air Macau is still looking 
at expanding its cargo network and is 
looking at new opportunities such as 
Dhaka, Bangladesh as well as other Asian 
destinations such as Taipei, Shanghai, 
Singapore, Bangkok and Osaka. 

Yet, despite all the challenges that lie 
ahead, Macau is potentially one of the 
most promising future aviation markets 
in Asia. Already the former Portuguese 
colony is visited by more than 25 million 
visitors each year, yet most of them 
teach the ‘Las Vegas of the Orient’ via 
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high-speed ferry services from Hong 
Kong and Guangzhou, rather than the 
city's pleasant and easy-to-use airport. 
During the interview with Mr Yan, he 
said he believed that between 4% and 
5% of the potential Chinese market is 
currently being accessed and the rewards 
that lay ahead for Air Macau, as well as 
the airport and the city, are enormous. 
However, the big question is: how much 
time will it take decision makers in 
Beijing to leverage the city's considerable 
aviation potential? Also, much will 
depend on the success of forays into new 
regional markets such as India, while 
also increasing links and frequencies to 
existing destinations. 

While the immediate future may not 
be easy, rapid growth of the local 
economy and the attractiveness of 
Macau as a tourist spot. A new 
enthusiasm and focus from a team 
determined to survive, may yet make Air 
Macau an Asian star. 111/4 


The author would like to thank Mr 
Zheng Yan, Vice Chairman, Board of 
Directors and President of Executive 
Committee of Air Macau and Ms Joy 
| Gong Xiaozhuang, General Manager - 
| PR & Advertising Division for their help 
in the preparation of this article. 
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For our complete range of airport and cockpit DVDs visit 
www.keypublishing.com/shop 


Air Canada Boeing 777-200LR Polar 


Operations DVD 


This latest Air Canada DVD is 
hosted by the airline's Senior 
Director of Flight Operations, 
Captain Rick Allen who takes 
you on Air Canada's non-stop 
Service from Toronto to Hong 


Kong and back becoming the NS 
longest route in the World Air ENN 
Running Time: 262 Minutes 

Region-free DVD 


Swiss Airbus A340-300 DVD 


Just Planes are delighted to 
return to Swiss International 9 
years after they first featured 
this great airline. After covering 
flights to Asia and South 
America, this time they fly the 
‘A340-300 to North America 
and you're in for a fantastic 
flight packed with information 
and great views and ending 
with a spectacular scenic 
arrival into San Francisco! 


Running Time: 256 Minutes 
Region-free DVD 


Brussels Airlines Airbus 
A330-300 DVD 


Join the crew of this Brussels 
Airlines Airbus A330 aircraft as 
they journey to the exotic Gambia. 
With 5 cockpit cameras, this DVD 
offers a unique insight into this 
long-haul fight with all aspects of 
the fight preparation covered in- 
depth - from the initial walk around 
to take-off, navigation and landing 
procedure. 

Running time: 205 Mins. 
Region-Free DVD. 


Join the Aegean Airways crew on 

flights in the Airbus A320/321 and 

Avro RJIOO. Includes a journey to 

London Heathrow that provides 

stunning views over London and a 

crosswind landing. With pre-flight 

briefing, cockpit presentation 

d and a pilots-eye view of the 

Bap] LHR approach this Widescreen 
production is a must-have for any 


ИЩ, viation enthusiast! Running time 
РҢЕЕ Р&Р* 152 Minutes. Region-Free DVD. 
‘Code: DVD466 
Only £18.49 + P&P FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas £3.00 


Atlantic Airways Avro RJ85, 
RJIOO and Bell 412 DVD 


Atlantic Airways, established in 
1987, is based at Vagar Airport 

оп the Faroe Islands In 2008 the 
airline operates 7 BAe jets and 
several helicopters. The program 
first takes you on B fights to. 
‘Copenhagen, London, Reykjavik, the 
inaugural service to Stockholm and 
the Ist fight in the series to the 


Shetland Islands. 
ree 


This DVD lets you fly the A320 
from Vienna to Syria, Egypt and 
Croatia with 3 fantastic crew who 
will keep you totally informed 

оп each of their fights. The 4 

hour program includes preflight 
preparations, cockpit setups, 
checklists, departure and arrival 
procedures, cockpit presentation, 
aircraft walkaround and a lot more 
including the inflight service 


Running time: 235 Minutes, 
FREE P&I Region-Free DVD. 
Code: DVDS00 


Only £18.49 + P&P FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas £3.00 


Silk Way Airlines IL-76 DVD 


Silk Way Airlines started operations 
‘on October 6th 2001. The airline 
uses AN-I2BK and 1.7670 
aircraft on cargo routes around. 
the world.This program is a unique 
‘opportunity to discover the 
amazing Ilyushin 76 and in this case 
оп 2 very interesting routes into 
Afghanistan, 

Running time: 195 Minutes, 
Region-Free DVD. 


FREE P&P* 
Only £18.49 + P&P FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas £3.0 


Scandinavian Airbus A330-300 
DVD 


Join the SAS fight crew for this 
transatlantic crossing on the 
‘widebody Airbus A330! The 2 pilots 
оп this program which runs more 
than 4 hours long, including all the 
information you want about thé 
aircraft, the route, oceanic crossings 
and much more! 

Running time: 247 Minutes. 
Region-Free DVD. 


Code: 20474 


Only £18.49 + P&P FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas £3.00 


Buffalo Airways DC-4/C-46 DVD 


Buffalo Airways was established 
‘over 40 years ago and is based in 
Yellowknife. The airline has become 
famous through the TV Show "Ice 
Pilots” and World Air Routes is 
honoured to be welcoming Buffalo 
to their ever growing Flight in the 
Cockpit series! The aircraft you 
will ly on this program are a piece 
of history, C-GCTF was built 65 


years ago! 
Running time: 246 Minutes. 
FREE P&P* i DVD. 


Only £1 


For our full range of airport and airliner DVDs visit us at: www.keypub 


Everts Air DC-6 DVD 


This program follows Everts Air 
Cargo DC-6 fights to half a dozen 
destinations across Alaska with its 
amazing scenery, Pilots talk about 
the routes, Fligh Engineer presenta- 
dons include fueling, instruments, 
you will also visit maintenance, op- 
erations, cargo and more. The DVD 
also includes takeoffs and landings of 
the DC-6 at Anchorage Airport as 
well as some very impressive air to 


Ll 
255 
air filming over Alaska. 


Running time: 181 Minutes. Region- 
FREE P&P* Жа 


Channel Express A300F/F-27/ 
Electra DVD 


‘Channel Express began operations 
in 1978. The Fokker 27 was added 
in the early 905. In 1991 Channel 
Express was instrumental in placing 
the first Lockheed L-188 Electras 
‘on the British Register and in 
achieving ICAO Stage 3 noise 
certification of the type. In 1996 it 
took delivery of the first wide-body 
jets, an A30084. 
Running time: 120 Minutes. 

DvD. 


Region-Free 


ep 


49 + P&P FREE UK & BFPO, 


shing.com/shop 


Air Canada Embraer 190 DVD 


Join the Air Canada crew as they 
guide this Embraer 190 aircraft on 
return journies from Toronto to 
Exhuma in the Bahamas and Ha- 
vana, Cuba. Captain Jeff Lewis takes 
viewers through every stage of the 
flight including pre-flight briefings, 
‘external walkaround, checklists. 
take-off and landing. 


Running time: 247 Minutes. Region- 
Free DVD. 


Code: DVD463 


Only £18.49 + P&P FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas £3.00 


United Airlines Boeing 777-200 
DVD 


United's Director of Flight. 
Operations Control gives you a 
very in-depth look at the operation 
of the Boeing 777 between two of 
the largest and busiest International 
airports in the world, London 
Heathrow and Chicago O'Hare. In 
detail you will see how the pilots 
prepare the fight before and after 
boarding the aircraft and find out. 
how the state of the art cockpit. 
works. Witness the takeoffs, landings, 
AND many nice views 

Running Time: 125 Minutes. 
Region-Free DVD. 


Code: DVD458 


Only £18.49 + P&P FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas £3.00 


Oasis Hong Kong Boeing 747 
Training DVD 


This 2-hour DVD offers you a very 
unique opportunity to join 6 pilots 
оп a day of training, something 
otherwise only experienced by the 
pilots themselves. The program 
starts in the briefing room at 
London's Gatwick Airport where 
the training Captain and his crew 
go over the plans of the day 
including a pilot flying the 747 for 
the very first time. We then depart 
Gatwick bound for the Manston 
area. Running Time: 124 Minutes 
Region-Free DVD. 


< 


Code: DVD4S1 
Only £18.49 + P&P FREE UK & BFP 


Airbus Factories Spectacular 
DVD 


AirUtopia travel to 
Toulouse-Blagnac and 
Hamburg-Finkenwerder Airports 
over a period of 4 years to capture 
the daily action during the 

testing process for the 

Super Jumbo A380. The excitement 
continues with scenes of the 
incredible Airbus ‘Beluga’ 

Super Transporter in action along 
with the A320 family of jets, 

A330s and A340s that are destined 
to one day serve airlines 

around the globe! 


Code: DVD38I 
Only £12.49 + PAP FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas £ 


St. Maarten and St.Barths 
Extreme Airport DVD 


Join AirUtopia as they take you 
опа new adventure to the most 
EXTREME airports in the world! 
This new series starts with an 
Incredible aviation adventure to 
the Caribbean's world famous 

St. Maarten and St. Barths Airports. 
Both are captured in high quality 


digital format from multiple filming 
angles and locations providing the 
viewer with an experience that's 
almost as good as being there! 


Code: DVD326 
Only £12.49 + P&P FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas £ 


Brought to you by the industry. 
renowned Airliner World editorial 
team, the new edition of Airliner 
Classics turns the clock back to 
once again bring you the aircraft, 
airlines and airports from the 
classic years of aviation, 


100-page special. 


Subscribers call for your 
£1 discount! 


‘Code: ALCLASS3 
44.99 + PAP FREE UK & BFPO, Overseas Surface £2 


all (450. 


From Props to Jets Book 


From Props to Jes features a 
днае коту of commercial 
fig trom propeller driven anes 
to the dawn of the [et engine, With 
accurate techincal dua provided by 
Indore who write from thelr own 
EE ier own orga photographs, 
, 3 Fare memorabila, and orignal 
aor 


FROM PROPS 
TO JETS 


м. 
зь: 


Hardback, 162 pages. 


Code: B330 
Only £21.99 + P&P £3 UK & BFPO, EU £7, Overseas £12 


Air Canada Boeing 777-200LR 
DVD 


Join the Air Canada crew as they 
fly one of the longest routes in the 
world, Departing from Vancouver 
this 777-200LR (C-FNND) 
embarks on the 14 hours and 49 
minute long-haul flight to Sydney, 
Australia. We then rejoin the crew 
for the return leg to Vancouver 
Running time: 270 Minutes. 
Region-Free DVD. 


Code 
Only €18.49 + PAP FREE UK & ВЕР 


DVD462 
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captures the spirit of the Arriving at Penzance railway 
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ten ‘Skybus flights plus private aircraft 
coming and going from nearby tourist 
areas such as Newquay - a 20-minute 
flight away. 

The check-in area at the airport is 
situated immediately inside the main 
entrance. The basic facilities are totally 
different to those one is normally 
accustomed to with busy departure 
lounges, corporate style check-in 
desks and (sometimes) over-officious 
staff. The warm welcome of the local >> 
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employees set the tone for the rest of 
the trip. While outside, 'Christine's Café’ 
affords views of aircraft airside - two 
Islanders (one of which, G-SBUS, was 
the allocated aircraft for the morning), a 
de Havilland DHC-6 Twin Otter and two 
Cessna 172s were parked on the airfield. 
After a safety presentation, ground 
staff escorted everyone to the Islander. 
Passengers have to stoop to get into the 
small seats at the back; this certainly 
isn't a large aircraft by any means! 
Luckily, the flight wasn’t full, and all 
seats offered excellent views as well as 
the ability to see up front where the 
sole pilot was readying the aircraft. 


The view over Sennen 
Cove - which highlights 
exactly how beautiful 
this journey is and what 
a treat itis when weather 
is on your side! 


Climb out from Runway 
25 at St Just was swift 
and very enjoyable with 
very little in the way of 
bumpy ай. 


Lands End VOR is tuned 
into the secondary NAV 
radio, and VOR2 shows 
us pointing away from 
the VOR and heading 
west towards St. Mary's. 


To unaccustomed travellers, it can be 
a surprise just how quick the pilot's pre- 
flight checks can be on a (relatively) 
small aircraft, After an external 
inspection and a quick control surface, 
magneto and avionic check, the engines 
were started - and the aircraft was 
soon trundling and bumping across the 
grass for the departure from Runway 25. 
Following a short ground run, the flight 
was airborne very quickly, the smooth air 
and excellent visibility affording fantastic 
views port-side to nearby Sennen Cove, 
Maintaining a climb rate of 900 feet 
per minute and about 120kts ground 


speed, the vibration from the twin 
Lycoming engines (producing around 

300 horsepower each) brought life into 
the whole aircraft. In many ways, this is 
flying as it should be — basic, hassle-free, 
exhilarating and exciting. The white 
horses of the waves below looked a long 
way off - even at the transit height of 
only 1,000ft - a level that was reached in 
very little time at all. 

With only a 15-minute planned flying 
time, the descent soon commenced and 
was followed by a virtual straight-in 
approach to Runway 32 at St Mary's. 
The excellent visibility and the small 


airport's position high up on Telegraph 
Hill ensured it was easily identifiable on 
an island which is only a couple of miles 
long. There was a slight crosswind from 
the west but the landing was smooth 
and precise although the braking action 
was more fierce than expected from such 
a small aircraft. 

After a short taxi to the terminal 
and engine shutdown, friendly staff 


were again on hand to open the door 
and guide the passengers to the small 
terminal which forms the base for the 
operations of both Skybus and British 
International Helicopters. A bus was on 
hand to take those who needed it on the 
five-minute drive to Hugh Town - where 
the majority of the island's facilities lie. 
It is refreshing that, despite all the 
necessary security and safety procedures 
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that surround flying, there are still 
places where it can be regarded as an 
'experience' rather than simple a means 
of getting from A to B. Of course, for 
the individuals who live on the island, it 
is merely a necessary means of transport. 
The air links - fixed wing and helicopter 
- are part of the Isles of Scilly's daily life 
and a familiar sight throughout the 
archipelago. 4111 


Isles of Scilly Travel Group operate 
flights six days a week from Land's 
End, Newquay, Exeter, Bristol and 
Southampton. For more info see 
www.islesofscilly-travel.co.uk 


ve left «A view from. 
inside the cabin of the 
fixed undercarriage of 
the Islander, The transit 
over the water is made 
at just 1,000ft. 


bove + A Skybus DHC-6 
Twin Otter arriving on 
the grass runway at St 
Just. 


The approach to Runway 
32 at St Mary's giving 
ample view of what 
happens if you're in any 
way short! 
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Í The Boeing C-32A is 
the military transport 

{ version of the Boeing 

1757, usually flying with 

$ the callsign Air Force 2° 

i when transporting the 
Vice President of the 
United States. 


Т A simplified flight man- 
agement computer is 
provided, which can be 
substituted in favour of 
the Microsoft GPS 


} The rock band Iron. 

: Maiden leased its 
own aircraft flown by 
band member Bruce 
: Dickinson, who is also 
{ a qualified Boeing 757 

; pilot. 


The Ultimate Boeing 757 


Expansion for FS2004 and FSX - Quality Wings 


Ч he Boeing 757, often dubbed ‘the flying 
pencil' for its long, thin fuselage, is a 
wills versatile aircraft. The author has flown 

in the type on short flights from Manchester 

to London, travelled transatlantic from New 

York to Manchester, crossed Australia and was 

in the cockpit for a zero visibility landing in a 

snowstorm at Keflavik, Iceland, to name but 

à few adventures. The aircraft can be seen 

around the world on a wide variety of routes, 

making it an ideal type for the aspiring jet 

flight simmer, whether you wish to fly for 30 

minutes or seven hours. 

The development team at Quality Wings has 

recognised this and, in association with its 

publisher, Flight 1, has released a mammoth 
expansion for Flight Simulator 2004 (FS2004) 
and Flight Simulator X (FSX) for 757 fans. The 
developer has modelled every variant of the 
aircraft ever released by the manufacturer, 
totalling 15 versions. From the standard 200 
series to the stretched 300, the military trans- 
port version, freighters, freighter conversions, 
new models with winglets and even the single 
757M delivered to Nepal — all with multiple 
engine options from Pratt & Whitney and 
Rolls-Royce. 


An Incredible Livery Selection 

Liveries for every passenger airline that you 
care to mention are found in an extras folder 
on the installation DVD. Flight 1 tells us that if 
the 757 wore the livery, itis probably included 
in the pack, both for charter and scheduled 
airlines. There are an astonishing 136 varia- 
tions on the disk, ready to be installed, only a 
couple of freighter operators have not made 
it in to the box, although that seems almost 
churlish to mention, given the massive selec- 
tion, The good news is that each livery can be 
installed as desired, without the need to have 


them all taking space within the simulation, 
So this package provides every version of the 
757, with virtually every livery ever painted 
on to the aircraft - a staggering achievement 
that deserves recognition. There is, however, 
one fly in the ointment’ as many simmers buy 
the boxed version of a product due to lack of 
Internet access, After installation, the pack- 
age requires licence verification online. The 
‘eSellerate’ sales module is also added to the 
Flight Simulator menu structure. This moni- 
tors your hardware and notes any equipment 
changes, possibly requiring re-installation and 
revalidation as part of its anti-piracy measures. 
It seems draconian, but one can hardly blame 
publishers for protecting their work. 


АУУ УК OT NAYEN, 
noa 


Of course, the mass of liveries and variations 
that the boxed version offers would come to 
nought if they were attached to a poor exter- 
nal model. Luckily, the Quality Wings 757 is 
extremely attractive and is an accurate recon- 
struction of the real aircraft, throughout each 
of the variations, A wide range of custom 
animations are included, including Auxiliary 
Power Unit (APU) doors, entry, service and 
cargo doors and wingflex in addition to the 
primary control surfaces and landing gear. 
Both FS2004 and FSX versions are available 
for installation from the disk, with the FSX 
version being a native model and not a port 
from FS2004. The aircraft with their liveries 
are beautifully crafted, although they fall mar- 


m 


ginally short of the current state of the art. The 
advantage of that is high frame rates and fluid 
animation throughout all flights. 

Turning to the cockpit, the depth of variation 
continues, with more than 50 customisation 
options, including a more modern cockpit lay- 
out with extended glass displays, instrument 
options and a wealth of airline features. Pre- 
recorded cockpit announcements from the 
flight attendants can also be enabled through 
the in-cockpit options menu pop-up panel. 
Modifying a configuration file in the aircraft 


folder also allows various options, such as 
whether ground power should be automati- 
cally available, call-outs and system settings. 


Simplified Systems 

By default, the aircraft systems are simplified. 
Asan example, data entry into the flight man 
agement computer is much reduced, with 
weight and performance initialisation pages 
automatically populated and comes with an 
option to load a Flight Simulator flight plan 
Alternatively, for those who really would pre- 


fer to avoid Flight Management Computers 
(FMC), a flick of a switch utilises the default 
Microsoft GPS as the navigation source, The 
‘overhead systems are similarly reduced in 
complexity. Where that is not enough, a fur- 
ther mode is available via the options menu to 
simplify systems even further. This ‘Lite’ mode 
option even goes so far as to introduce a start/ 
stop button on the overhead panel, which will 
automatically prepare the aircraft and engines 
for flight or for shutdown with a single but- 
ton press, With all the simplification options 
utilised, the 757 can be flown much like a 
default Microsoft aircraft with easy to start 
engines, following the GPS flight plan. The 
flight dynamics have been carefully calibrated 
for easy flying and this aircraft is actually much 
more forgiving than the real 757, while still 
providing an enjoyable experience, If you 
prefer to fly from the 2D cockpit, the devel- 
‘opers have also thoughtfully included two 
aspect ratio versions, with one for widescreen 
Monitors, again ensuring that this is an aircraft 
for all tastes. 


An Audible Tour De Force 

One of the most enjoyable experiences of the 
simulation is the sound. The engine noises 
were recorded from access to both Pratt & 
Whitney and Rolls-Royce engines through: 
out their entire thrust cycle. The net result is 
incredibly impressive, with deep immersive 
sounds that accurately recreate every distinc- 
tive whine of each engine type, a tour de force 
in sound design. 

If you are a purist who insists on deep func: 
tionality of every switch and gauge, you may 
be disappointed. However, if you are looking 
for an aircraft that is incredibly fun to fly and is 
packed with options to make your life easier, 
while perhaps working towards mastering 
the complexity of airliner systems, then the 
Flight 1/Quality Wings Boeing 757 is possibly 
the aircraft for you. Jane-Rachel Whittaker 


The detailed virtual 
cockpit captures the 
essence of the 757. 


The overhead panel has : 
been heavily simplified 
in its use, ensuring that. : 
the 757 is accessible 
to all experience levels 
within the simming 
community. 


An intermediate level simulation, thought 


to make the Boeing 757 as a 


ible to simmer 
imply want to jump in the 


System Requirements: F520 
| TZB RAM 


Recommended: 


М; ard; Window 


di 


ible a 


ho are put off by complexity 


nd fly with the min 


(64 bit); 16b hard 


The latest 
commercial 
aircraft 
deliveries from 
manufacturers 
and lessors. 


The first Airbus A321 
for Gulf Air, D-AZAL/ 
А9С-СА (c/n 5025), 
started test flying from 
Hamburg/Finkenwerder 
in early February prior 
toits delivery. 

(Gerd Beifuss/ 
AllinersGallerycom) 


BLUESKY AIRWAYS 
AMMX 8737247 22520 
ABU DHABI AVIATION [AXU] 


ThisnewEmbraer 190 "6 06 09818315 604 


Lineage 1000, PT-TLS/ 
A6-AJJ (c/n 19000278), 
passed through Tenerife 
South in February on 
delivery to Al Jaber 
Aviation of the UAE. 
(Christian A Amado) 


MR ARABIA [G9/ABY] 
МАНН A320214 4958. 
EMIRATES AIRLINE [EX/UAEI. 
AGEDS A380861 083 
AGEDT A380-86) 090 
AEG) B777-31HER 38889 
AGEGK B777-31HER 41071 
МЕЙ B777-31HER 41072 
ETIHAD AIRWAYS [EU/ETOI 
Кж A320232 4934 
FLYDUBAI IFZ/FDB SKYDUBAT] 
AGFOW B77-KN 40250 


RUS AVIATION [R6/RLB) 
М-Ы  A300B4-605R(F) 626 
NTO82A A300B4-605R(F) 643 


GULF HELICOPTERS 
AT-GHL Agusta AW139 31381 


AT-AHQ A320232 4930 
MR CHINA (АСА) 
3208  8777-39LER. 
8-2950 8737230 


38668 
mnn 


8685 A321232 496 
8688 A320214 4963 


FWHUH ACI320-232 4388 
B6900 A320214 — 2694 
8658 A020 1267 


8655 №3043 1291 
8682 A320214 481 


8-2080 ВВ — 324 
358! 8737718 — 3894 
86137 A380-841 0% 
8686 A20232 4836 
B6827 A320232 4982 
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'ex25-5HL dd 09.1211, 
{sd fr Star Air Cargo 


being cnvrtd to Maritime Patrol 


aircraft for UAE Air Force 
ex D-AXAX, dd 14.12.11 


ex WS, dd 16.12.11 
ex F-WWSE, dd 02.12.11 
dd 08.12.17 
dd 1512.11 
4429.12.11 


КЕМЕР dd 20.12.11 


616121, 

7000th Boeing 737 built 
named Sami 

п AGIM, ferried Dresden — 
Sharjah, named Darina” 


ann 


QATAR AIRWAYS [OR/QTR ATARI T 


ex WWBI dd 21.12.11 


annn 

t China Science & Technology 
Research Institute 05.12.11 
ex D-AZAD, dd 06.12.11 

ex F-WWOP, dd 22.12.11 


"BEING CAPITAL AIRLINES [CBJ CAPITALIET 


тк 


‘CHENGDU AIRLINES (EU/EUA UNITED EAGLE’ 


ex D-ABDG dd 29.12.11 


CHINA EASTERN AIRLINES [MU/CES] 


ex F-WWRH, dd 05.12.11 
ex FAWYB 
ex B-5121, dd 21.1211 


CHINA SOUTHERN AIRLINES ICLICSN] 


dd 20.12.11 
1121 

ex F-WWAM, dd 16.12.11 
ex B-S13L, dd 2.12.11 
ex D-AVWO, dd 29.12.11, 
Isd fr ALC 


CHINA SOUTHERN AIRLINES ZHUHAI HELICOPTERS 


87116 УФА —— 920147 ex N2208U, reg 07.11.11 

87118 S.76C++ 760819 ex NBT9S, reg 27.12.11 

 CHONGOING AIRLINES 

86576 20232 394) ex F-WWOS 

DALIAN AIRLINES. 

3553 B7378% 40026 3576 

HAINAN AIRLINES [HU/CHH) 

8563 B737-84P 38148 dd 15.12.11 

86539 №3043 1255 ex FWWYM, dd 19.12.11, 
isd fr Hong Kong Airlines 

B6837 A320232 4825 eXBSTIL dd 13.12.11, 
‘sd to Tianjin Airlines 

HEIBEI AIRLINES 

B3187 EI-I0AR 0497 0201211 

8.3188 НАЯ 0502 dd 20.12.11 

B5202 8037-75 3404 

85015 B737-75C 34025 

KUNMING AIRLINES 

8506 8737-78K 30742 

SPRING AIRLINES [9S/CQH AIR SPRING’) 

86852 №2024 4809 exB510, 0023.12.71 

TIANJIN AIRLINES [GS/GCR CHINA DRAGON I 

B6837 A320232 4825 ехВ-5111, dd 13.12.11 

(CATHAY PACIFIC AIRWAYS ICUCPAT 

BAF B747-867F 39243 dd 12.12.11 

CHINA AIRLINES [CI/CAL DYNASTY 

818356 A330302 1272 eXEWWYD dd 14.12.11, 
‘sd fr GAP 

8018705 8747-409F 30762 ex N7OSCL 


VA MIR ВАЛУ 

8.16108 MOTIF — 48778 яме 12.11 & tsd back 

116100 МЕ 48779 25810108 

БӨЗ A330302 1274 exF-WWE dd 15.1211, 
‘sd CT 

 NIRCHNADA[ACIACHI 

CH) А-П? 1630 ferried Marana = Montreal 
1201.12 after storage 

сони An9-n2 1805 asCHU 


‘AIR CREEBECLYN/CRO CREE 
CEUD Dash8-102 1% 


 AIRSPRAY (1967) LTD 

CGOZ [МА 1053 ex N343HA, bf Rockland 
Aerospace, eg 20.01.12 

 AIRTRANSATITSITSCI 


сз №3028 271 
CGPS A302 480 


618. №3028 407 
BEARSKIN AIRLINES [5V/BLS} 
CGNO 5227-45 — DCBAGB ex VH-KEU 
CHC GLOBAL OPERATIONS [HMB] 
CGNUA 5.924 920153 ex N153SF, req 20.1 
FIRST AIR CARI. 
ОСМО 8737-5А — 23790 ex N790CC, rr CGNDF 17.01.12 
GREAT SLAVE HELICOPTERS 
CGMVN Bell 412EP 36253 ex XA-AAB, bf Eagle 
Copters 26.01.12 
 HELUET INTERNATIONAL ВИВАТ 
CGNYO $-76C+ 760499 exN7GLO regii 20.12.11 
LABRADOR AIRWAYS [WLAL'LAB AIR) 
COZ 066300 S49 — exNOIUT, dd 11,01,12, 
dsd fr Ashe Aircraft 


ferried to Montreal 11-12.12.11 
after Нар lease to Garuda 
ferried to Toronto 09-10.12.11 
after Hajj lease to Garuda 

ex OIMB, dd 20.12.11, bd fr OT 


n 


НАНА AIR SERVICE [T2] 
CONAL PCIZATE 1309 
SSKYSERVICE BUSINESS AVIATION 
СВУ Dash 8315574 
STRAIT AIR (2000) LTO 
СЕ РАЗІ 31-12065 regt 1301.12 
SSUNWING AIRLINES [KO/SWG] 
GFDIF 83745 25138  exNI7868, dd 18.12.11, 
sub-sd fr Thomson. 


АЗОН reg 19.72.11 
ex ECLFU, reg 2001.12 


WESTJET [WS/WJA] 

САМ B737-8CT 37962 dd 13.12.11, isd fr BOC 

WESTWIND AVIATION ЕН 

СОМА BI9QD UE-368 пб 

AEROLINEA PRINCIPAL CHILE SP/PCPI 

ECLEQ А330:43Х 1097 ex F-WWKL, dd 0601,12, 
Sub-sd fr Orbest Orizona 

LAN AIRLINES ПАЛАН! 

(СВАИ A202» 472 

‘SRY AIRLINE (H2/SKU AEROSKY 

ЭНА AS20214 242 


ex D-AVVG, dd 21.12.11 


РММ, 6402.01.12, 
bsd fr Air Malta 

AIR ARABIA MAROC [30/MAC) 
NAME A320214 2166 was not ret to Air Arabia 
07.11.11 after lease 

ROYAL AIR MAROC AT/RAM) 

САЖІ B737-86N 36891 dd 07.12.11, sd fr GECAS 
EUROATLANTIC AIRWAYS [YU/MMZ] 

CS-IFS B767-3YOER 25411 ferried to Lisbon 10.12.11 after 
Haji lease to NAS Air 


WHITE AIRWAYS [WUWHT WHITEIET 

CSIKI A310304 448 ret fr Ar Niugini 

AIR BERLIN [AB/BER] 

DABMD 8737-86) 37761 dd 30.12.11 

DABFY A320214 4964 ex D-AXAZ, dd 21.12.11 
D-ABKC 8737-86) 37741 ex YR-BGR, ret fr Tarom 
EAT LEIPZIG (QY/BCS TUROTRANS T 

N2621 АЗ0ОВА-6228 621 — crvrtd to A300B4-622R(F) by 


EADS Dresden 11.11, rr D-AEAG, 

d ex-Oresden 08.12.11, ferried 

to Shannon for painting 
LUFTHANSA АЛИН) 
0-АЮН A321231 4976 
LUFTHANSA CITYLINE [LH/CLH] 
D-AEBK £190-200LR 0500 
D-AECH £190-100LR 03% 
TUIFLY DG/TUUT 
DAMEL 8737-845 


x D-AZN, dd 27.12.11 


30883 sold by GOAL to Oak НИ Capital 
Partners 12.11, tl sd to TUI 


ТААС ANGOLA AIRLINES IDT/DTA] 


ОТК В737-НВС. 35955 ex D2-EVZ 

‘AIR NOSTRUM [YW/ANE NOSTRU AIR’) 

ЕСАОХ лю — 19020 08081211 

САРО (АЛ 19001 ехС-620М dd 13.12.11 

‘AIR PULLMANTUR [EB/PLNT 

ECKOC B747-412 26549 ferried to Madrid 19.12.11 
after Haj lease to Garuda. 

кюн B747-412 25073 ferried to Madrid 13.12.11 
after Haj lease to Garuda. 

VOLOTEA 

КҮМ  B7I7-2BL 55185  exN923ME, sd fr Boeing, 
ferried Victorville ~ Palma. 

RYANAIR [FR/RYR] 

EHESR B737-8AS 34995 ex N759BA, dd 15.12.11 

А55 №3745 35043 ex N76OBA, dd 16.12.11 

ШЕТ 8737-85 34994 ex N761BA, dd 20.12.11 

ВАЗУ B737-BAS 34993 ex N762BA, dd 20.12.11 

EESW 8737-85 34997 ех М17958, dd 06.12.11 

АБК 8737-85 34998 98061211 

EY 873785 3499 000212! 

ББТ 8737-85 34996 0002121! 

ARMAVIA LUB/RNVI] 

ВЗР? В737-555 28472 ex OK-OGL, dd 27.12.11, 


sd fr CSA 
ТАВАН AIR LINES [HH/TBM] 


EP-MDE 06-982 49523. ex 4L-YAB, dd 12.11, 
Бана Air Tours 

ESTONIAN AIR (OWELLI 

ESAD СЮ 15276 «сек dd 13.12.11 

ETHIOPIAN NIRUNES [E/ETHI 

EALO 8767-3604 33768 repainted into Sar Alliance 
colours 

AIR BISHKEK 

4.32001 A320-212 0445 ex N187AT, dd 11.11, 
subs fr Krygz Airways 

4.32002 АЗ20-231 0386 — exEY-621, dd 10.11, 
subs fr kyrgyzstan Airlines 

AVIA TRAFFIC COMPANY [Z7/AVJ ATOMIC] 

EX-37005 8737330 24681 exNSSANS 

AIR RAROTONGA 

ESTAI Emb-110P1_ 110447 ex VH-MWF, dd 13.12.11 


XLAIRWAYS FRANCE SE/XLFSTARWAY') 
CGISN A330-243 360 ex HB-QZ, dd 16.12.11, 
wet sub-lsd fr Air Transat 


(УЮН А330:343Х 833 ev ECKCR dd 16.12.11, 

Sub-sd fr Orbest 

BOND OFFSHORE HELICOPTERS 

GPUMR КОЯР 2818 reg 04.01.12 

BRISTOW HELICOPTERS [BHL] 

65 59А 920054 ex C-GKNR, regt 0301.12, 

lsd fr Cougar Helicopters 

BRITISH AIRWAYS [BQ/BQW "SPEEDBIRDT 

G-STBE B777-36NER 38696 dd 09.12.11, sd fr GECAS 

CHCSCOTIA 

GJSKN КР 2802  regd04.0).12 

ЕТОМ [LS/EXS CHANNEXT 

GGDFF B737-85P 28585 ex ECHR dd 22.1211, 

lsd fr toch 

GLOBAL SUPPLY SYSTEMS (GSS JET LIFT 

G-GSSE B747.87UF 37568 (N85IGT ntu), dd 05.12.11, 
isd fr Atlas Air 

э7569 (N852GT ntu), dd 15.12.11, 
(sd fr Atlas Аг 

THOMAS COOK AIRLINES [MT/TCX] 

GOMYT A302 301 


GGSSF B747-87UF 


ferried to Manchester 
11.12.12. after Hajj lease 
to Garuda 

THOMSON AIRWAYS [BY/TOM] 

GFDL BISHBKS 37262 4421.12.11, sd frTUI 
EASYJET SWITZERLAND [DS/EZS TOPSWISS') 


НВ-ЛА A320-214 — 4050 — ex G-EZTW, Id fr RBS 
PRIVATAIR PTH 
НЫК 8737306 27420 exPH-BTO 


SSKYWORK AIRLINES (SK/SRK SKYFOYT 

HB-AEV 0032810) 3056 — ex HIRT) dd 28.12.11 
‘SWISS INTERNATIONAL AIR LINES [LXSWR] 

НОМ A321-212 45M — named Biel/Bienne 
WBJML AMQ3IX 263 — named Suns 
HB-JMN A340-313X 175 — named Altdorf 
AVIANCA - AEROVÍAS NACIONALES DE COLOMBIA LAV/AVA] 


NESM A330243 1279 to be st Avolon on dely 
lsd back 
NIIN A320-214 4939 ex F-WWBN, dd 19.12.11 
HAPPYAIR 
HS-HPA 4263408 255 lsd fr Alandia Ar (was sold by 
Lambert Leasing to Alandia Air) 


NOK MINI (SIAM GENERAL AVIATION) 


MS-GBC Sab 3408 422 soldby Lambert Leasing to 
AeroCentury 12.11, 
stl sd to Nok Mini 

№500 Saab 3408 423 — as HS-GBC 

HSGBE Saab 3408 426 — ex NA26XI, dd 12.10.11, 
lsd fr lambert Leasing 

THALAIRASIA[FO/AIQ THAI ASIA") 


HS-ABV A320216 4979 — ex D-AWM, dd 23.12.11, 

hd fr AirAsia 

THAI AIRWAYS INTERNATIONAL [TG/THA] 

HSTBA А330343Е 1263 ferried Frankfurt - Bangkok 
20.12.11 after seat installation 

HSTBB АЗОЗАЕ 1269 ех F-WWKV, dd 07.12.11 & 

ferried to Frankfurt for seat 

installation ferried Frankfurt — 

Bangkok 20.12.11 after seat 

installation, named 'Phrae' 


SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES [SW/SVA] 
ex D-AXAW, dd 13.12.11 
exD-AZAG, dd 23.1211 


HLASE A320214 4955 
HLASO АЗ21-211 4962 
AIR DOLOMITI [EN/DLA] 


D-AEMG EI90-00( 0404 


AIR VALLÉE [DO/RVL] 
YRHBE 0698 43% 
ALITALIA АША 
БОР A330202 339 
ШЫЛ A330232 1283 
ЕАС  EI90-1008 0503 


exPETYX, dd 12.11, 
sub-isd fr Augsburg Airways 


ex EC-GNY, dd 21.12.11, 
isd fr Medallion Air 


named Gan Lorenzo Berm’ 
named Piero della Francesca 
4416.12.11 lsd fr ALC, named 
“Parco Nazionale Arcipelago 
Toscano! 


‘SMALL PLANET AIRLINES [LLC‘LIMALIMACHARLIE 


WAK 8737322 — 24664 
AIR VIA [VL/VIM VIA AIRWAYS 
AMDA A320232 273) 
‘BH AIR [BGH "BALKAN HOLIDAYS 


12:88 A320212 02% 
AMERICAN AIRLINES [AA/AALI 
NB77NN 8737-883 31131 
NB7ONN 6737-883 — 3033 
NESONN 8737-823 — 40769 
NBSINN 8737-83 31135 


ЮЗМАА B767-323ER 22325 


BRISTOWS US LLC [BTG] 
N9286 59А 920021 
№3286 592А 920155 


ex 5Р-НАА, dd 1211 
ret fr Aegean T 
Eu We welcome any 
feedback on 
stAerCapondely &sdback іс listin: 
SM 9. 
4407.12.11 
413.1211 isting is alpha- 
риф off lease 23.11.11 Bion with pad 
"ту to the registration of 
= a 
ал the country of origin.) 


ANA ALL NIPPON AIRWAYS INH/ANA] 

JASOSA 8787-88) 34514 00301211 
HOKKAIDO INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES [HD/ADO ‘AIR 007 
JA3OOK B737-54K 27434 purch off lease 22.11.11 


JABSOA B737-54K 27432 purch off lease from BBAM 

JABS9S B737-54K 28461 25148504 

JAPAN AIRLINES ОША 

14659] B767-346ER 40371 dd 14.12.11 

PEACH AVIATION [APJ ‘AIR PEACH T 

МЮ А3024 4936 — ex F-WWBU, dd 15.1211, 
hd fr GECAS 

MONGOLIAN AIRLINES 

108881  FoerSO 20183 named Hunn’ 

10-8882 FokkerSO — 20184 ex LN-RNG, dd 03.12.11, 


sd fr NAC, named Kida 
NORWEGIAN AIR SHUTTLE [DY/NAX NORSHUTTLE 
UN'S B737-8)P 39007 lsd fr Aviation Capital td 
INOW В737-8ЈР. 39010 dd 19.12.11, lsd fr DY3 Leasing, 
tail logo horbjam Egner = 
Norwegian author” 
WIDERØES FLYVESELSKAP [WF/WIF] 
LNWOL Dash 8-0402 4392 ex C-GLKA, dd 22.12.11, 


CAPITAL CARGO INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES (CCI ‘CAPPY'1 


lsd fr SAS 
AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS [AR/ARG] 
№0 A40313 123 ex B-HXM, dd 19:12.11 
IVE АМОЗЗХ 126 ex BHXN, dd 08.01.12 
W-GX AMOK 373 ex F-GNIH, dd 22.12.11 
W-CIC 8737-86) 30570 ex NS7OMQ dd 22.12.11, 
Id fr Macquarie 


ANDES LÍNEAS AÉREAS [OV/ANS AEROANDES T 
ЕСЈОМ 3024 — 2407 «РММ dd 29.12.11, 


КИ Vueling 
1320-214 466) ex WIL dd 28.12.11, 


subst fr Vueling 
LAN ARGENTINA [4M/0SM ‘AERO DOSMIL') 
10.005 A320233 15% ex €C-CO1, 4417.12.11, 


кш 


Isd fr LAN Airlines 
WEST AIR LUXEMBOURG 
LXWAE BAe ATP(F) 2037 exSE-MAP 
UXWAK BAeATP(F) 2061 ex SELNX 


AVION EXPRESS [NVD] 


ҮҮН A320212 — 0299 — ex PH-AAZ, dd 15.12.11 

№ №2012 0419 ex NA19AG, dd 20.12.11, 
DOTLTIRG/DNU] 

PHIU FokkersO — 20232 dd 08.12.11, Is fr Denim Air 


MQBSC 872-2AN(F) 21601 st Cargo Aircraft Management 
30.11.11 by banks, still Isd to 
Capital Cargo 
N287SC B727-2A1(F) 21345 as N2B6SC 
NS3IUA 8757-2200) 25042 dd 16.12.11, lsd fr Cargo 
Aircraft Management 
NTI3AA B727:223(F) 22469 аз NBC 
DELTA AIR LINES [DL/DAL] 
МЕЛОМ 8757232 24972 purch off lease 14.1211 
N6620N 8757-232 24991 as N6610N 
МЕЗОН 8757232 24992 purc off lease 19.12.11 
МОМ 8757-232 25010 asNGSION 
N667DN B757-232 25035 purch off lease 15.12.11 
NG6BON 8757-232 25141 ferried Marana = San Antonio 
03.01.12 for rts after storage 
Мён B757:232 25142 as NG67ON 
N9660L MD-88 93115 purch off lease 13.12.11 
МЛ) MOBB 58116 purchofflease 15,12.11 
N971DL MD-88 53214 as N966DL 
N9780L М0-88 53259 as N966DL 
NOSSDN MD-3030 53529 ferried Marana = Atlanta 
nun 
һин MD-3030 — 53532 ferried Marana — Atlanta 
081211 
ОН №0030 — 53533 ferried Marana – Atlanta 
02 
ERA HELICOPTERS 
N04CB Agusta AW139 41277 regd 20.12.11 
ERICKSON AIR CRANE 
NIAC S-64E 64052 exCGURY 
EVERGREEN HELICOPTERS [7E] 
NIOSEV 819000 UE-64 ех NT9008, dd 15.12.11 
EVERGREEN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES [EZ/EIA) 
MOMS 8747-446 25308 exJNB086, bf AeSale 15.12.11, 
for conversion to 8747 AAGBCE 
by TAECO 
FEDEX EXPRESS [FM/FDX EXPRESS’) 
NSSIFD 8757-16 28665  cnvrtdto B757-236(F)by SASCO, 
dd e Singapore 05.12.11 
N952FD 8757-236 28666 ferried Victorville – Singapore. 
for freighter conversion 
N996FD 8757-208 — 26270  cnwrtdto B757-208(F) 12.11 
АВЕО 8757-20 24747 ex EGC 
FRONTIER AIRLINES ТРУП 
MG A320214 1615 ex F-WWOR, dd 19.12.11, 
asd fr GECAS, to be rr N218FR 
GULF & CARIBBEAN CARGO (IF) 
т Air Europa of Spain. 
NIISWE В727-252 22936 ex N21SFE, dd 30.11.11, 
МИЕ B727-252F 22937 ex N216FE, dd 30.11.11, has taken delivery of 
(both Isd fr International this ex-Cyprus Airways. 
Trading (oof Yukon [Kelownal) Airbus A330-243, 
JETOLUEAIRWAYS [86/1BU) 58-08$ (c/n 505), which 
13708 £190-100AR 0473 named Tm With Blue was repainted in Dublin, 
№3468 E190-100AR 0504 — dd2401,12 Ireland before moving 


NATIONAL AIR CARGO [NA/NCR NATIONAL CARGO'T 

NOSQCA 8747-4288} 25238 exTF-NAC, ret fr Alr Atlanta 
PHI 

NIAGPH Agusta AWI39 41280 regd 22.12.11 
REPUBLIC AIRLINE [RPA ‘BRICKYARD'] 

NIZGHQ E190-100AR 0461 іп frontier colours with 


goats head tail 
NI77HQ £190-100AR 0481 in Frontier colours with 


mountain lion kitten tall 


to Manchester, UK. (Nik 


French) 


The latest acquisition 
for Equatorial Congo 
Airlines (operated by 
Privatair) is this Boeing 
737-306, НВ-ЈС (c/n 
27420, ex PH-BTD), 
Which was pictured. 

at Budapest Airport, 
Hungary in February. 
(Tamas Мапепу) 
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Thomson Airways 
Boeing 737-8KSWL, 
СТАМ (c/n 37242), 
arrived on delivery from 
Boeing to Manchester, 
UK on February 7. 


(Nik French) 


The latest acquisition SHUTTLEAMERICISSITCMERCURY 
for UK low-cost carrier — N823MD Е170-10050 0044 іп Delta Connection colours. 
Jet2isthisex-Norwe- — NE24MD (170-1005) 0045 as М823М0 

gian Boeing 737-360, SIIVERAIRWAYS 

G-GDFG (c/n 28658, MIX Saab 3408 437 — ex SE-BA7, dd 16.1211, 
‘ex-LN-KKQ), which puech fr Lambert Leasing 

was awaiting delivery — SKYWISTARUNESIOU/SWI 

from Southend, UK in M496CA — CRJ200 7791 Hrs colours, op for US. 

(Dave Potter) vas bons 
February. (Dave Porter) sagen (ug 7793 as NABGCA 
Né01QK САЈ700 10011 in Delta Connection colours 
МИЎИ CR 7510 repainted into US Airways 
Express colours 

кю CRO 7511 asNONGSW 
N944SW (8200 7764 — as N9065W. 
i SOUTHERN AIR [95/500]. 

: MAG9AC  8747-4F6(F) 27602 ex 2K-SUJ, dd 21.12.11 
3 ‘SOUTHWEST AIRLINES [WN/SWA] 
i КИМ E324 36679 dd 19.1211 
H N969WN B737-7H4 41777 6421121 

i SPIRIT AIRLINES [NK/NKS^SPIRIT WING 

i Mé09NK 1320232. 4951 — exFWWDI, dd 22.12.11 

H SUN COUNTRY AIRLINES [SY/SCK] 

: PHH B7378K2 28380 dd 21.12.11, sub-a frTansava 
H SWIFT AIR [Q7/SWOQ 5 WIFTFLIGHT'] 

3 N7370X 8737-08 24804 sbTransjet 3 LLC to 

Intemational Trading Co of 


Von #1211, INDONESIA AIRASIA [Q2/AWO] TRIP LINHAS AEREAS [TATIB 
sil isd to Swift Air КЕТИЛЕТ PPPO EI-QUR 093 4415.12.11 
airways КАП 1320-216 2885 ex9M-AHK, dd 12.11, РРА Е190-1008 0495 0411.1, bd fr ALC 
Fought rom TET YcEEC Wm mn] (both lsd fr isa) РУЛ ОЛО 0506 dd 16.2211 sfr ALC 
КЕНШ US AIRWAYS TUS WE ТЫЎ! LION AIR ITAUNLION INTER WeBJETIWH/WEB] 
canceled MSN ARCET ANG ОИ PKUM B737-9GPER 37288 00021211 PRGN чин 34280 dd 14.12.11, lsd fr GOL 
per NSSIUW A321-233 440 ex D-AZAB, dd 07.12.11 Ми PIII 3000 йил! AEROFLOT RUSSIAN AIRLINES {SU/AFL] 
3 И ноли A321231 4957 exD-AZAE d0 12.12.11 PACIFIC ROYALE AIRWAYS VOBOL АЗЗ0-343Е ПО ex F-WWYG, 4412.12.11, 
1 нь NSS3UW A321231 4960 ex D-AZAF dd 15.12.11 PK Пиз 20313 Н named N Burdenko’ 
iei NSSAUW A21233 — 4966 eX D-AVZB, dd 30.12.11 PK. foe — 208 as TAKS NORDSTAR УТУ 
destroyed by fire VIRGIN AMERICA [VX/VRD REOWOOD') E МЗ EDT NET VO-BPM 6737-8AS 39812 ex E-DCS, 
damaged beyond NBAIVA 320-214 4655 named'nerdbirf okker SO 20333 as ET-AKU lsd fr Ryanair? 
repair NOMA 1320-24 4851 named ol plane Я DBS ETN cesiniateoy.12._NORDWTIND AIRLINES НАЛНИ) 
delivery date NASVA A320-214 — 4867 пате stay hungry, stayfoolish [han drei ipie uel VO-BOE A321-211 1219 — ex M-ABED, dd 20.12.11, 
previous ego МАМА A320214 АВ ex F-WWDH, dd 211211, "л LT Rua Is fr MAP 
fist Might ‘sdf RBS - ROSSIYA AIRLINES [FVSOMI 
ЖОЛ 4959 ex WWD), d 22.12.11, РЕФ foluers 2071 РНК т ит 
Uren gt Bfr Jackson Square FRI Мин 007 e PHDR tentus rot iuc 
~ 1 ker a — 
H ш €— Á— — юлын; РЕН FokkersO 20255 ex PH-KXS, dd 13.01.12, pee 2-8 ~ 
sen TNT AIRWAYS [3V/TAY QUALITY E ч —— UH) چ‎ es 
jS rem бы? БИО 2920 pK aman, MOO r ЖОС Rasen aso 
lep operated X OK 8737-19 27336 named Кери 
Mine ie. Euro onm eas NOR PK 6737308 2093 tame Nes Ба Stecher Lud 
permanently TRANSNUSA MANDIRI NOUN 8777-222 26918 rr ELUNY, ferried Rome RME = 


withdrawn from NR GREENLAND (GUGRLI Moscow 22.12.11 


PRINC Fokker SO 2020 ex D2-ESR, dd 15,1211 
m OY-GRK 0348-20? 498 — ex C-GLUZ, rei 24.01.12 PRINS Мый X o PRONN Мон 8747-46 27648 rr EXU, ferried Melbourne - 


SEEPS aE ESSERE #8 


registered JETTIME UTGI И Moscow 19.12.11 
ми OKJIM 8737-3Ү000 24255 ex 00-70, 0423.121, {sd fr Pembroke Echange Lid 
cop m lsd fr GECAS M REIS ONENAREN, Юн B747-446 27646 ferried San Antonio = 
turned to THOMAS COOK AIRLINES SCANDINAVIA [DK/VKG'VIKING'] — La м Melbourne 18.11.11 
тенеке GMUL A3028 — 294 — ex FANWKT dd 12.12.11, ‘URAL AIRLINES [U6/SVR "SVERDLOVSK AI] 
Tetum to servit sd fr Thomas Cook UK PPPSA Emb-120ER 120302 VO-BOF АЗ21-211 0775 — exE-EPM, lsd НИК 
Eu. LM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES КОКЕМ үнүш ҮЛМЕ AVIATION [UTAUTA TIUMAVT T 
ае БШ Е ERAN TAN kida PRAU йым Фо виран аа, VO-BFF B737-8AS 32778 exVO-BBR 
eds PH-BGU 8737-72 — 39057 as PH-BGT ME, VO-BU B737-524 28899 exN19638, dd 16.12.11 
چ‎ PH-BGX B737-7K2 38635 asPH-BGT AZUL LINHAS AÉREAS BRASILEIRAS [AD/AZU] VO-BLN АТА-72-212 981 ex F-WWEB, dd 15.12.11 
to be advised DUTCH ANTILLES EXPRESS PRATE ATR-72600 972 ex F-WWLW, dd 08.12.11, VO-BMA ATR-72-212A 983 — exF-WWED, dd 20.12.11 
Ani MIMMM MOSS $3100 М M 10.12.1, lsd fr ALC, named Azul Zulu VO-BMB ATR-72-212A 984 ex FIWWEE, dd 26.12.11 
withdrawn from [rod Uniform ma VAMAL AIRLINES [YC/LLM] 
PES —— z PRAXA E190-200AR 0491 dd22.121), named Azul Safi py 8737-508 28052 кВА, dd 13.12.11 
eben of PRAXB  EI90.00AR 0498 dd 22.12.11, sd fr Orinoco xD. 
белу PKERI BAe146-200 E227 ex G-BVMS, dd 22.12.11, Funding, named Céu Azul D Жа. ооо отл. 
lsd fr Trident Aviation de Brasilia’ унты 

GARUDA INDONESIA (САМСА) PRAYV EI90-200AR 0445 st CIT 12.11 & lsd back EE QUI ооа ада 

PKGFS  8737-86N 36830 dd 09.12.11, lsd fr GECAS PRAYW Е190-200А 0458 — as PR-AYV, named ‘Vento Azul" = — i 

РКТ  B737-86N 38032 dd 16.12.11, lsd fr GECAS PRAY E190-200AR 0494 dd 12.11 CEAUPACIFICHIRLSUCEPL 

PEGLA 9320-233 1625 exHA-LPB, dd 10.12.1, ТАМ LINHAS AÉREAS ТАМ RP-C3267 A320-214 4927 ex F-WWBH, dd 08.12.11 

LA ‘sd fr AerCap, РАМУН 320-214 — 4953 — ex D-AXAU, dd 12.12.11 шаани 
‘op by Garuda Gtiink PRAYO 32024 4974 ex DAWK. 4419.12.11 RP-CB63 5302 974 exVH-0TP dd 12.12.11 


PKGMS 8737-803 38071 94061211 
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‘AIR SWEDEN [НХ ‘SNOWFLAKE 


SERM A320212 0289 ferried Stockholm = Istanbul 
19.12.11 after storage 
MIAPOLAFLYGIAPFI 
ЗЕМ FokkerSO 20252 ex PH-KXM, dd 23.12.11, 
"sd fr Largus Aviation 
SAS SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES [SI/SASI 
ОНИ 0-982 — 49382 tobe wis 18.05.13 
IRE 06982 49383 tobe wis 07.11.12 
ИМЕ 06982 — 5302 tobe wis 31.08.13 
LNAMM 06982 — 53005 tobe wfs 03.12.13 
LNRM 06982 52001 tobe wis 16.08.13 
LN-RPA 8737683 28090 st Summit SAL Two Ltd (Summit 
Leasing) 1212.11 & sd back 
ЦРУ 8737-683 — 28289 st Summit SAL One Ltd (Summit 
Leasing) 09.12.11 & sd back 
OVKGT 06-982 — 49390 tobe wis 10.07.13 
OY-KHM DC982 49914 tobe ws 10.12.12 
OY-KHN 06982 — 5300 tobe wfs 04.10.13 
SEDL 0C-982 49913 tobe ls 21.10.12 
SEON 0C-982 49999 tobe wfs 30.04.13 
SEDP 0098 53010 tobe wfs 07.06.13 
SEDU 098 53011 ret fr Skyways Express 
WEST AIR SWEDEN [PT/SWN AIR SWEDEN" 
SERIF CRI200 7142 awrtd to Canadair RI200(F) 
in Ljubljana 11.11 
SPRINTAIR SRN} 
SPAPC Saab340A 00 exSEKCT 
EGYPTAIR[MS/MSR] 
SUG АЗЗОЗАЗЕ 1246 — ex FWWKY, dd 21.12.11 


 RAISHAHI AIR 
S2- A340311 002 ex M-YRGU, dd 16.12.11 
UNITED AIRWAYS HU/UBD UNITED BANGLADESH” 


ЗАРИ A310325 674 ex F-HBOS, dd 23.12.11, 
lsd fr Airbus 
BORAJET IB/BRJ) 
ТСЧАЕ ATR72:22A 982 ex F-WWEC, dd 23.12.11, 
named Erol 
PEGASUS AIRLINES [PC/PGT 'SUNTURK] 
ICAS ван 38174 6413.12.11, 
named Sevie NII D' 
TCASP 873788 40011 named Ipek 
ТСАМР 8737-82R 38175 0821.121, 


named Yagmur Aydin’ 
TAILWIND AIRLINES [TVTWI? 
ТСЛС 8737408 25112 
TURKISH AIRLINES [TK/THY 
см вузе 40976 
ТОМА B737-9F2ER 40973 


ret fr Okapi Aries 


dd 1612.11 

«МТК dd 2408.11, 
ferried to PATS Charlestown. 
same day for long range tank 
installation, dd ex-Charlestown. 
09.12.11, named ‘Amasya’ 


TCJYB — 8737-9F2ER 40974 ex N974TK, dd 31.08.11, 
ferried to PATS Charlestown 
same day for long range tank 
Installation, dd ex-Charlestown 
10.12.11, named ‘Dena? 

ICELANDAIR [FIICE 

TEFA — 8757-256 29310  purchoff lease 12.11 

TALK — 8757-256 29311 а5ТР-АА 

AÉREO RUTA MAYA [MMG 'RUTA MAYA] 

TGE DHC6-300 42 — ex TLAYQ. 

 NOUVELAIR TUNISIE [BJ/LBT] 


TSINH A320232 4603 e F-WWBH, dd 15.12.11 


SCAT AIR LOV/VSV VLASTA] 
UP-CIQ04 (420 


AEROSVITIVVJAEWI 
URAAM 8737-590. 


AIR AUSTRALIA [AGCI 


TEK 


1330-223, 


790 


26419 


358 


ex Y ARI, dd 07.12.11, 
isd АМгАМ Leasing 


x G-GFFD, dd 0401.12 


ex EIA dd 12.12.11, 
sub-sd fr Atlasjet 


ALLIANCE AIRLINES (OQ/ATY АШ 


VH-XWO Fokker 100 11280 
NETWORK AVIATION. 

VH-NHG Fokker 100 11514 
‘QANTAS AIRWAYS [OFQFAT 
VH-OQL A380-842 074 
VHVZT 8737-838 34186 
ҮНҮ 8737-838 34189 
VHVZW 6737-838 39359 
VIRGIN AUSTRALIA [OJ/VOZI 
VH-VOQ 8737-8FE 33798 
VHVUF 8737-8FE 34168 
VHYFE 8737-810 — 3944 
VHYFK 8737-8FE 41004 
VAVO 8737-8FE 38709 
VAVE B737-8FE 38708 
VHZPR EI90-TOOAR 0424 


dd ex-Woensdrecht 16.12.11 


Ex PH-ZFU, dd ex-Woensdrecht 
nan 


ex FAWWSL, dd 15.12.11 
named Kalgoorlie; correct name. 
dd 06.12.11, named Palm Cove" 
dd27.12.11, 

named Beaconfield' 


named Margaret River 
named Hobart Honey 
named Sunshine Beach’ 
412121, 

named long Beach’ 
401121, 

named Rainbow Beach’ 
44211211, 

named Fingal Beach’ 
named Dundee Beach’ 


LJETSTAR PACIFIC AIRLINES [BL/PIC) 
VNAO B737-4H6 
VN-A19) 737-496 
МЕПЕТА ТЫА 

Үн-д666 А320-214 


УН-А668 A320-214 


үндөө 1320-24 


лв 
27306 


n 
m 
4049 


VIETNAM AIRLINES [HW/HVN] 
WAY 4321-23) 
WAG АЗ21-231 


INDIGO (6E/1G0 I LY 


VIAM 
VIEN 


4320-232 
Am 


4945 
D 


4947 
4954 


JETUITELS2/L'UTEIET 
B737-96NER 35223 


УРАН 
ШТ 


B737-96NER 35225 


PINNACLE AIR 


УР. 


Ce 2088 


2308 


QUICKJET CARGO AIRLINES 
МТ. РОА АТА 72-20209) 313 


SPICEJET 56/60) 


VESGW. B737-9GJER 


37363 


VESUM 098-0402 4389 
AEROMEXICO CONNECT [SD/SLI) 
EI9O-100LR 0499 


ХААС 


MAGNICHARTERS [GMT] 


[ТЛ 


8737-322 


23952 


StKV Aviation 01,12 & isd back 
asVN-AI90 


ex 9K-EAA, dd 30.11.11 
hd fr Alafco 

ex ЖЕ, dd 12.11, 
ШҮ 

ex ЖЕ, dd 12:11, 
hd ҮЙ 


ex D-AZAC, dd 02.12.12 
ex D-AZAH, dd 29.12.11 


ex D-AXAR, dd 06.12.11 
ex D-AXAV, dd 06.12.11, 
to RBS & sd back 


ex M-ABEN, dd 19.1211, 
hd fr GECAS 
ex M-ABEO, dd 22.12.11, 
sd fr GECAS 
ex N6DI9U, regd 24.01.12 


ex HB-AFH, dd 19.12.11, 
isd fr Famer 


44 22.11.11, named Paprika’ 
ex ССК dd 05.12.11 


4406.12.11 


m N192AQ 08.12.11, 
anx back to XA- 19.12.11 


WOLARIS[¥4/VOH] 

NSOBVL A320-233 — 4950 exD-AXAS, dd 13.12.11, 
sd fr Jackson Square 

XAVOA 4319-133 2771 named'Andrea’ 

TONLESAP AIRLINES [TSP] 

OM-BEX 8737382 24365 ex E-DIK, dd 07.01.12, 
Sub-sd fr AirExplore 

XUSC 8757256 26251 _ exYL-BDB, dd 12.11, lsd frILFC 

'SMARTLYNX AIRLINES [61/ART] 

YCBRC АОИ 0142 ferried to Riga 12.12.11 on ret 
fr NASair after Hajj lease 

VACC A320211 0310 ferried to Riga 11.12.11 on ret 


fr NASair after Hajj lease 
TACA INTERNATIONAL (TATA 
МЕТА 320-233 4906 
МИТА A320-233 4944 


St GECAS & lsd back 

ex WB, dd 20.12.11, 
St GECAS & hd back 
AEROPOSTAL = ALAS DE VENEZUELA ТУНАМ 

N794KG М0-82 49794 rrYVSOST 

ASERCA AIRLINES [R7/OCA AROSCH T 


YV-A93T MO-2 49517 notedin service at Caracas 10.11 

Үү2749 MO-2 49258 ехМАБАА 

№ MDB? 49259 exN24BAA, noted at Caracas 
10,11 still as NZABAA 

ESTELAR 

ҮМӨТ B737-2E3 22703 ex HC-CFO, dd 10.11, 


{sd fr Aircraft Trading Enterprises 


AIR NEW ZEALAND [NZ/ANZ] 

ONS A320232 49% 

NIRWORK FLIGHT OPERATIONS [AWK] 

1кЛ0 827476 24842 МЮ 

TK 8737408) 24709 ех N7O9AG, dd 20.01.12, 
isd fr Aurora Leasing 

SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS ISA/SAA SPRINGBOK’) 

ISSU №028 1071 ex F-WWYX, dd 07.12.11, 


sc fr Aicastie 

VISTA GEORGIA 

ALAB 8737-56 27354  exM95MS, dd 27.12.11, 
sd fr GECAS 

SERVICES AIR 

SAHI AMO30NP) 413 «УЧИ 


BLUEBIRD AVIATION [BBZ COBRA’ 
SY.WU Dash 8:0402{F) 4008 — ex SELSM, dd 31.12.11 


IBAR 

sY- (е 2088 2318 ex N60207, dd 29.11.11 

SENEGAL AIRLINES 

OVCU АТА 42-500 497 ex MO-AL dd 10.11, 
‘sd fr Cimber Stering 

REDJET [REJ] 

BP-KEV М0-83 49344 ex NS62AA, dd 07.12.11, 
‘named ‘nikitastic’ 

MEGA GLOBAL AIR 

ЗОН 876730088 26006 ex C-GHPF, dd 1901.12, 
asd fr GECAS 

AIRASIA [AK/AXM ‘ASIAN EXPRESS’) 

HS-ABV А320-216 4979 exD-AWM, dd 23.12.11, 
sd to Thai AirAsia 

9M-MQF АЗ20-216 4582 ехРК-АХО, ret fr 
Indonesia AirAsia 

9M-AQ6 532026 4477 ехРК-АХМ, ret fr 
Indonesia AirAsia 

ЭМ-АОН 4320-36 — 4969 — exD-AWB, dd 19.12.11 

9MAQ 1320-214 4917 ерд 

MALAYSIA AIRLINES [MH/MAS) 

ЭМО B737-8SF — 30007 ret yey 

OM-FFE 8737-85F 30567 as 9M-FFD 

OMF 8737-85F 39320 as 9M-FFD 

9M-MXG B737-8H6 40134 dd 20.12.11 

JEISTARASIA GILISAT 

9VJ50 A320232 4922  exEWWIK, dd 05.12.11, 


‘sd fr Qantas 
SINGAPORE AIRLINES [SQ/SIAT 
QV-SWI B777-312ER 34574 Star Alliance colours 
TIGER AIRWAYS [TR/TGW STRIPE 
VIR. A320232 4918 
VIRD 4320-32 493 
CARIBBEAN AIRLINES [BW/BWA) 
NTB ATR72-600 9З 


ex F-WWON, dd 01.12.11 
ex D-AXAD, dd 08.12.11 


ex WU dd 16.11.11 


ex WIT, dd 13.12.11, d fr BOC 


We welcome any 
feedback on 
this listing. 


(The listing is alpha- 
betical with reference 
to the registration of 

the country of origin.) 


Southern Air Boeing 
747-AF6(BDSF) N469AC 
(от 27602) was rolled 
ош at Amsterdam/ 
Schiphol in February 
after painting in the. 
carriers full colours. It 
had previously been 
operating in а mainly 
white colourscheme. 


(Ton Jochems) 


This ex-Thomson. 
Boeing 757-204, G-BYAP : 
(c/n 27236), is pictured 
departing Norwich, — : 
UK on January 27 after 
repainting. Itis the 

latest addition to ће : 
Allegiant fleet. H 


(John Holliday) 


The latest 
training aids 
available for 
the aviation 
professional 
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‘How To Land Your 
First Pilot Post’ 


The Baltic Aviation Academy (BAA) 
training centre delivered a ‘webinar’ in 
early February on how to find a job for 
new commercial aviation pilots. Ausra 
Garuckaité, the self-sponsored pilot 
manager at the BAA, covered topics 
including: ‘Hunting for a pilot post — а 
successful interview with an airline’. 
“Although the pilot job market outlook 
is highly promising, landing a first job 
as a pilot can still be quite a challenge,” 
he said. "This is reflected in the number 
of inquiries we receive. In 7096 of them 
pilots ask for help with launching their 
professional careers." 

BAA has recently conducted a survey 


about the pilot recruitment process and 
interviewed many of its own instructors 
as well as employees of Small Planet 
Airlines, LOT Airlines, White Airways, 
Vueling Airlines and SkyWork Airlines. 
Although the pilot recruitment process 
may differ among companies, it usually 
involves four stages with pre-selection 
after each of them: CV evaluation, an 
HR department interview followed by 
tests and psychological assessments, a 
full flight simulator (FFS) test and a tech- 
nical interview with instructors. Finally, 
the remaining candidates are invited for 
a meeting with the Director of Flight 
Operations. (Photo BAA) 


New JAA 
ATPL ProPilot 
Programme 


The UK's Airline Career Academy (ACA) is 
launching a full-time airline pilot training 
course, taking student pilots from zero 
hours to a ‘frozen’ ATPL in approximately 
12 months. ACA is approved to conduct 
training for both FAA licences (for USA 
registered aircraft) and JAA licences (for 
aircraft registered within Europe). 

The ProPilotProgramme is delivered by 
ACA undera CAA approval gained by Space 
Coast Aviation - a subsidiary of ACA, based 
on Merritt Island, Florida, USA. The train- 
ing is conducted in two Florida locations: 
Kissimmee near Orlando, and Pan Am's 
International Training Academy in Miami, 
with the final part of the programme being 
completed in Europe at Malaga in Spain, 
where the ATPL is finally achieved. 


50th Flight Attendant Trained 


Exclusive in-flight catering service, Alison 
Price on Air, has completed the training of 
its 50th Flight Attendant as part of its on- 
going educational programme aimed at 
improving airborne catering services. The 
training, which is conducted by Executive 
Chef Richard Cubbin, demonstrates the 
company's commitment to revolutionising 
in-flight cuisine. 

"| have believed from day one that in order 
to raise the level of catering in the industry 
you must start with education... that is why 
we hold these free-of-charge courses for all 
Flight Attendants who wish to attend,” said 
Daniel Hulme, In-flight Director for Alison 
Price on Air. 

The training has been running since 
the launch of the company in May 2010. 
Courses include a range of topics includ 
ing food presentation, understanding the 
importance of quality produce, food han- 
dling skills and how to select balanced, 
seasonal menus. (Photo Alison Price on Air) 


Rolls-Royce: Powering the 


Whispering Giant 


The Rolls-Royce Trent 
900 engines power the 
world's largest. airliner, 
the Airbus A380. 


In February 2001, 

Rolls-Royce 

announced the launch 

of one of the most 

ambitious engineering 

programmes in the company's civil aerospace history — to develop the 
Trent 900 engine to power the Airbus A380, a new and exciting aircraft 
which would become the largest civil airliner ever built. 

The Trent 900 is the fourth member of the Trent family, and 
holds pride of place as the largest jet engine ever produced by 
Rolls-Royce. ‘Powering the Whispering Giant’ plots the Trent 900 
Journey in photographs from concept to design, development, testing, 


first flight on the A340 flying test bed, flight test on the A380, route 
proving, service readiness and entry into service in October 2007. 

This colourful publication combines the best images taken throughout 
the programme, with descriptions of each major step along the way, to 
offer the reader a unique insight into one of the most public and most 
‘exciting new jet engine programmes ever undertaken. 


or call +; 


Tallinn, Estonia 
20-22 May 2012 


UBM Aviation 


TALLINN AIRPORT™ 


region 


€ Departure 


Gate 


Information 
for the 
traveller. 


Titan has also 
| expanded into ће 
executive jet market 
with the addition 
of this Cessna 525A. 
i Gitationset C12, 
i G-POWG (c/n 0485) 
Ive Featherst 
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Award For Titan Airways 


At the January Pro Sky Airliner Conference 
in Cologne, more than 100 representatives 
of airlines and service providers selected 
Titan Airways as the winner of the coveted 
Aviation Excellence Award 2012. 

Following the earthquake and tsunami 
in Japan in 2011, the carrier took just 20 
hours from the first phone call to the air- 
craft taking off for Japan. It carried over 
55 employees of a German relief organi- 


sation together with search and rescue 
dogs and cargo from Frankfurt/Hahn to. 
the disaster area. This enabled aid work- 
ers to assist the Japanese authorities in 
the rescue operation and evacuation of 
the victims. 

Second prize also went to a UK carrier 
= Jet2 - which stood in for a competi- 
tor at short notice and, within 72 hours, 
organised a tour through the Middle East 


for Daniel Barenboim and the Berlin State 
Opera orchestra, Third place was award- 
ed to Swiss carrier Helvetic Airways, which 
sent top performers of the travel agents 
Kuoni to Rostock on a nostalgic tour of 
the East. The aircraft interior, outward 
appearance of the crew and even the in- 
flight announcements were all designed 
to recreate the atmosphere of the old East 
German airline Interflug, 


Automatic Seat Belt Release 


Airlines are becoming increasingly con: 
cerned about passengers who (after land- 
ing) think that the aircraft has stopped at 
the gate and unstrap and stand up before 
it has stopped. The threat of litigation 
over any injuries incurred has led to inves 
tigations into how to stop the practice. 
Ahead of the Aircraft Interiors Exhibition 


Eye Scanners 
Deactivated 


The UK airport network's fleet of oper- 
ational IRIS eye scanners has been 
reduced by half, according to a state- 
ment issued by the UK Border Agency 
(UKBA). Although they'll be retained at 
London/Heathrow Airport and Gatwick 
Airport for some months yet, the IRIS (Iris 
Recognition Immigration System) tech- 
nologies installed at Birmingham Airport 
and Manchester Airport have now been 
deactivated, 

The Heathrow and Gatwick IRIS devic- 
es will operate until the London 2012 
Olympics has finished, at which point 
they'll have been in service for between 
six and seven years. The UKBA's move fol- 
lows reports of passenger delays caused 
by UK airport IRIS systems. Not only 
have some of the machines been turned 
off, their wider future is presently being 
considered, 


at Hamburg, Germany at the end of March, 
Prial Aerospace of the USA has revealed an 
auto-locking seatbelt ~ controlled by the 
cabincrew — to prevent people standing 
up. Itis simply an extension of the modern 
computer systems being introduced by 
Airbus and Boeing to monitor passenger 
loads and will only be enabled when on 


» 


the ground. 

"Passengers standing up in the aisles are 
becoming a big problem for carriers,” said 
the company's CEO, Ralf Poilo. "This device 
is perfect for keeping them in their seats 
until it is safe to stand up. Airlines can 


modify it so that First Class passengers get 
off first followed by Business Class." 


Even Airliner World Editorial staff find it difficult to get away from the job, and after the recent snowfall in. 


Peterborough, Assistant Editor Craig West and his housemates decided to see how difficult it was to design and 


build a modem twinjet! 


Organisers of enthusiasts shows and events worldwide are 
invited to submit relevant details for inclusion in this isting, 
freeof dre: dies correspondenceto hecdtoral 
department or visit our website at w 


Apr 22 

LGW2012, the 23rd Gatwick International Aircraft 
Enthusiasts' Fair, K2 Pease Pottage Hill, Crawley, 
West зза. UK та Singfield: +44 (0) 1403252628 
ationsodety.org.uk 
jonsociety.org.uk 


May 13 

Heathrow Aircraft Enthusiasts’ Fair, Kempton Park 

Racecourse, Sunbuty-on Thames Middlesex, UK. Keith 
44 (0)1372 725063 (evenings) 


blueyonder.co uk 
wwwalrcrattenthusiastfatr.co,uk 


Jun 2 


Paris 2012, Airliner Enthusiasts’ Convention, Best Western 
Hotel, Roissy, Charles de Gaulle Airport, Paris, France, 


avimimpworange.tr www.vimage.org 
Jul 4/15 

Aviation and Transport Fair, the Visitors Centre, 
Manchester Airport, UK. viv. tasmanchester.com 
Jul 1622 


Guild of Aviation Artists’ 42nd Annual Summer Exhibition, 
Mall Galleries, The Mall, London. Susan Gardner 
Secretary/Administrator: +44 (0) 1252 513123, 


Aug 24-28 
Airliners International 2012, Memphis, USA. 
wwwai2012.memphis.com 

баб 


Vancouver Airline and Aviation Collectibles Show, 
Oakridge Centre Mall Auditorium, Vancouver, Canada. 


Shows/Displays 
Маг 14-18 
India Aviation, Hyderabad. www.indla.avlation.ia 
Mar 27-29 
Aircraft Interiors Expo, Hamburg, Germany. 
May 14-16 
EBACE, Geneva, Switzerland. www.ebace.aero 
2419-15 
Farnborough International 2012. www.farnborough.com. 
Sep 11-16 


ILA Berlin 2012, Berlin/Brandenburg Airport, Germany. 
ww berlin. de 

Sep 19-21 

ERA, Dublin. wv 


w.eraa.org 


Sep 30-Oct3 
World Routes 2012, Abu Dhabi. м 


Oct 30- Nov 1 

NBAA, Orlando, Florida, USA, veww.nbaa.org 
Nov 13-18 

Airshow Zhuhai, China, yww.alrsow.com.en 
Dec 11-13 

МЕВА, Dubai. www.meba.aero 


Events are subject to change without Airliner World's 
knowledge. Please check details prior to travel. 


"I don't care if you are celebrities. We still can't close the door until 


you POWER DOWN!" 


Top Ten Meals 


Flight comparison website Skyscanner has 
published its ranking of the world's best 
airlines for in-flight meals. The results 
were collated after more than 100 passen- 
gers from around the world were asked 
to score the food on 19 different airlines, 
based on presentation and taste. 


The top airlines were: 


1, Turkish Airlines 

2. Singapore Airlines 
З. Etihad 

4. Aer Lingus 

5. Emirates Airline 


Special Enter Colours 


6. Cathay Pacific 
7.KLM 

8. Qantas 

9. Aeroflot 

10. Air France 


Information 
for the 
traveller. 


Enter Air's Boeing 
737-400, SP-ENF (c/n 
25429), was painted in 
these special titles at 
Warsaw Chopin Airport. 
“Dziekujemy Witkor’ 
was one of the Polish- 
based carriers senior 
captains who retired 
at the end of 2011, 


(Tomasz уюму) 


Following on from the 
Finnair article in the 
March issue of Airliner 
World, Javier Rodriguez 
has pointed out that 
the carrier also used 
this Airbus A300B4-203, 
OH-LAA (c/n 299), оп 
charter flights. Itis 
pictured at Tenerife in 
December 1997. 
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: Operated by the 
Californian Department 
of Forestry, this North 


American OV-10A 
Bronco, N429DF (c/n 
305-11)/CDF310, is 
based at Hemet-Ryan 
Airport 


A flock of more than 
100 birds and Air France 
Airbus A320-214, 
F-GKXE (c/n 1879) had 


a disagreement - for- 


tunately at a relatively 
slow speed on take-off. 
There was relatively 
minor damage. 
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Airborne 
(not so) 


Good Reads 


A survey by Virgin Atlantic's cabincrew 
during last Christmas resulted in Lord 
Sugar's autobiography ‘The Way | See 
It: Rants, Revelations and Rules For Life’ 
emerging as the book most left behind 
by passengers in their seat back pocket. 
This was closely followed by ‘Glorious: 
My World, Football and Me’ - an insight 
into the mind of Gazza (Paul Gascoigne). 


The top ten list included 


1. The Way | See it: Rants, Revelations and Rules 
For Life by Lord Alan Sugar 

2.’Glorious: My World, Football and Ме by Paul 
Gascoigne 

3. Santa Baby’ by Katie Price 

4, The World of Downton Abbey 

5.1 Heart Vegas! by Lindsey Kelk 

6. Twisting my Melon’ y Shaun Ryder 

7, May | have your attention please?’ by James 
Corden 

8, Screw Business as Usual by Sir Richard Branson 

9.'An Idiot Abroad: The Travel Diaries of Karl 
Pilkington 

10. The Help! by Kathryn Stockett 


Royal Jet 
Expands Medevac 
Capability 


International luxury flight services com 
pany Royal Jet, of the UAE, has enhanced 
its capability to meet the steady growth 
and demand for Medevac services. The 
move follows a significant increase in such 
missions in 2011, compared with the pre- 
vious year, and the company has taken 
substantial steps aimed at providing fur 
ther capacity and flexibility, It is ensuring 
availability of aircraft and its full range of 
medevac services. 

'Being one of only a few Medevac 
operators worldwide that cover the full 
range of cabin sizes, we have clearly 
established its leadership role in the air 
ambulance market, said Shane O'Hare, 
President and CEO of Royal Jet. "More 
importantly, the fact that we own our 
fleet of aircraft which can easily and read 
ily be converted into air ambulances, we 
can provide the market and our custom 
ers with a high level of confidence. We 
have performed over 1,310 such missions 
over the last few years." 


- Firefighters 


Boeing 787 
World Records 


Jonathan Gaffney, President and CEO of 
the National Aeronautic Association, has 
presented Boeing with two certificates 
confirming the two world records earned 
by the 787 Dreamliner in late 2011 

К completed the longest flight for an 
aircraft in its weight class (440,924 to 
551,155lb) with а 10,336nm (19,142km) 
flight to Dhaka, Bangladesh. This had 
previously been held by the Airbus A330 
with а 9/126nm (16,901km) flight in 2002. 
The crew then continued eastbound 
and returned to Seattle 42 hours and 
26 minutes after their initial departure, 
completing the fastest around-the-world 
trip for the same weight class at 470kts 
(871km/h). There was no previous similar 
speed record for this weight class. 


Final Call. 


Olym 


FOLLOWING A FANTASTIC 
RESPONSE TO OUR PREVIOUS 
"NAME AN AIRLINE' COMPETITIONS, 
THE AIRLINER WORLD EDITORIAL 
TEAM IS GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT 
OF THE LONDON 2012 OLYMPICS BY 
INVITING OUR READERS TO RISE TO 
AFRESH CREATIVE CHALLENGE. 


Going for gold couldn't be simpler! All 

you have to do is design a special Olympic 
livery for an existing airline. The design 

can adorn any aircraft – from the size of an 
Embraer ERJ 135 right up to the Airbus A380 
Superjumbo - and the type doesn't have to 


IC 


THE WINNER WILL BE SELECTED BY THE EDITORIAL TEAM, BASED ON 
FACTORS INCLUDING ORIGINALITY, STYLE AND THE USE OF COLOUR. 


be operated by a particular carrier, 
Be quick off the blocks by finding design 
ideas from features in the magazine dur- 

ing the next three months and design 

your entry in any medium and size of your 
choice. Our Olympic design winner will 
clinch a specially commissioned framed 
print of their entry and enjoy the prestige of 
seeing their work published in Airliner World 
~ along with the best of the rest. 

For your chance to win simply send us your 


! Airline 
Livery Competition 


‘Olympic Airline’ design, name, address, 
telephone number and email to Olympic 
Airline Competition, Airliner World 
April 2012, Key Publishing, PO Box 100, 
Stamford, Lincolnshire PE9 1XQ. 


Alternatively, email your entry as an image 
or Pdf to barry.woods-turner@keypublish- 
ing.com. Please mark the subject line 

of your correspondence with the words 
‘Olympic Airline’. 


Closing date for 
entries is 12:00 
GMT on July 6, 
2012 апа winners 
will be notified 
no later then 
July 9, 2012 


On occasions Key 
Publishing Ltd may 
make offers on prod 
ucts and services that 
they believe to be of 
interest to our custom: 
ers. Ifyou do not wish 
to receive this informa 
tion please write NO 
INFORMATION clearly 
on your entry, The 
judge's decision is final 
and no correspond 
ence will entered into. 
Theorganisers are not 
responsible for entries 
lost or damaged in 

the post and proof of. 
mailing/postage is not 
proof of delivery. 


ES - VARIANTS • UNITS - WEAPONS — 


TT With four cannons and six machine-guns, the Bristol Beaufighter was 
the world's most heavily armed fighter in 1941. 


Created by the team behind FlyPast magazine, Beaufighter is 

a 100-page special featuring leading writers, researchers and 
illustrators combining to bring you this long overdue tribute to a 
valiant warrior. 


‘ACES’ 
Detailed directory of those pilots who achieved five or more victories on'Beaus* 


WHISPERING DEATH 
Jim Grant details the exploits of Australian Beaufighters in the struggle against 
the Japanese. 


NIGHT OWLS 
Andrew Thomas describes some of the exploits of Beaufighter night-fighters 


FREE P&P" WHEN YOU ORDER ONLINE AT EW Call (UK) 01780 480404 
www.keypublishing.com/shop N (Overseas) +44 1780 480404 


"PR FREE UK and BFPO. Overseas surface £200, ить 450. М res open 200530 Mond Friday 


SUBSCRIBERS CALL FOR YOUR £1 DISCOUNT 
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@ SAFETY 
Reports 

and details 


of recent 
incidents. 


Piper PA-31T Cheyenne, 
В CC-PLL (c/n 31T- 
7920005), was declared. 

H damaged beyond. 
repair by the insurance 
company after a wheels- 
up landing at Marcel. 
Marchant Binder airfield 
Puerto Montt, Chile 

оп January 19, 2012. 


EASA Expands Directive on A380s 


The European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) has expanded a previous 
Airworthiness Directive (AD) regarding 
the inspection of the wings on Airbus 
А3805, for possible cracks. A previous 
AD, which became effective on January 
24, followed the discovery of cracks in 
the wing brackets on a number of A380s 


and applied to aircraft that had accumu- 
lated up to 1,800 flight cycles. The latest 
directive, which mandates “a so-called 
High Frequency Eddy Current inspec- 
tion of the wings", applies to all A380s 
in service, 

Aircraft that have accumulated less than 
1,216 flights will have to be inspect- 


ed upon completion of 1,300 flights. 
Aircraft between 1,216 and 1,384 flights 
must be inspected within six weeks of 
February 13, 2012. Aircraft that have 
completed more than 1,384 flights were 
to have been to be inspected within 
three weeks of the date of the latest AD, 
2012-026, issued on February 8. 


New Safety Recommendations 


An International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) panel that includes a representa- 
tive from the UAE has recommended new 
international standards for preventing fires. 
on aircraft that are carrying highly flamma- 
ble lithium batteries. The UAE and the US 
are also testing ways to fight such fires so 


as to propose additional reforms. 
Both initiatives arose after a Boeing 747 
operated by UPS and carrying lithium bat 
teries caught fire soon after taking off from 
Dubai, UAE and subsequently crashed, kill 
ing both pilots, in September 2010. 

An ICAO dangerous goods panel has rec 
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Learjet 35A Guardian Fight 
[7] Flying G Aviation 1 
737700 Southwest Airlines 

1 TRACEP Congo Aviation {3 
већ Lake Clark Ar 

[3 О : 
Beech 99 Апей 

0320200 етае - 
Mil-8 Tuva Avia 

№2 Toa Ma - 
An Tuva Avia 

ох Transcarga : 
Maldivian Air Tai 
Mia Bosnian Armed forces = 
Learjet 31 Air Life Denver 

маму юю П 
Gulfstream IV Private. 5 
Saab 2000 Carpatair - 
MIN Air Koryo? 5 
Swearingen Merlin IV. Toll Aviation 
mm Russian Air Force 
ATRT222A  NirKanbawza. ie 
Ce4MA Private 2 
«з Canadian Airforce = 
A690 Mexican Police 3 
ЕБЕ Setehpes — 
me Sudan Government — 3 


Hit snow bank on landing 


_ Crashed on approach 

USA Hit light pole on taxi 

DRCongo Crashed en route 

USA Damaged after landing short of runway 
USA Runway excursion on take-off 

USA Undercarriage collapsed on landing 
France Multiple biedstrikes on take-off 

Russa Destroyed in hangar fire 

Russia Destroyed in hangar fire 

Russa Destroyed in hangar fire 

Venezuela Ое 

Maldives Damaged in landing accident 

Bosnia Crashed on humanitarian mission 

USA Undercarriage damaged on landing 
‘Alghanistan Crashed enroute 

DCongo Runway excursion on landing 

Romana Runway excursion landing in snow 
North Korea Crashed on landing 

Australia — Landed with wheels retracted 

Russia Written off after string truck on landing 
Myanmar — Nosewheel collapsed on landing 

USA Landed short of runway in snowstorm 
USA Damaged after airborne fire and emergency landing 
Mexico  Crasheden route 

USA Landed with collapsed nasewheel 
Sudan Caught fre after take-off and crashed 


‘ommended that airlines inspect packages 
of lithium batteries before loading them 
on aircraft and that large shipments of 
such batteries should be labelled as dan- 
gerous goods, shippers should be trained 
in handling them, and pilots should be 
notified that they are on board. 


A380 Engine 
Failure 


The investigation into the engine failure 
onboard a Qantas Airbus A380 is near 
ing conclusion. 
Safety Bureau has comple 
gathering phi 


The Australian Transport 
sted the data 
and will now start anal 
ing that data. A final report into the ir 


which the aircraft suffered 
d engine failure, 


dent, durir 
an uncontain is now 


expected in the third quarter of this year. 


Accident 
Classified as CFIT 


The Transportation Safety Board (TSB) of 
Canada has issued a progress report on 
its investigation into last year's First Air 
Boeing 737 accident. 

The Board confirmed that the weather 
"was variable with fluctuations in visibility 
and cloud ceiling. Technical examination 
of the aircraft at the accident site revealed 
no pre-impact problems." It is classifying 
this occurrence as a controlled flight into 
terrain (CFIT) accident". 


AEROPRINTS 
2012 Aviation Tours 


EUROPEAN EASTER TOUR Apr 5-11th SOUTH AFRICA-KENYA- Sept 16-30th 
FRANKFURT-STUTTGART-MUNICH-NURENBURG ETHIOPIA 


NAIROBI-ADDIS АВВАВА 


MILAN Apr 28-30th 
MALPENSA-LINATE-BERGAMO SOUTH AFRICA ONLY Sept 16-23rd 
EGYPT/ISTANBUL June 16-23rd 


FRANKFURT WEEKEND 
FRANKFURT-EGELSBACH 


CAIRO-AL MAZA-ISTANBUL Sept 27:30 
FRENCH AIRSHOWS. 
FLORENNES/EVREUX 
BERLIN AIRSHOW TOUR Sept 6-14th 
COPENHAGEN-HAMBURG-AIRBUS-BERLIN DUBAI MEBA AIRSHOW Dec 8-12/14th 
HANNOVER-OSNABRUCK-MONCHENGLADBACH — DUBAI-SHARJAH-RAS AL KHAIMAH-FUJEIRAH 


We offer EXCEPTIONAL value and QUALITY for your 


June 22-24th 


NBAA-ORLANDO Oct 27-4th Nov 
FLORIDA TOUR -- NBAA SHOW 


у во WHY pay more unne 
www.aeroprints.com Email: aeroprints@aol.com 
14 Kenilworth Drive, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO504PT 
Tel/Fax +44 (0) 2380-610230/(0) 7712 546730 


5 


THE AVIATION PHOTO COMPANY 
www.aviationphotocompany.com 

y month we the test 

strom Те 


JAir-Britain News 
monthly 
£38 pa 


Airliner 
registration 
changes * more 
air-britain.co.uk 
01394 450767 


Vett our ‹ 
The Aviation Photo Company, 18 Mill Furlong, 
Littleport, CB6 1HTUnited Kingdom 


THE HEATHROW AIRCRAFT ENTHUSIASTS’ FAIR, returns on Sunday 13 May 
10-30/15-00 Kempton Park Racecourse, Staines Road East, Sunbury, Middlesex TW16 
5AQ. Near M3 Junction 1, Kempton Park Station on site. 01372-725063 Evenings 
www.aircraftenthusiastfair.co.uk 


ES 


POSTCARDS OF AIRPORTS AND AIRLINERS, timetables, slides and 
safety cards, collections bought. Call 07903 848726 


Aviation Postcards 


• Biggest stock of aviation postcards world-wide 
Over 20.000 modern aviation postcards in stock: commercial, military, airports, etc. 
Check our website fr available postcards 
Order our FREE MASTER CATALOGUE and FREE LISTS of new issues. 


• Auctions of rare postcards 
Frequent auctions of rare civil airliner postcards. Order our FREE LISTINGS 


* Postcard Calendars 
Published since 1995 with rare postcards and great shots of wide-bodies in action 


pas 


website: www.jjpostcards.com 
E-Mail: order@jjpostcards.com 


Alte Bergstrasse 14 
8303 Bassersdorf 
Switzerland 


Fax +41 44 836 88 19 


T 


ONLINE AIRLINE MANAGEMENT 
Start your own Airline 


Manage your airline and compete against other players worldwide 


SIMULATION | 


Advanced multiplayer online simulation software 
Buy aircraft, open routes, hire staff, manage prices ... 


Active user community and forums 
Realistic and entertaining! яс. 


М 


WWW.airwaysim.com i P 


THE GATWICK AVIATION SOCIETY 
PRESENTS 


LGW2012 


EUROPE'S BIGGEST 
AIRCRAFT ENTHUSIASTS FAIR 


LGW2012 will see the launch of the 
brand new edition of the eagerly 
awaited Gatwick Aviation Society's 
"SURVIVORS 2012" reference book by 


Roy Blewett. 


APRIL 22ND, І0АМТО АРМ. 

K2 CRAWLEY, PEASE POTTAGE HILL, RHI | 9BO. 
120 STALLS.ADMISSION £4. FREE PARKING 
REFRESHMENTS. FREE SHUTTLEBUS TO/FROM 
GATWICK SOUTH TERMINAL COACH STATION, 
PHONE: 01403 252628 
EMAIL: LGW20 | 2@gatwickaviationsociety.org.uk 


AJW 


A J Walter Aviation 
www.ajw-aviation.com 

tel: +1 305 477 9880 
americas@ajw-aviation.com 

24/7 AOG: +44 7831 583 205 

or +1 877 780 2008 (USA toll-free) 


Please visit us at Stand 2042 
MRO AMERICAS 2012 


3 - 5 April, Dallas Convention Center, Dallas, TX. 


VINTAGE AIRLINER DVDS 
£17.95 each plus P. & P. 


www.VikingAviationPhoto.com 


www.avionvideo.com 


for full details, video clips and photos of all our DVDs. 


NOW ON 
РЕР! 


| 
| exPres 


>>) 


|. CRI-Z00 - CK4-705 · Q-400 


Our brand new 
MIAMI AIRPORT 
20 years! 


www. AM BOO WIL ELS 


r scale 1:72, 1: 200, 1:400 and 1: ты 
Фе х ЕЕ г 
Masstab 1: 172, 1: 200, 1:400 und 1: 500 


7 ex Моде! aircraft 
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AVIATION RETAIL DIRECT) 


Айга! models _ 


"+ Books )( ? DVDs 


WWW, 


ALi 


Manchester Airp port | | 
Aviation & Transport Fair, 


"mar a under 148 — — 
-- M — — 
ВОО WINGS OlIGONCOTdE а 


Manchester Airport Runway Visitor Park 


Sat 14th & Sun Ith July, 1 


Entrance to RVP car park 
UA else lek charges apply. 1/2 Price. 

= > www.key.aero 
www.tasmanchester.co.uk x 


Norwe 


FIRST EUROPE, 


The red forward fuselage 
makes Norwegian livery 
stand out particularly 
well against the often 
snowy backdrop of 

the carrier's Oslo base. 


Europix) 


oe 


orwegian Air Shuttle is the 
second-largest airline in 
Scandinavia by passenger 
volume, (after state-backed 
Scandinavian-SAS) and is the third 
largest budget carrier in Europe. The 
operator offers a high-frequency 
domestic flight schedule, regular 
flights to business destinations such 
as Amsterdam, London and Paris, and 
lower frequency services to international 
leisure destinations. Last year, the 
airline carried more than 16 million 
passengers on its fleet of 62 Boeing 
737 aircraft, and now Norwegian is set 
to expand further, having announced a 
major order in late January for new, fuel- 
efficient aircraft from both Boeing, its 
current supplier, and Airbus. 
The airline has confirmed plans to 
buy 100 Airbus A320neos and the 
same number of 737 MAXs, along with 
extensive options for additional examples 
of both types. It is also purchasing a 
further 22 examples of Boeing's existing 
737-800 model (in addition to those 
currently being delivered to the carrier) 
to add capacity and pare operating costs. 
The move will increase the number of 
aircraft operated by the carrier over the 
next eight years from 62 to as many 
as 200, allowing Norwegian to directly 
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challenge SAS. The new aircraft will also 
increase the airline's fuel efficiency by 
11-15%, reportedly allowing it to fly for 
less than half of what it costs rival SAS. 

For Norwegian, which operates an all- 
Boeing fleet of 48 737-800s and 14 of the 
older -300 series, the orders represented 
several firsts; most significantly, it 
was the carrier's first deal with Airbus. 
Norwegian also became the first European 
customer for the Boeing's 737 MAX, 
launched by the US manufacturer in 
late 2011 in direct competition with the 
A320neo. Airbus has said that it expects 
the first deliveries to be made in late 
2015, while Boeing's offering will follow 
in 2017. The airline confirmed that some 
of the new aircraft will be used to replace 
existing 737-8005 as they reach seven or 
eight years of age. It aims to operate a 
fleet of 241 aircraft by 2022. 

Norwegian's co-founder and CEO Bjorn 
Kjos accepted that the challenge will be 
to place the new planes on routes and 
markets where they can fill the seats, 
“but the challenge of growing from eight 
aircraft to 50 in the past few years was 
much greater than it will be to grow to 
200 aircraft.” 

Announcing the order, Kjos said; “High 
costs and old aircraft are a dangerous 
mix. Not buying new planes would — » 


“WITH ITS 
SCANDINAVIAN- 
BASED SHORT-HAUL 
NETWORK EXCEEDING 
ALL EXPECTATIONS 
AND REALISTIC 


AMBITIONS OF 
VENTURING INTO THE 
LONG-HAUL MARKET, 

THE KJOS-INSPIRED 

NORWEGIAN IS 

LEARLY NOT LACKING 
AMBITION.’ 


tly the third largest no-frills carrier in Europe, Norwegian is on the verge of realising its 
long-haul services. charts the meteoric rise of the low-cost airline. 
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be taking a risk; you benefit from the 
12-15% lower fuel burn. There is no 
way you can fly an old aeroplane in the 
future [and be economically viable}, 
given where fuel prices are going.” 

He added that the order will give the 
carrier “dominance of the northern 
sector of Europe.” 

Bjorn Kjos, a former paratrooper, 
lawyer, judge, fighter pilot and novelist, 
accepts that SAS is not the only rival 
Norwegian will encounter as it rolls out 
its ambitious expansion plans. Irish 
no-frills operator Ryanair has highlighted 
Scandinavia as a key growth target and 
has indicated it may introduce domestic 
flights in the region. 

“We will not have any problems 
competing with Ryanair. Scandinavians 
are conservative and want to stick with 
the airlines they know. Ryanair will also 


[57 


(Callsign) Nor Shuttle 
[Website | www.norwegian.com 
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struggle to secure the crucial business 
customers because it flies from secondary 
airports and we have better leg room, 
reclining seats, and Wi-Fi on all the new 
aeroplanes," remarked the CEO. 

Norwegian, which also has six 787 
Dreamliners on order, is set to become 
the first low-cost carrier in Europe to 
operate a mix of both regional and tong- 
haul routes, The airline already operates 
some near long-haul flights with the 
flying time on services from Scandinavia, 
and particularly its northernmost base of 
Trondheim, to destinations in the Canary 
Islands and the Middle East, in excess of 
six hours. 


History 

The story of Norwegian Air Shuttle 
(NAS) started in January 1993 when 
Kjos and some pilot friends took control 


SAS Scandinavian is 
Norwegianis biggest 
rival. Here, Boeing 7375 
‘operated by both carriers 
share the domestic ramp 
at Oslo/Gardermoen. 


Jorgen Syver 


of the bankrupt Norwegian Fokker 
50 operator, Busy Bee. A subsidiary 

of Braathens SAFE, the carrier had 

been founded in 1966 and operated 

a regional network on behalf of its 
parent company, linking the cities of 
the west coast of Norway. Following 

the bankruptcy, the newly formed NAS 
took over Busy Bee's leases on three 
Fokker 50 regional aircraft and launched 
services on behalf of Braathens from 
Bergen to Karmoy, Molde, Kristiansund, 
Kvernberget and Trondheim. The success 
of the airline's early operations led to a 
new route between Bergen and Alesund 
Airport being added the following year, 
increasing its schedule to 50 daily 
services. In 1995, the company received 
its fourth Fokker 50. Delivery of the 
latest aircraft to its fleet coincided with 
the carrier posting a revenue of NOK86.6 
million (£9.6 million) and a profit of 
NOK2.9 million (£320,190). 

With growing ambition, NAS launched 
a bid in 1996 to operate the public 
service obligation (PSO) routes along the 
west coast in cooperation with Austrian 
carrier Tyrolean Airways. However, with 
a bid of NOK267 million (£29.5 million), 
it was undercut by the incumbent 
Widerge and missed out on the tender. 


International Ambition 
By 1999, NAS operated a fleet of six 
Fokker 50s (expanded to seven in 2001) 


and was flying 500,000 passengers a year 
on 20,000 füghts. 

In an effort to reduce its reliance on its 
contract with Braathens, NAS expanded 
its portfolio with the purchase of two. 
helicopter operators over an 18-month 
period; Norwegian firm Lufttransport was 
acquired from CHC Helikopter Service 
in June 2000, followed by Ostermann 
of Sweden the following year. However, 
the air ambulance, surveillance and crew 
transport roles carried out by the two 
companies were significantly different 
from that of their parent carrier and 
both were sold in 2005. 

A precursor to NAS's diversification of 


business had been Braathens’ threat to 
terminate its contract with the regional 
carrier, with Norwegian press reporting 
that the parent airline had expressed an 
interest in acquiring its own aircraft to 
operate its regional network. 

During early January 2001, Braathens 
announced that it would terminate 
several routes, including the NAS- 
operated services from Kristiansund 
to Trondheim and Molde, while the 
frequency of others, such as Bergen 


Tale of the Tails 
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unusual livery is quaranteed to attract a 
en the most ardent of aviation 
enthusiasts. The carriers fleet wears an attractive but 
unusual colourscheme of overall white with a red 
thy, how 
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craft: 14 of the airline's Boeing 737-300s carry imag 
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Kierkegaard. Notable exceptions are LN-NOL (c/n 
37159), which carries special'6000th 737 titles, and 
LN-KW. which promotes the UNICEF's 


Every child deserv 
(Photos Norw 


s a childhood’ campaign. 


to Haugesund and the Bergen-Molde- 
Trondheim flight, would be reduced. The 
impact on NAS was significant, and the 
carrier was forced to withdraw one of its 
Fokker 50s and place the it into storage. 
However, one benefit of the cuts was 
that NAS now had the spare capacity 
to begin services in its own right. The 
airline took over the popular Stavanger 
to Newcastle route in early 2002; this 
was the first time the carrier had 
operated flights in its own right rather >> 


Norwegian isa proud 
sponsor of the children’s 
charity UNICEF, as can be 
seen in this special livery 
оп Boeing 737-3K9, 
LN-KKW (с/т 24213). 
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"BEHIND MOST FLAMBOYANT AIRLINES IS AN EQUALLY 
CHARISMATIC BOSS AND NORWEGIAN IS NO DIFFERENT." 


A Jack of 


Behind most flamboyant airlines is an equally char- 
ismatic boss, and Norwegian is no different. An 
aviator, lawyer, judge, businessman and author 
(his first title was a spy thriller, The Murmansk 
Affair, and work is reportedly underway on 
his second), Bjørn Kjos is the airlines CEO 
and co-founder, With an interest in aircraft 
that stems back to the age of eight, Kjos 

flew Northrop F-5s and Lockheed F-104s 
with the Royal Norwegian Air Force before 
studying law. 

He holds a 27.3% share in the airline, 

making him the joint largest shareholder 
alongside Norwegian Chairman Bjorn Н 

Kise, and admits that his entry into the 
airline business was quite by accident. 

When regional carrier Busy Bee collapsed, 
leaving some close friends out of work, 

Kjos was unable to attract enough investors. 
to keep the airline afloat and eventually sank 
МК! million (£110,593) of his own money into 
the business and remains one of the last of the 
original investors 

With many rival carriers falling foul of the difficult 
market conditions, Kjos has been quick to highlight 
that Norwegian would not buy out failing airlines, 
but would rather fil any voids left by their depar 
ture, asit did when Spanair ceased operating, 

"We are strong in the northern region and that's 
where we'll concentrate on. | think central Europe 
is very much covered/ said the CEO. 

Despite the turbulent conditions, Norwegian has 
placed a firm order for 200 new aircraft, attracting. 
criticism from some sectors of the Industry. Kjos 
brushed aside suggestions that the move was risky, 
a sentiment echoed by the airline's shareholders 
with stock now trading 19% higher than prior to 
the order. The order places the airline, which will 
have an eventual fleet exceeding 220 aircraft, into 
a similar league to Irish no-frills operator Ryanair 
(Photo Norwegian) 
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than wet-leasing its aircraft to Braathens. 
NAS flew a twice-daily rotation between 
the two cities, while Widerøe, whose 
services were launched on the same day, 
operated a third. 

The merger of Braathens with SAS in 
November 2001 proved to be a significant 
turning point. NAS launched a bid to 
operate its domestic network in its own 
right on a permanent basis, though SAS 
rejected the move in favour of employing 
subsidiaries SAS Commuter or Widerøe 
on the services. “I think that they [SAS] 


regret it now, or at least they should,” 
the CEO quipped. 

Spurred on by this rejection, NAS 
announced in April 2002 that it would 
start domestic scheduled services as a 
low-cost carrier on the busiest routes in 
direct competition with SAS. It added 
that this was on the condition that the 
Norwegian authorities banned frequent- 
flyer programmes, and that SAS were 
prevented from cross-subsidising its 
domestic routes to undercut NAS. The 
Norwegian Competition Authority agreed 


In late January 2012, 
Norwegian became the 
first European customer 
for the Boeing 737 MAX 
after placing an $11.4 
billion order for 100 
aircraft. (Boeing) 


with the carrier and 
introduced legislation in 
March 2000 to this effect, 
opening the doorway for NAS 
to compete head on with SAS. 

The new-look carrier re-branded 
itself as Norwegian on September 1, 
2002, and added the first jet type, a 
Boeing 737-505, LN-BRU (c/n 25790), 
to its fleet. By the end of the year, this 
aircraft had been supplemented by two, 
former Transavia 737-300s. Norwegian's 
progression through the mid-2000s 
was steady, with the carrier selling its 


Aircraft 
Airbus A320neo 
Boeing 737-300 


Boeing 737-800 


Boeing 737 MAX 
Boeing 787-8 
Total 


NORWEGIAN - CURRENT FLEET 


In Service Orders Options ‘Notes 


100 50 Expected to enterservicein 2015 
To be phased out during 2012 


Oldest aircraft to be replaced by newer examples and the A320neo. 
from 2017 


Expected to enter service in 2017. Replacing 40 older Boeing 737-8005 
Due for delivery in late 2012, expected to enter service in 2013 


Norwegian operates. 
over 300 routes to des- 


tinations in 36 countries 

across Europe, Africa. 

and the Middle East. 

(Airteamimagescor/ 
gen Syversen) 


NORWEGIAN - HISTORIC FLEET 
Aircraft Total Introduced — Retired 
I] Boeing 737-500 1 2002 003 
Fokker 50 7 1992 2004 


McDonnell Douglas —. 
MD-82 


McDonnell Douglas 


2008 2009 


2008 2009 


remaining Fokker 50s in early 2004 in 
order to consolidate its now all-jet fleet. 

Expansion began in earnest in 2007 
when Norwegian placed an order with US 
manufacturer Boeing for 42 737-800s. In 
the same year, it also inherited a fleet of 
eight McDonnell Douglas MD-80s when 
it purchased Swedish no-frills carrier 
FlyNordic. Under the terms of the deal, 
former owner Finnair was granted a 5% 
stake in Norwegian, with the acquisition 
making it the largest low-cost operator in 
the region. 

The carrier's first international hub was 
established at Warsaw/Frederic Chopin 
Airport in Poland, with the airline using 
two based 737s to operate services across 
central Europe. Kjos revealed that while 
the short-lived operation was profitable, 
it was preferable to concentrate on 
Nordic operations and the base was 
closed in 2010. 

Norwegian announced in late 2007 
that it was introducing services from the 
newly opened Moss Airport at Rygge. 

The joint civil and military installation 
was co-located with the Royal Norwegian 
Air Force's air base of the same name 
and, at 37 miles (60km) south of Oslo, 


had a transfer time to the city centre >> 
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Norwegian’ low-cost 
model has proved partic- 
ularly successful, despite. 
the turbulent global 
market and rising fuel. 
costs. (А 


Another form of income 
for Norwegian was its 
logo jets, which wore а 
variety of liveries. Here, 
Boeing 737-335, LN-KKX 
(c/n 29072), promotes 
mobile provider Network 
Norway. (Author) 


One of Norwegian 
more colourful logo jets. 
was LN-KKS (c/n 29094), 

which wore this Unite for 
Children’ livery to pro- 
mote the charity, UNICEF. 
(Helger Nyhus) 


comparable to Gardermoen. Flights were 
launched in spring 2008, coinciding with 
the introduction of Norwegian's non- 
stop services from Oslo and Stockholm/ 
Arlanda to Dubai, the carrier's first 
destination outside of Europe. 


A helpful turn of events for Norwegian's 


expansion was the 2008 bankruptcy of 
rival carrier Sterling Airlines, providing 
an opening into the Danish market. 

A hub was quickly established in 
Copenhagen and the most profitable 
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services, to Aalborg and Stockholm, were 
launched in addition to services linking 
the airline to its Oslo base. 


Increasing Success 

Norwegian's traffic figures for January 
2012 were the company's best ever 
in terms of both the total number of 
passengers carried and average load 
factor. In a month during which figures 
are traditionally down, the carrier 
enjoyed an increase of 17% against 


January 2011 - the average load factor 
increased by 3% to 76%. 

“We're very pleased with the traffic 
figures. For the first time, more than 
one million passengers flew with us 
during the month of January. In 
addition, the low-season load factor has 
never been higher. It's also nice to see 
that an increasing number of passengers 
appreciate our brand new 737 aircraft 
and free in-flight Wi-Fi," said Kjos. 

He added: “Growth and market shares 
have no value unless the growth is 
profitable. We've worked strategically to 
grow profitably and adjust capacity to 
the market.” 

It appears that Norwegian is able to 
operate profitably despite the difficult 
market conditions that have led to the 
demise of several carriers. When Spanair 
ceased operating at the end of January, 
Norwegian was quick to step in and fill 
the vacuum with new fights between 
Spain and Scandinavia. 

“T think there will be lots of 
opportunities in Europe in 2012 because 
there are too many airlines that have 
way too old fleets to be profitable with 
the oil prices of today," Kjos reflected. 

This year, the carrier is set to continue 
its expansion in the Nordic region and 
has confirmed plans to launch 34 new 
routes from Denmark, Finland, Norway 
and Sweden, as well as increasing its 
capacity on 40 of its most popular 
routes, particularly to destinations 
around the Mediterranean. The carrier 
will also significantly increase its 
presence at its newest base at Sandefjord 
Torp Airport, 73 miles (118km) south of 
Oslo. In addition to the existing routes 
to Alicante and Malaga, the airline will 
use a single, based aircraft to operate 
to eight new destinations: Bergen, 
Trondheim, Evenes, Berlin, Palma, Las 


Palmas, Antalya and Nice. 
The addition of these new services 
means Norwegian will offer a choice of 
over 300 routes connecting its bases 
across the Nordic region to destinations 
in 36 countries across Europe, North 
Africa and the Middle East. The carriers 
fleet is also growing at a similarly 
impressive rate with 16 new 737-800 
delivered last year and another 13 
xpected during 2012. 


Enter the Dreamliner 

In November 2010, Norwegian 
announced an order with Boeing for 
two 787-8 Dreamliners, with delivery 
of the first aircraft, which will be 
acquired on a 12-year lease from 
International Lease Finance Corporation 
(ILFC), expected in the latter part of 
2012. The carrier confirmed that it was 
seeking to add further examples as it 
develops its longer-haul routes, with 
negotiations reportedly ongoing with 
the manufacturer. A spokesman for the 
airline commented that the Dreamliner's 


e 


The eye-catching colour 
scheme applied to this 
logo jet, LN-KKZ (c/n 
27458), is promoting the 
Norwegian insurance. 
firm Silver, (Helger Nyhus 
Norwegian currently 
offers onboard Wi-Fi free. 
of charge. The fairing on 
the upper fuselage con- 
tains a Ku-band antenna 
necessary to provide 
in-flight connectivity. 


efficiencies have been an "eye-opener" 
and that it and the rival A350XWB mark 
a "revolution" for the industry. 

Kjos explained that Norwegian was in 
talks to add as many as six additional 
Dreamliners to its fleet, and revealed 
that a deal had been struck with 
Icelandair in May 2011 to acquire its 
three examples currently on order. 

Norwegian has confirmed plans to. 
introduce the twinjet on new services to 
Bangkok and New York initially, while 
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a further 15 long-haul routes will be 
added to coincide with 787 deliveries. 
Interestingly, Kjos remarked that the 
airline plans to base at least some of its 
new 787 aircraft in Asia, and refused to 
rule out a move into the Asian short- 
haul market. 

“We foresee that if we're able to fly 
with the Dreamliner within our existing 
infrastructure, but with an Asian crew, 
we should be able to operate the aircraft 
at 50% of the cost to our competitors.” 

With a significant number of new, fuel- 
efficient aircraft on order, its 
Scandinavian-based short-haul network 
exceeding all expectations and realistic 
ambitions of venturing into the long- 
haul market, the Kjos-inspired Norwegian 
is clearly not lacking ambition. 

The airline has managed to achieve 
remarkable success despite the difficult 
trading conditions that have forced other 
carriers out of business and, with this 
well demonstrated resilience in the face 
of adversity; Norwegiar's optimism 
appears to be well founded, F114 
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Acronyms and abbreviations have become an intrinsic part of 
‘business speak. In the commercial aviation business their usage 
‘has become unavoidable and in the following table we try to 
на expe 
the pages of Airliner Word. This list will be regularly updated. 


Ni Accidents Investigation Branch (UK) 
Arbore Collision -Avoidance System 
Accident Data Reader 


Air Line Plots Association (US) 
Аоте Navigation System 

ailàry Power Unit 

Air Traffic Control 

Advanced Turbo-Prop (BAe) 

Aie Traffic Service 

British Aerospace (now renamed BAE Systems) 
Civil Aviation Authority (UK) 

Continuous Descent Approach 

Chief Executive Officer 

Commonwealth of independent States 
(formerly Soviet Union) 

Construction number 

‘Nat that routinely carry passengers and 
argo on the main deck at the same time. 
Cockpit Voice Recorder 

Decibel 

Department for Transport (UK) 
Distance-Measuring Equipment 

European Aeronautic Defence and Space 
Company 

European Aviation Safety Agency 
European Regions Airline Association 
Extended Range OPerationS 


tended range Twin -engine OPerations 
Federal Aviation Administration (US) 
Fédération Aéronautique Intemationale 
(France), 

Federal Aviation Regulations (US) 

Fixed Base Operator 

Fight Data Recorder 
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Foreign Object Damage 
General Aviation 

Gul of Air Plots And Navigators (UK) 
Goss Domestic Product 

General Electric 

GE Capital ation Services 

Greenwich Mean Time 

Global Navigation будет 

Global Positioning System 

Ground Power Unit 

Intemational Ar Carrier Assocation 
Intemational Airport 
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Intemational Gil Aviation Organization 
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Instrument Fight Rules 
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Instrument Landing System 
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Inertial Navigation 
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liquid Crystal Display 
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Light-Emitting Diode 


localiser Steering guidance element of an ILS system 
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Long Range Ad to Navigation 
Managing Director 
Maxim, rs м 

um 
И 
‘Memorandum of Understanding 
Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul 
Maximum Take-Off Weight 
National Aeronautics and Space 
te it ey qmm 

i rati 

National Business Aircraft Association (US) 
Office of Fair Trading (UK) 
Precision Approach Path Indicator 
Precision Approach Radar 


Pratt Whitney 
Private Plots Licence 

Pacts 

Request for Proposals 

Runway Visual Range 

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
Standard Instrument Departure 
Standard Terminal Arrival Route 

Short Take-Off & landing 

Traffic alert and Colision-Avoidance System 
Tower — airport control tower 

Visual Approach Slope Indicator 

Visual Figh Rules 

Visual Meteorologia Conditions 

VHF omni-directional range (adio beacons) 
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